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Why do we study prophecy? What is the purpose of prophecy? How should it affect our daily
living?
•Prophecy should motivate us to live a holier life, knowing that Jesus is coming back.
•Prophecy also gives us confidence and peace when we see the world getting worse and
worse.99
•Prophecy should make us view life differently, viewing this life as very short in light of
eternity. It shows us a need to prioritize things in our life.
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-- prophet - Jer 23.28
-- Ezek 2-3

Introduction to Revelation

BR

I. FROM WHERE DOES THE TITLE COME?
It comes from the first word of the book, Apocalypse (revelation), which means "the unveiling
of something that had not been previously revealed."
A. The Lord is permitting us to see the glorified Christ in heaven and the fulfillment of His
sovereign purposes in the world.
B. Compare Daniel 12:4 with Rev. 22:10. (The Lord is revealing these things because we are
in the “last days”. Heb. 1:1-2)
C. The main focus is the future revealing of Jesus Christ, not just the revelation of future
events. (So the focus of our study is that we might get to know Jesus better.)

II. WHAT IS THE STYLE OF WRITING?
A. It is mostly prophetic but it does have some historical content as well.
B. It contains many symbols/signs (such as numbers, colors, animals, stones, people, groups,
and places).
1. Some of these are interpreted in the text (1:20).
2. Others have to be interpreted in the light of the Old Testament (11:4)
3. And still others may not have any previous mention in the Bible.
--> note the key word “like” or “as” (cf. Rev 1:12ff)
C. Why did the Lord use symbolism?
1. It was a “spiritual code” to protect believers during persecution.
a. At the time of writing, God’s people were going through intense persecution and
they needed encouragement. This message would give them strength and hope.
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b. This message would help them examine their own lives and make corrections as
needed.
2. Symbols are timeless in that they can convey meaning through all the ages.
3. They also convey more than just words, such as saying the “beast” instead of simply “a
world dictator,” and saying a “harlot” in comparison to a “bride.”
4. John was also trying to describe some heavenly things by using earthly terms.
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D. It is interesting to note the use of the “sevens” used in this writing.
1. Seven signifies fullness and completeness, which fits well here as God is going to
complete His great work and usher in His eternal kingdom.
2. In this book, we find seven seals (5:1), seven trumpets (8:6), seven vials (16:1), seven
stars (1:16), seven lamp-stands (1:12, 20), and even seven “blessings” (1:3; 14:13;
16:15; 19:9; 20:6; 22:7, 14)

III. WHO IS THE AUTHOR?
A. The author of Revelation identifies himself as John (the apostle). 1:1, 4, 9; 22:8.
B. The style of writing may be somewhat different from John's usual style, but remember that
he was basically taking dictation. (1:19)
1. This information was communicated to John in various ways.
2. Sometimes Christ spoke to John (1:10ff); sometimes it was an elder (7:13); sometimes
it was a “voice from heaven” (10:4); and often it was an angel (17:1; 19:9-10).
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C. Several early writers reported that John was exiled to Patmos (for preaching the gospel of
Christ) by the Roman emperor Domitian during Domitian’s persecution of Christians (A.D.
95–96). They also reported that John was released from exile and returned to Ephesus
following Domitian’s death in A.D. 96.
--> Justin Martyr (ca. 100-165AD) knows POlycarp (Polycarp was mentored by
John) and he notes that JOhn the Apostle wrote Revelation
--> Irenaeus (115-202AD) assumes Revelation written by Apostle John
--> Tertullian (160-220 AD) believed John wrote Revelation
--> Clement of Alexandria saw it as John

IV. WHAT WAS THE HISTORICAL BACKGROUND?
A. John reports that he saw his visions and was told to write them down while he was on the
island of Patmos.
B. John was told to write down what he saw in a book and to send it to seven churches in the
province of Asia.
C. Tradition reports that the apostle John exercised
spiritual oversight over these churches while he
lived at Ephesus.
D. Revelation was probably sent initially as a
circular letter beginning at Ephesus and then
throughout the province.
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V. WHAT IS THE INTENT OF THE BOOK?
A. The Book of Revelation was designed to close the New Testament revelation and to be the
final inspired statement from God until the return of Christ Himself.
--> cf. 22:18ff.
B. The book appears to be primarily for believers, to encourage and exhort them.
1. There is a promise of blessing to those who read, hear, and obey this book. 1:3
2. There are also many promises of assurance and future fellowship with God.
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C. However, there is a message for unbelievers as well - a warning!
1. The future judgments in this book are described in great detail.
2. They serve as a warning and a threat to anyone who will not follow God's ways.
--> Rev 14:6 --- ‘the eternal gospel’!!!
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VI. WHAT IS THE THEME OF THE BOOK? The return of Jesus Christ to defeat all evil and to
establish His reign
A. Jesus Christ and His people are victorious over this world.
B. God’s people are seen as “over-comers” in Revelation (2:7, 11, 26; 3:5, 12, 21; 11:7;
12:11; 15:2; 21:7)
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VII. WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THE BOOK?
A. To correct some moral and doctrinal problems that existed (and still exist) in the churches
B. To instruct Christians in such things as salvation, prophecy, the person of Christ, and
Christian living
C. To encourage believers to endure persecution and to persevere through suffering, because
the victory of Christ over the world and the Devil is guaranteed (The people of John’s day
were enduring Roman persecution.)
D. To motivate Christians to live godly and wise in light of Jesus’ soon return
E. To show how all of prophecy focuses on Jesus Christ—His person and His program for the
world
F. To bring together all the prophetic pieces of information scattered throughout the Bible,
showing how they converge upon the second coming of Christ to rule the earth in His
messianic kingdom
--> Some say there cannot be ‘future’ interp b/c it would be irrelevant for
John’s readers! WRONG!!!!!
--> what could be MORE encouraging than to know that God has history
worked out! (Isa 46:9-11)!
Add this in to your notes…
VIII. Theology of Revelation
Bibliology

Theology Proper - Rev 4-5 -- the character/worship of God; the judgments that God gives (ch.6)
Christology - ch.1, ch.14, ch.19, ch.22
Anthropology - 13:14 - peopel are deceived
Hamartiology - 20:11-15 - people are judged b/c of their SINS/DEEDS
Satanology/Demonology --- Rev 20; Rev 12 (Satan)
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Soteriology Ecclesiology - chs.2-3
Israelology - Rev 7 & 14
Eschatology
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VIII. HOW IS THE BOOK INTERPRETED?
There are four basic approaches:
A. The idealist or allegorical approach: (allegorical, meaning to spiritualize all of the symbols)
1. It views the book as a symbolic presentation of the eternal struggle between good and
evil (or between Christianity and anti-Christian paganism).
2. It doesn't see any specific historical or prophetic events or persons in view. In other
words, this book has no bearing on any specific time period.
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B. The preterist approach: (held by most liberals)
1. This view sees the symbolism in Revelation as describing simply the historical or
contemporary events of John’s day in symbolic form. (Some might stretch this timeline
a little further.)
2. Basically, this view denies that there is any prophecy in the book.
C. The historical approach: (Early Reformers & very old commentaries)
1. This view started during the days of the Protestant Reformation.
2. It states that the symbolism outlines the course of church history from New Testament
days through the return of Christ. For example:
a. It says the mighty angel of chapter 10 symbolizes the Reformation, and the harlot
of chapter 17 represents the Roman Catholic Church.
b. Supposedly, we are in the "Laodicean Period".
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D. The futurist approach: (read book in ‘plain, normal, literal interp.’)
1. It views most of the book (chapters 4–22) as still future: The Great Tribulation, Second
Coming, Millennium, and new universe.
2. It presents the judgments of the Tribulation Period, the return of Christ, the millennial
kingdom, and the eternal state as being literal, future events.
3. It also sees chapters one to three as historical, referring to the apostolic period. (Some
that hold this view also believe that these first three chapters may preview the course
of church history up to the Tribulation.)
--> note the character of God: his wisdom, knowledge, sovereignty,
providence, etc.

IX. HOW DO THE THREE SERIES OF JUDGMENTS IN THE BOOK FIT TOGETHER?
(7 Seals, 7 Trumpets, and 7 Bowls/Vials)
A. The parallel view:
1. It understands the three series of judgments as occurring during the same time period.
2. The repetition of the judgments according to this view merely shows emphasis on the
intensity of the judgment.
B. The consecutive view: It sees the judgments as occurring one at a time throughout the
Tribulation Period, 21 individual judgments in consecutive order.
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C. The telescopic view:
1. It understands the seventh seal to include all seven trumpets, and likewise that the
seventh trumpet includes the seven bowls or vials. (8:1-2
2. Each individual judgment may end when the next begins, or each may continue until
the end of the Tribulation and the return of Christ.
3. This view seems best:
a. The seventh seal seems simply to introduce the seven trumpets (8:1, 2).
b. The seventh trumpet brings the chronology all the way to the return of Christ
(11:15).
c. The seven bowls are called the seven last plagues (15:1) and will apparently occur
in rapid succession at the end of the Tribulation.

O
O
KE

THE JUDGMENTS OF REVELATION (telescopic)

X. WHAT WILL HELP US IN OUR UNDERSTANDING OF THE BOOK OF REVELATION?
A. Keeping one eye on the Book of Daniel since the Book of Revelation builds upon the
information found in Daniel. Many symbols introduced in Daniel are repeated and further
clarified in Revelation. (know the Old Testament!)
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B. Having knowledge of the Old Testament images and prophecies.
1. These images and prophecies are referred to throughout Revelation.
2. Of the 404 verses in the book, 265 verses contain lines that allude to some 550 Old
Testament references.

“The books most often quoted are Psalms, Isaiah, Daniel, Ezekiel, Jeremiah, and
Zechariah” (Merrill, Tenney).
Revelation uses OT about 348x

XI. HOW CAN WE BE SURE THE PROPHECIES IN THIS BOOK ARE ACCURATE?
A. Jesus declared that the Holy Spirit would show the apostles “things to come.” John 16:13
B. Some of these future events were revealed through the teachings of Paul and Peter, but
most of the prophecies were revealed to us through the apostle John on Patmos.
C. The phrase “and I saw” occurs more than 40 times in Revelation. John “saw” it (Rev 4-5)
D. Twelve times throughout the book John reports that he was told to write down what he
saw.
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GENERAL OUTLINE OF REVELATION
Chapter 1: The Resurrected Christ
Chapters 2-3: Letters to the Seven Churches
Chapters 4-5: The Heavenly Scene
Chapters 6-19: The Tribulation
Chapter 20: The Millennium & Great White Throne Judgment
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Rev 1:19 - key verse for outline:
Rev 1
Things you have seen
Rev 2-3
Things which are
Rev 4-22
Things which shall take place

S

Chapters 21-22: A New Heaven & Earth; Glimpse of Eternity Future

Notes on Revelation

Remember: If at all possible, symbols must be interpreted either from something in the context
or from other Scriptures.

“Whenever the plain meaning make sense, seen no other meaning!” (Literal, plain!)
I. The Past: What you have seen

1:1–20

A. The opening remarks 1:1–8
1. The introduction

1:1–3

a. "Soon" signifies soon from God's perspective or, according to Walvoord, it means
that the actions will be sudden or in rapid succession when they come. v.1
b. There is a threefold conditional blessing in verse 3:
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1) He that reads (read it!!)
2) They that hear the words of this prophecy (hear it!!!)
3) And keep those things which are written in it (obey it!!!)
--> James 1:22ff - be hearers & doers!!

c. "This prophecy" refers to divine revelation, which is to be obeyed! v.3 (The word
keep refers to guarding it as a treasure and practicing what it says.)
d. "The time is near" in that nothing else has to occur before the Rapture. v.3
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2. The greeting

1:4–8

a. The seven churches consisted of the
Ephesian church and the churches that
were started from it.

b. John had the pastoral and apostolic care
over these churches.
c. The Trinity is seen in vs. 4-5.

S

--> real places! Been there!!
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1) Who "is…was…is to come…" is the Father, described here as the Eternal One
(SEE 1:8; 4:8)
2) The seven spirits refers to the Holy Spirit, being seen in all His fullness. (Is.11:2)
3) Jesus Christ is referred to as Prophet, Priest, and King. (Firstborn is a title of
honor, meaning He is the highest of those raised from the dead.

d. Our sins have been removed. Why? Because of God’s love. v.5

e. Our task both now and forever is to serve God. v.6 (Right now as priests, we are to
exercise spiritual authority and serve God in this world.)
f.

This is a reference to the Second Coming. v.7 (SEE Acts 1:9-11)
--> not rapture; but 2nd coming --- Dan 7:13
g. The "Almighty" means "the all-powerful One." v.8

BR

B. The vision of Jesus Christ in His glory 1:9–20
1. The order to write is given. 1:9–11

a. On the Lord's day and in the Spirit probably means that it was the Day of the Lord
and he was projected forward in a vision to that day.
b. John was given 2 commands in v.11 (John is told 12 times in Revelation to write
what he saw.)
c. The seven churches are listed in geographic order.
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2. The voice is identified. 1:12–16
a. A "Son of Man" (SEE Dan. 7:13)
--> key title for Ezekiel in his book!
--> key title for Jesus in the BOOK OF LUKE!!! (humanity!)
b. The seven stars (SEE v.20)
c. A sharp, double-edged sword refers to Christ as Judge, no longer a man of sorrows
on the cross!
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The Description of the “Lion of Judah” (Rev 1:12-16)
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1. He is sovereign (13
2. He is eternal (14a)
3. He is pure (14b)
4. He is judge (14c-15a)
5. He is powerful (15b)
6. He is destroyer (16a)
7. He is glorious (16b)

3. The instructions are given. 1:17–19

a. John's reaction was to worship Christ. v.17
--> note he didn’t write a book; Ha! He fell & worshiped! Cf. Luke 5
b. Jesus gives words of comfort to all believers. v.17
c. Note the importance of the Resurrection in v.18.
-> Jesus dead & is alive forevermore!!!
d. The command to write gives the perfect outline for the book of Revelation. v.19

4. The interpretation of the stars and lampstands is given. 1:20

a. Note: A symbol is often given here and then the interpretation follows.
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b. John has given us a very careful record of what he saw and has included with it a
number of explanations.
c. The picture of light as seen in the stars and the lampstands reminds us of our job
as believers in this dark world. (Phil. 2:15; Matt. 5:14-16)
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II.

The Present: What is now (2:1–3:22)
INTRO: Most of the letters follow this outline:

2:1–7
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A. The letter to the church at Ephesus

S

(1) A description of Jesus
- Each of these have to do with the picture of Jesus in Chapter one
- And this part of that picture has to do with that particular church
(2) Jesus describes His knowledge of all the churches (He is watching!)
(3) Jesus commends them for what they are doing right (except for Laodicea)
(4) Jesus gives a rebuke of all but two churches (except for Smyrna and Philadelphia)
(5) Jesus gives correction of what must be done
(6) Jesus exhorts them to listen (call to repentance or threat of judgment)
(7) Jesus gives a special promise to over-comers

VEfe,sw| - Ephesus was one of the main cities in Asia at this
time; a huge commercial port city between Greece and
Rome.
1. One of the seven wonders of the ancient world was here,
the Temple to Artemis. People came from all over the
world to behold this massive Temple (425 ft by 225 ft –
much longer than a football field). The roof had 127
columns each 60 feet high (Neal, 13-14).
2. There was also a massive theater (which sat about 20,000
people) built in 300 BC (Neal, 15).

1. The commendations: 2:1-3
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2. The major criticism: 2:4
a. (emphatically stated in Greek) "Your first love you have left." SEE 2Cors. 11:2-3;
Eph. 5:21-33
1 Cor 16:22
b. This church had a lot done for them as Paul had done some amazing work in
Ephesus. Acts 19:8-10; Eph. 1:15-16
c. They were lacking in their deep devotion to Christ.
1) They had motion, but not emotion!
2) Remember Martha and Mary? They were like Mary but were now like Martha.
3) What about us today?

3. The exhortation: 2:5-6
a. They were to remember from where they had fallen.
b. They were to repent. (This is how to return to the “first love.”)
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c. They were to return to "the first works." (Jesus is into relationships!)
d. The warning: The quick judgment of losing their "shining witness."
e. Another commendation: hating the deeds of the Nicolaitans.
1) We are not sure, but some believe these had created a ruling priesthood over
the laity (perhaps Acts 6.5 - an apostate ‘deacon’?)
2) That means that they put themselves in a position between man and God – and
Jesus hates that! (He came to destroy that!)
4. The Promise: The tree of life (Gen. 3:22; Rev. 22:2)

2:8–11
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B. The letter to the church at Smyrna

S

a. This was a reminder of God's gracious provision of salvation. (God did not want
Adam and Eve to eat of this tree, because only the sinless can eat of the tree of life.
So Jesus was encouraging them to walk holy.)
b. Love for God doesn't come by legalistically observing commands, but by responding
to God's love He has for us.
c. Remember what Jesus said in John 14:15, 23

 Smu,rnh| - Smyrna – today it’s one of the largest cities in Modern Turkey. The ancient site
was about 35 miles inland from the coast.
1.Smyrna was a political center. It always seemed to be on the winning side of every
war and battle of antiquity (Neal, 26)
2.Emperor worship arose quickly in Smyrna. It was here in this city that a HUGE
Temple was built to the Roman emperors (“gods”) and everyone had to appear to the
Temple, burn his incense and repeat the formula, “Caesar is lord” but Christians
REFUSED to do this because “Lord” (kurioj) was reserved for Jesus Christ alone (Neal,
27).
3.In fact, one of the early pastors (“bishops”), named Polycarp, was brought before the
authorities (AD 155) and given the choice of worshiping Caesar or being put to death and
he said: “86 years I have served my Lord, and he never did me wrong. How then can I
blaspheme my King and Savior?” Later that afternoon, he was burned to death!
 In the opening address, the resurrection of Christ is emphasized because of the persecution
these people were about to face.
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1. The commendations: 2:9

a. You are rich! 2Cor. 6:10; James 2:5
1. Even though they were undergoing affliction.
2. Even though they were "extremely" poor people. (Greek emphasizes extremely.)
- (Poor in the world’s view, but rich in the Lord’s view!)
3. It was comforting for the believers to know that Christ knew all about their
sufferings.

b. You are slandered unjustly.
1. Those who say they are Jews but are not. SEE Rom. 2:28-29; John 8:44
2. They were Jews by nationality but not by spirituality.
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3. In the history of the church the most severe persecution has come from the
"religious." -- John 16:1ff; Acts 7 (Stephen’s death)
2. The major criticism: NONE
a. Christ mentioned no rebuke at all for this church.
b. Their suffering had helped keep their faith pure.
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3. The exhortation: 2:10a,b (Two commands given)
a. Do not be afraid. (command #1)
1.) Literally, stop being afraid.
2.) Look what the devil was going to do to them. (Foxe’s book of Martyrs talks
about these people.)
3.) What was the purpose of the devil doing this? SEE Job 1:8-12; 2:3-6
4.) Some take the "for ten days" to refer to a literal period of time. Others believe
this refers to the ten rulers in Rome that persecuted the church.
b. Be faithful, even to the point of death. (command #2)
4. The Promise: 2:10c-11
a. The Crown of Life: "Life itself being the victor's crown."
b. They will not be hurt at all by the second death, the lake of fire. Rev. 20:14-15
- (The second death is for those resurrected dead who do not know Jesus.)

C. The letter to the church at Pergamos

2:12–17

 Like Ephesus and Smyrna, Pergamos was a wealthy city, but it was wicked. It had pagan cults
that worshipped Roman gods and it was very tolerant of evil and immorality. (This church also
was tolerant in allowing evil teachings to come into the church, and thus it will be called the
“Compromising Church.”)
 Pergamum – 15 miles off the coast and about 60 miles north of Smyrna. In John’s time, this
was a capital city in the land for over 300 years. It was not equal to Ephesus as a center of
trade, but it exceeded Ephesus in historical fame and political importance (Neal, 37).
 Pergamum sat upon a high hilltop (1300 ft. above the valley) with 3 major religions here: 1)
Worship of Asklepios (god of healing); 2) Worship of Zeus (Greek god with a huge and
elaborate Temple); 3) Emperor Worship (the largest and most important temple to Caesar, the
Roman Emperor in all the empire was here) (cf. Neal, 39-40).
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 The atmosphere of this city was unfavorable to any effective Christian life and testimony.
 Notice the double-edged sword mentioned in Rev. 2:12. It was more important that this church
fear Christ’s sword than the Roman sword! (SEE v.16)
1. The commendations: 2:13
a. They lived out their Christian testimony in an evil, satanic place.
b. They remained faithful even under severe persecution.
--John 15:18-25; 16:2.
2. The major criticism: 2:14-15
a. They had been tolerating the teaching of Balaam.
1) Some had been teaching compromise with Rome to avoid persecution.
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2) Intermarriage with heathen women was a problem in Pergamos, which
undoubtedly included some element of idol worship being tolerated.
3) Usually meat in the marketplace had been offered to idols before it got there.
4) This was a church that was trying to join the world.
b. They had been tolerating the teaching of the Nicolaitans.
1) They compromised by accepting the world's view of morality. This has been a
problem throughout the Church Age.
2) Any compromise with morality and false doctrine will soon corrupt the church,
and this is what happened in the church at Pergamos.
3) Any church or individual Christian that compromises with the world just to avoid
persecution or to achieve success is committing “spiritual adultery” and being
unfaithful to the Lord.

S

3. The exhortation: 2:16
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a. They were warned to repent.
b. If they refused to repent, He Himself would come soon or suddenly to judge them.
4. The Promise: 2:17

a. Instead of eating “things sacrificed to idols,” the believers in Pergamos needed to
feed on God’s "hidden manna," the bread of life found in Jesus Christ through the
Word. John 6:48-51 (Hidden manna - Exodus 16:32-34)
b. The “white stone" is rather confusing. Some say the white refers to victory. The
importance is the "new name," indicating acceptance by God.
1) The Greeks used white stones to mark good or lucky days with them.
2) White stones were also given to the conquerors in the Olympic games, with
their names upon them, and the value of the prize they won.
3) The Romans in judgment used to give their votes for condemnation by casting
black stones into the urn, and for absolution white stones.

D. The letter to the church at Thyatira

2:18–29

BR

 Thyatira – a small, young and insignificant city in ancient times. It lay in a valley and thus, was
prone to attack (not on a high hill like Pergamum).
 It became a center for black wool trade. It also manufactured very expensive purple dye sold
ALL over the ancient world (cf. Acts 16:14 and Lyddia).
 Thyatira was the hometown of Lydia, Paul’s first convert in Macedonia (Acts 16:14).
 The brilliant picture of "blazing fire" and "brass" in the description of Christ emphasize Christ as
the righteous judge against the false teachers of this church. (Brass is a symbol of judgment in
the Bible. Remember Moses’ serpent of brass. Fire is a picture of judgment and purification.)
.
1. The commendations: 2:19
a. The believers there were commended for their love, faith, serving and persevering.
b. The church was doing more as time went on, so they were attempting to grow in
the Lord.

2. The major criticism: 2: 20-23
a. There was a self-proclaimed prophetess at Thyatira whom Christ calls Jezebel.
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1) She was leading the church into false doctrine, idolatry, and immorality just as
the Old Testament Jezebel had done to Israel (cf. 1 King 16; 2 Kings 9).
2) The sexual immorality was probably that which accompanied the pagan
religions.
b. She refused to repent, and therefore would be judged along with her followers (or
disciples).
c. Apparently their departure from immorality had gone on for some time. V.21
How long, do you think, does the Lord allow us to repent?
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d. Jesus promised severe chastisement for those who did not repent!
e. This chastisement would be so dramatic that all the other churches would hear
about it.
3. The exhortation: 2:24-25
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a. There was a godly remnant of believers at Thyatira, implying that the rest of the
church was corrupt.
1) This godly remnant did not accept her teaching.
2) They didn't believe these so-called "deep secrets" that really came from Satan.
b. Jesus only gave the godly remnant one simple instruction: hold on to what you
have , i.e. hold on to the truth you believe and reject the evil that is around you.
1) Note that Christ did not tell them to leave the church.
a) It could be that it would have been impractical to find another church in that
area because there was a smaller population there.
b) Besides, the Lord was coming soon to purge the church of Jezebel and her
followers.
2) So the true believers were to remain in that church as a godly testimony.
When do you leave a church?

4. The Promise: 2:26-29

a. The obedient believer is promised a reward of ruling (This word means "to
shepherd".) with Christ in the millennial kingdom.
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b. They will also receive the "morning star," which appears just before the dawn.
1) The Scriptures do not explain this meaning, but some believe it refers to the
rapture. (Num 22; Rev 22:16)
2) Others believe it refers to Christ's presence, since He does refer to Himself in
this way. Rev. 22:16
3) Either way it is taken, it seems to imply a refreshing time of peace. SEE Luke
1:78-79

5. Additional notes on Thyatira
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a. Historically speaking, the Church at Thyatira represents the Roman Catholic System.
b. Works, love, and patience are the main elements of the Roman Catholic Church.
c. The Catholic Church also introduced idols and relics in worship. (Statues, rosary
beads)
d. Some believe that the Catholic Church will go into the Tribulation, unless they
repent (v.22). This would mean that the Catholic Church will be in existence until
Christ’s Second Coming.
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6. The actual Church at Thyatira is referred to as the “Corrupt Church.”
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E. The letter to the church at Sardis

3:1–6

 It was a city of great wealth and fame.
 It had a lot of pagan worship going on, including a temple of Artemis, so there was probably a
large business in making shrines to Artemis.
 was a very old and famous city; it was a center for commercial trade. It functioned like a hub
of a wheel at the intersection of great highways going in all directions (Neal, 65).
 There was a massive Temple to Artemis here. It was a very pagan and wicked city (Neal, 65).
 The message to this city is one of condemnation. It is a wake-up call!
1. The picture of Jesus: 3:1

S

a. The seven Spirits of God represent the sevenfold Spirit. (We saw this in Rev. 1:4 as
it refers back to Is. 11:2)
b. The Holy Spirit gives life to the church, and life is exactly what the people at Sardis
needed.
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“Why is it that new Christians create problems in the
church?” a young pastor once asked me.
“They don’t create problems,” I replied. “They reveal
them. The problems have always been there, but we’ve
gotten used to them. New Christians are like children in the
home: they tell the truth about things!”

BR

- Wiersbe

2. The commendations: 3:1b
a. The only approval is actually a rebuke as Christ said that they had a "name" for
being alive. (Meaning that it was a false reputation, as far as the Lord was
concerned)
b. They were probably looked upon by others as having an effective church.
c. The truth is that they had done some good things for the Lord in the past, but they
had not continued doing so. They were living off of their past accomplishments.
d. The church had grown comfortable and content, living on its past reputation. So it is
possible for a church to glory in its past, but ignore its present decay.

3. The major criticism: 3:1c, 2b
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a. Even though they may have looked alive to others, Christ declared, "You are dead."
b. They sound similar to the hypocritical Pharisees, who gave the appearance of
having spiritual life, but who were spiritually dead.
c. They were not "completing" (perfecting) their Christian obligations. (v.2b)
d. It appears that the church here was not very aggressive in their witness to the
community.
1.) There doesn’t appear to be any persecution, so they must have stopped
invading the enemy’s territory.
2.) The unsaved in the surrounding community must have seen the church as a
respectable group of people who were neither dangerous nor desirable.

4. The exhortation: 3:2a, 3
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a. They were commanded to "wake up" and "exercise." (Exercise, meaning strengthen
the things that remain.)
b. The encouraging thing is that the Lord did say to strengthen, not to give up
because the church was weak.
c. He told them to "remember…obey…and repent."
1.) Remember: the Word (Get back to the Word. Back to the basics!)
2.) Obey: the Lord
3.) Repent: stay in the place of repentance
d. He included a warning of sudden and unexpected judgment (like a thief) if they did
not listen to Him.

5. The Promise: 3:4-6

a. There was a godly remnant of individuals in the church. (v.4)
1.) What was different about this dedicated remnant? They had not defiled their
garments. (v.4)
2.) It was this devoted spiritual remnant that held the future of the church’s
ministry.
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b. To this godly remnant, there would be great blessing: (v.5)
1.) Righteous purity - "dressed in white"
2.) Eternally safe - names will remain in the "book of life"
3.) Honor given - Christ will acknowledge them before the "Father and His angels."

The Book of Life: It would appear that God’s “book of life” contains the names
of all living, the wicked as well as the righteous (Ps. 69:28). Revelation 13:8
and 17:8 suggest that the names of the saved are written in the book from
the foundation of the world – that is, before they had done anything good or
bad (SEE Eph. 1:4 and Matt. 25:34). As unbelievers die, their names are
removed from the book; thus at the final judgment, the book contains only
the names of believers (Rev. 20:12-15). It then becomes the “Lamb’s Book of
Life” (Rev. 21:27)
- Wiersbe
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c. This letter is a warning to churches
today that may look effective due
to their programs and activities
but that are in reality dead
churches.
d. The encouragement is that no church is
beyond hope as long as there is a
dedicated remnant in it, willing to
strengthen the things that remain.

1.
Signs of a Dead Church:
a.
When it tolerates those who want to turn the
church away from God’s Word.
b.
When it is more interested in external
(worldly, cultural) things than spiritual things.
c.
When it is satisfied (comfortable) with its
present condition with no desire/need for change.
2.
Signs of a Living Church:
a.
When it is growing – discipleship;
accountability; fellowship; friendships; vibrant.
b.
When it is compassionate – compassionate
for the lost world/society going to hell and sees the
need to evangelize them.
C.
Must have expository preaching & truth!!

S

F. The letter to the church at
Philadelphia 3:7–13
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 The name Philadelphia means ”love of the brethren or brotherly love."
 Jesus refers to Himself as being holy and true (v.7). There were hundreds of false gods in
those days, but only Jesus could rightfully claim to be the true God.
 The picture of Jesus here refers back to Isaiah 22:15-25. In that passage, Eliakim was given
the keys of authority. He is a picture of Jesus in that he was a dependable administrator of the
affairs of God’s people. Jesus holds the keys to allow entrance into the kingdom. 3:7
 Jesus is the One who determines where and when His people shall serve Him (Acts 16:6-10).
He gave the church at Philadelphia a great opportunity for ministry.
 a much smaller church; a newer city; Very prone to earthquakes. In fact, there was at one
time, a period of years in which the city underwent small earthquakes every day!! (Neal, 78).
 The name of Philadelphia changed numerous times with whatever the Emperor and the people
wanted.
 over the course of a few centuries, the city name changed 4-5 times.
1. The commendations:

From Isa 22:22 – the key into the Messianic Kingdom – God holds it. He determines
who enters into His kingdom!
a. They were faithful. 3:8
1) What did they "have?"
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2) What did they "keep?"

3) What did they "not deny?"

b. They will be honored because of their faithfulness. 3:9
c. They were obedient. 3:10
d. So there were two obstacles to overcome:
1) Their own lack of strength- v.8 (However, it’s not the size or strength of a church
that determines its effectiveness, but faithfulness to the Lord!)
2) The opposition of the Jews- v.9 (It is possible that the Jews were spreading lies
about the church there. Verse nine mentions that those persecutors were liars.
This is also the way that Paul was attacked by Jewish opposition.)
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e. Since the Lord holds the keys, He is in control of the outcome. So we do not have to
be afraid. SEE Acts 18:1-11
2. The major criticism: None
3. The exhortation: 3:11
4. The Promise: 3:9-13
a. A Promise of vengeance 3:9 (SEE 2Cors. 11:14-15 for synagogue of Satan)
Note: The day will come when all will have to acknowledge the truth. Phils. 2:10-11
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b. A Promise of protection (the shelter of the Rapture) 3:10
Note: The Greek term used for "from" means "out of."
Rapture in Revelation 3:10

Pretribulation Excurses:
a.
Explain Chart (hand-out)
b.
Pretribulationism: The belief that Jesus Christ will rapture His church
before the beginning of the 7-year tribulation (Rev 6-18) on the earth to be with
Him in heaven (rewards).
c.
Purpose of Tribulation:
i.
To save Israel (cf. Rev 7; Rom 9)
ii.
To judge all nonbelievers (Rev 6-18)
iii.
To pour out God’s wrath fiercely upon all who reject him.
d.
Absence of the Church
i.
“church” occurs 19x in chs.1-3
ii.
“church” is totally absent until Rev 22:16.
iii.
1 Thess 1:10; 5:9.
iv.
John 14
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1.

c. A Promise of His coming soon 3:11
d. A Promise of reward for overcoming 3:12

1) A "pillar" is the picture of permanent dwelling, "never again leaving."
2) The "pillar" was also a place where great leaders were honored by their name
being placed on them.

G. The letter to the church at Laodicea

3:14–22
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 an older city on the verge of two rivers that meet together (near Colossae).
 It was a well-known commercial/trade center for:
 1. Wool – the farmers had black sheep famous for soft and beautiful wool
 2. A powder (Collyrium) used for treating eye ailments/diseases.
 3. A banking center – many people came to cash letters of credit for gold here.
 Laodicea was famous for its wealth, its bankers, its medical school with its popular eye salve,
and its textile industry (where they made woven fabric or cloth).
 It was located near Hieropolis, which was known for its hot springs, and near Colossae, which
was known for its cold, pure water. However, Laodicea was forced to receive water by aqueduct
from other areas, and by the time it arrived at Laodicea, it was lukewarm and provoked
nausea.
 The name Laodicea means “People Ruling." (It is ironic that the church was not allowing God
to rule them either.)
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 The Lord was about to tell this church the truth about their spiritual condition. There are many
things in our own character to which we can be blind, and we need someone else to point
them out to us. That is what Jesus is going to do for this church.
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1. The picture of Christ 3:14
a. As “the Amen”: Amen is a Hebrew word that is translated as “truth” in Isaiah 65:16.
In the New Testament, it is often translated as “verily” (Matt. 5:18)
b. As “the Faithful and True Witness”: The Lord is about to tell the truth about its
spiritual condition.
c. “The Beginning of the creation of God” doesn’t mean that Jesus was created.
“Beginning” means “source, origin, or ruler.”
d. This picture of Jesus being sovereign was given to prepare them for His stern
rebuke.
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2. The commendations: None

3. The major criticism: 3:15-17
a. The church is compared to "lukewarm" water, or as being virtually worthless.
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1) The works of the Laodicean church were as worthless as the city’s lukewarm
water.
2) The lukewarm Christian is comfortable, complacent, and does not see his own
need.
3) Christ says He will “spit" them out, literally "vomit." By their lack of doing
anything for the Lord - they made Him sick!
4) There are three different views on this passage:
a) Some say that they were about to lose their salvation.
b) Others say that they weren't saved to begin with. This is possible because of
the strong words Jesus uses about them.
c) Still others say that they were saved, but were not doing anything for the
Lord. This view is better for the following reasons:
c1) The Lord says that He loves them and will discipline them in 3:19. SEE
Hebs. 12:5-8 and 1 Cors. 11:32
c2) The believers here had trusted Christ for salvation, but didn't think it
necessary to serve Him. Their "nakedness" in 3:18 would refer to their
absence of works due to not serving the Lord. But Jesus said, “Without
Me you can do nothing.” (John 15:5)

b. The Laodicean church was independent, self-satisfied, and secure. V.17
1) Compare the Smyrna church (2:9) with this church (3:17).
2) This church was measuring themselves by human standards rather than by
God’s standards.
3) The Lord teaches us that when we are not growing in Him, our spiritual vision is
affected. 2 Peter 1:5-9 (This church could not see themselves or see that their
Lord was missing.)

4. The exhortation: 3:18-19
a. The Lord counsels them to get spiritual wealth. 3:18
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1) They needed to be refined. (They probably needed some persecution.)
2) They needed to be clothed in God’s righteousness, not their own self-righteous
attitude.
b. The Lord commands them to be earnest and repent. 3:19
1) It is amazing that the Lord still loved these lukewarm saints.
2) His chastening would be proof of His love.
3) “God permits churches to go through times of trial so that they might become
what He wants them to become.” (Wiersbe)
4) This church was to be zealous and repent, because they obviously weren’t doing
either one.
5. The Promise: 3:20-21
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a. The picture is of Christ standing on the outside. This is a sad picture for a
Church that is supposed to belong to the Lord.
b. The offer of Christ is an offer of sweet fellowship for believers. A believer can
belong to Christ, but miss out on the sweet fellowship with Him.
c. The promise is to rule later if they serve now.
d. The Lord “knocks” through circumstances and calls through His Word. (Wiersbe)
**This is NOT an evangelistic verse! NO NO! It’s a warning to his church!

6. The Final Appeal. 3:22

a. The letters to the seven churches address the same problems the church has faced
through the centuries.
b. These letters are God’s X rays, given to us that we might examine our own lives and
ministries. (Wiersbe)
c. The final appeal is to all individuals who will hear.
d. People in churches today would do well to listen!
e. Where does judgment begin? 1 Peter 4:17

NOTE: Verse 22 of chapter 3 contains the last reference to the church before chapter 22, implying
that the Rapture will occur before the events of chapters 4–19 and thus that the church will not be
present on earth during the Great Tribulation.

A Quote from William MacDonald on
the modern church resembling the Laodicean church:
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Luxury-living abounds on every hand while souls are dying for want of the
gospel. Christians are wearing crowns instead of bearing a cross. We
become more emotionally stirred over sports, politics, or television than we
do over Christ. There is little sense of spiritual need, little longing for true
revival. We give the best of our lives to the business world, and then turn
over the remnants of a wasted career to the Savior. We cater to our bodies
which in a few short years will return to dust. We accumulate instead of
forsake, lay up treasures on earth instead of in heaven. The general attitude
is, “Nothing too good for the people of God. If I don't pamper myself, who
will? Let's get ahead in the world and give our spare evenings to Lord.” This
is our condition on the eve of Christ's return.
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III.

The Future: What will take place later (4:1–22:21)

A. The judgment is about to begin
4:1–5:14
 Chapters 4 and 5 serve as an introduction to the judgments that will take place in chapters 6
through 20.
 The Lamb accepts the role of starting the judgments.
 As we view heaven, we see that it is a place of worship. God’s people shall worship Him
throughout eternity. True spiritual worship is perhaps one of the greatest needs in our
individual lives and in our churches.
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1. The Throne of God
4:1–11
The word “throne” is used fourteen times in this chapter. It is also used forty-six times
in the entire book. The application is that no matter what happens on earth, God is on
His throne and is in complete control.
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a. The Invitation to Come Up 4:1
1) John was to see "things which must take place after this,” meaning the future.
SEE 1:19
2) John’s experience illustrates what will happen to God’s people when the Church
Age has run its course: heaven will open; there will be a voice and the sound of
a trumpet; and the believers will be “caught up” to heaven. SEE 1Thes. 4:13-18;
1Cor. 15:52 --- maybe not… (not really a rapture verse!)
b. The Description of the Heavenly Throne 4:2-3
1) This is God the Father here, since the Son approaches the throne in 5:6, and the
Spirit is pictured before the throne in 4:5.
2) John is only using comparisons, because it is impossible for human words to
describe what God is like in His essence.
3) The picture of the throne was one of great beauty and color.
c. The 24 Elders 4:4
1) The crowns (the same term was used for the victor's crown in the Greek games)
seem to indicate that the elders had been judged and rewarded.
2) The white robes and palm branches speak of victory. SEE Rev. 7:9
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3) As to their identity, there are differing opinions:
a) Some say they represent the 12 Tribes of Israel and the 12 Apostles.
a1) This would seem to say that the number twenty-four symbolizes the
completion of God’s people, including both Old and New Testament
believers.
a2) There were also twenty-four courses of priests in the Old Testament
temple (1Chron. 24:3-5, 18; Luke 1:5-9)
b) Others say they represent a certain group of angels.
b1) But we are not told that angels are crowned or enthroned
b2) And the elders are distinguished from the angels in 5:8-11
b3) Also we have no evidence that angels receive rewards
c) Still others say they represent the raptured and rewarded church.
c1) According to their song in 5:9-10, this group obviously includes the
church, but it may not necessarily mean that it is only the church.
c2) If it only mentioned 12 elders, then some may argue for it being
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exclusively the church.
d) Regardless of your view, do not miss that the focus is on the throne of God,
as Daniel helps us to see. Dan. 7:9
d. The 7 Spirits of God 4:5
1) Notice where the lightning and thunder are coming from.
2) The 7 Spirits = SEE notes on 1:4
e. The 4 Living Creatures 4:6-8
1) Notice the similarity between these "creatures" and those described in Ezekiel
1:4-6, 10-14; 10:20-22.
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2) There are differing views concerning these 4 living creatures:

O
O
KE

a) Some say these are symbolic of the attributes of God, such as omniscience,
omnipresence, omnipotence, majesty, patience, sovereignty, etc. (How can
this be proven from the text?)
b) Wiersbe believes that these symbolize God’s creation.
b1) This is based on God’s covenant with Noah. Gen. 9:8-10
b2) Their faces parallel God’s statement in Gen. 9:10
c) Others say they represent Christ as revealed in the 4 Gospels. (Again, how
can this be proven from the text?)
d) Some say they represent an exalted order of angelic beings.
c1) There is the amazing similarity of the Ezekiel 1 passage.
c2) These beings are seen as being distinct from God (4:8; 19:4).
c3) They are described as living beings (doing an action - 15:7), not just
symbolic representations.
c4) At one point they are even seen as being distinct from the angels. 7:11
e) Conclusion: They are 4 living creatures! Ha!

The Picture of Worship in Heaven 4:9-11
1) Their worship acknowledges the Lord as worthy of glory and honor and power
because He created all things, and by His will they exist.
2) The presentation of the crowns at His throne shows that all glory is to be given
to the Lord.
3) God is seen as the Almighty Ruler of the universe sitting on His throne of glory,
surrounded by worshipping creatures, and about to send judgment on the earth.
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f.

2. The Scroll and the Lamb
a. The Scroll with Seven Seals 5:1-5
1) A seal was used to prevent something from being opened.
2) To unroll the scroll the seven seals would need to be broken.
3) John literally "kept on shedding many tears" because no one was worthy to open
the scroll. (Note: Tears in heaven!) 5:4
4) Who told John to stop crying? 5:5
5) The Lion of the tribe of Judah - SEE Gen. 49:8-10
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6) The Root of David (Root meaning Creator and Offspring) SEE Rev. 22:16
7) Why does the Father not open the sealed scroll? SEE John 5:21-23, 26-27
b. The Lamb 5:6-7
1) As the Lamb of God, Jesus is seen as the sacrificial One, bearing away the sins of
the world (SEE John 1:29; 1 Pet 3:18). As the Lion, He is seen as the judge,
punishing His enemies (Heb 4:12-13; cf. Rev 19:11ff)
2) The Lamb had seven horns. The horn is an ancient Jewish symbol for power or
strength. They viewed the power of an animal by its horns, by which it could
push its enemies away.
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c. The Worship of the Lamb
1) In v. 8, the prayers are referred to as incense. SEE Psalm 141:1-2
2) Although these “saints” handled the prayers, there is no suggestion that they
presented them to God or had any part in answering them.
3) The worship in 5:9-10 is directed toward Jesus, our Redeemer and King.
4) In 5:9-10, some manuscripts have "us" and "we," while other manuscripts have
"they" and "them." It’s just a question of whether they include themselves
among the redeemed.
5) The angels joined in the praise in 5:11-12
6) All creatures joined in the praise in 5:13-14
7) This offering of praise to the Father and the Son is another evidence of the deity
of Christ.

The song honors the price of redemption: for You were slain
The song honors the worker of redemption: have redeemed us
The song honors the destination of redemption: have redeemed us to God
The song honors the payment of redemption: by Your blood
The song honors the scope of redemption: every tribe and tongue and people and
nation
The song honors the length of redemption: have made us kings and priests to our
God
Some Conclusions:
1) These passages show us that heaven is real and not an imaginary place.
2) These passages also show the indescribable beauty of heaven and of our God.
3) These passages affirm the utter sovereignty of God & His worthiness of worship.
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d.

===
====
Cf. Jeremiah 30:7 - Jacob’s trouble
Rev 3:10 - on the whole world
Isa 13 & 24 - because of their SIN

THE OPENING OF THE SIX SEALS (Chapter 6)
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*1 Many believe that the events beginning in chapter 6 cover the whole 7-years of Tribulation,
but see the following:
*2 The book of Revelation does not refer to seven years as such, but refers to 42 months (or 3
and 1/2 years). 11:2; 13:5
*3 The events listed in chapter 6 and afterward seem to take place in the last 3 and 1/2 years
of the Tribulation, referred to as the time of Great Tribulation (SEE 7:14).
*4 There are striking similarities between the order of events in Matthew 24-25 (Christ's
sermon on the end times) and Revelation:
“Apparently the seventh seal contains the seven trumpet judgments
(8:1-11:19) and the seventh trumpet (11:15) contains the seven bowl
judgments (16:1-21). The seven seals, therefore, contain all the
judgments until the end, when Jesus Christ returns (MacArthur, 125).
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__________________________________________________________________
*a. War -

Matt. 24:6-7

Rev. 6:3-4

*b. Famine -

Matt. 24:7

*c. Death -

Matt. 24:7-9

Rev. 6:7-8

*d. Martyrdom -

Matt. 24:9-10; 16-22

Rev. 6:9-11

*e. Sun & moon darkened;
stars falling

Matt. 24:29

Rev. 6:12-14

*f. Divine judgment

Matt. 24:32-25:26

Rev. 6:15-17
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Rev. 6:5-6

*5. The horse imagery represents God’s activity on earth. These reveal to us the forces that He
will use to accomplish His divine purposes.
* 6. As we look at the horses and riders, many have tried to interpret exactly who
these riders are. Remember that the Lord's focus is on the events that are
occurring, more than on the riders. Don't get sidetracked by the details and miss
the big picture!
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I. The First Seal: threat of war 6:1-2

A. Some interpretations of the identity of this rider are: Christ, the antichrist, or the spirit of
conquest.
1. This first rider is probably the Antichrist, who shows up with the appearance of
Messiah, coming on a white horse.
2. Again, don't lose sight of the big picture due to the interesting details!

B. It is interesting to note that this rider has a bow, but no arrows.
1. Some see this as possibly intimidation of power, but not actual war.
2. Some see this as cold war.
3.Could it possibly rumors of war before the actual wars begin?

i. Who is the Anti-Christ?
— 24 —
BI331B - Revelation

Brookes Bible Institute
Dr. Geoffrey R. Kirkland

O
O
KE

S

ii.

1. A human being who will be opposed to everything that God is
for; he will be a false Christ and deceive multitudes.
a. Walvoord says: “He is Satan’s masterpiece and the
counterfeit of all that Christ is or claims to be” (126).
2. He will come during the 7 year tribulation period; He is called
“the beast” in Revelation (11:7; 13:1-4; 14:9-11; 16:13;
19:19-20; 20:4) and will make a covenant with Israel (as their
“leader”).
3. In 2 Thess 2:3-10 he will take his seat in the Temple of God
and demand worship as “god.”
What will he do?
1. He will make a covenant of peace and prosperity and comfort
with the Jewish people at beginning of Tribulation (Dan 9:27a)
and then he’ll break it half way through and cause absolute
chaos (Dan 9:27b).

C. It is also interesting that peace is not taken from the earth until the second seal.

II. The Second Seal: war 6:3, 4
A. This second seal reveals invading armies in person to person warfare.
B. Notice that the Lord can take peace from the earth any time He wants to.
III. The Third Seal: famine
6:5, 6
A. The high prices of food show the famine conditions. (Famine often follows war.)
B. Famine conditions were a sign of disobedience of Israel. (Deut. 11:13-17)
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i. coi/nix si,tou dhnari,ou – A quart of wheat for a denarius; that is a
price for food and it is about 12x higher than normal (Guzik; Johnson,
12:474).
1. A quart of wheat is barely enough to sustain one person for
one day.
2. A denarius represents one day’s wages for an average worker.
3. Therefore: the average worker’s salary will barely provide
enough food for himself for each day and not enough to feed
his family (MacArthur, 130).
4. “In today’s language, the situation would be such that one
would have to spend a day’s wages for a loaf of bread with no
money left to buy anything else” (Walvoord, 129).

IV. The Fourth Seal: death of many
6:7, 8
A. Death has to do with the body; Hades has to do with the soul.
B. Even though one-fourth of the earth is affected here, it gives the other three-fourths an
opportunity to repent before the final judgment comes.

i. If ¼ of the earth were killed; and right now there are about 6.6 billion
people in the world (and 304 million people in the USA), that would
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take about 576 United States of America’s to get to that number
(1,750,000,000 is ¼ the world’s population)!
1. Jesus alludes to this when he says: Matthew 24:21 21 for then
there will be a great tribulation, such as has not occurred since the
beginning of the world until now, nor ever shall.

V. The Fifth Seal: martyrdom
6:9–11
A. These are the first martyrs of the Tribulation.
B. We learn here that the guilty will be punished but we must wait on God's timetable for
justice.
C. Note: Enduring to the end does not earn salvation for us, but marks us as already saved.
(Matt. 24:13)
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VI. The Sixth Seal: natural disasters
A. The great earthquake possibly caused volcanic activity, which would cover the sky with
darkness due to the ash; and the reddish tint could be caused from that or from meteors
falling. 6:12
B. The relocating of the mountains and islands shows the magnitude of these events.
6:13-14
C. Note how the judgments are getting worse, i.e. more powerful with each one.
D. The fear of the unbelievers was so great that they would rather die by horrible means
than have to face the wrath of God. 6:15-17

1. Often in the OT prophets, cosmic and celestial disturbances
are often connected with God’s judgment and His coming day
of wrath.
2. Zephaniah 1:14-16 14 Near is the great day of the LORD, Near
and coming very quickly; Listen, the day of the LORD! In it the
warrior cries out bitterly. 15 A day of wrath is that day, A day of
trouble and distress, A day of destruction and desolation, A day of
darkness and gloom, A day of clouds and thick darkness, 16 A day
of trumpet and battle cry, Against the fortified cities And the high
corner towers.
3. Joel 2:10-11 10 Before them the earth quakes, The heavens
tremble, The sun and the moon grow dark, And the stars lose their
brightness. 11 And the LORD utters His voice before His army;
Surely His camp is very great, For strong is he who carries out His
word. The day of the LORD is indeed great and very awesome, And
who can endure it?
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=======
Who is able to stand? (6:15-17)...

i. Notice who is involved in this judgment:
1. kings of the earth, great men, commanders, the rich, the
strong, every servant, free man = everyone without exception!!
No hiding here!
2. Walvoord notes: “All levels of society are here. Some are
great men, some are slaves. In relation to judgment of the Lord
Jesus Christ, however, everyone is exactly in the same
predicament. Success in the world does not help; no one
escapes” (137).
ii.
Notice how they responded to this judgment:
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pe,sete evfV h`ma/j kai. kru,yate h`ma/j – they spoke to the
mountains and the rocks to “fall upon us” and “cover us.”
Notice why they feared this judgment (two-fold):
1. avpo. prosw,pou tou/ kaqhme,nou evpi. tou/ qro,nou – from the
presence of the One who sits on the throne (God!)
2. avpo. th/j ovrgh/j tou/ avrni,ou( - from the wrath of the Lamb
(Jesus Christ).
3. I want you to know that Jesus Christ is the one who will
inflict this judgment on an unbelieving world
a. Jesus said: John 5:22 "For not even the Father
judges anyone, but He has given all judgment to the
Son,
Notice what they recognized about this judgment:
1. ti,j du,natai staqh/naiÈ- Rheorical Question – expects an
obvious answer. Who can stand against the judgment of God?
Obvious answer = One who can stand forgiven of His sins by
the blood of Christ and who has repented and surrendered his
whole life to Christ!
--> Psalm 130; Nahum 1:6
2. David Guzik Notes: Only the believer can stand before this
great judgment, the one who is justified by grace through faith
in Jesus Christ. Therefore, having been justified by faith, we
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through
whom also we have access by faith into this grace in which we
stand. (Romans 5:1-2). I declare to you the gospel which I
preached to you, which you also received and in which you
stand. (1 Corinthians 15:1). Testifying that this is the true
grace of God in which you stand. (1 Peter 5:12). The believer
can stand in the face of this great wrath of God because Jesus
already bore the wrath the believer deserved.

iii.
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iv.

S

1.

THE SAVED/REDEEMED IN THE GREAT TRIBULATION (Chapter 7)

BR

* There is a parenthesis here between the sixth and the seventh seal, where we are
introduced to two important groups of Tribulation saints.
* This chapter answers the question brought up at the end of chapter 6, "Who is able to
stand?"

I. The 144,000 of Israel
A. The calm before the storm 7:1-4
1. A great storm of God’s wrath that was about to be unleashed on the world was being
held back.
2. God is going to take time to put His seal of ownership and protection on His Jewish
remnant. (They will be protected through the rest of the Tribulation.)
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3. Israel is specifically mentioned here and God knows the identification of each tribe
even though man no longer has lthe tribal records.
4. The lesson here is that God watches over true Israel even in times of greatest distress.
B. The tribes are mentioned by name 7:5-8
1. Where did these Jewish believers come from? They were saved during the early
part of
the Tribulation.
2. Two tribes are absent from the list: Ephraim and Dan.

S

a. Perhaps they are left out because they were leaders in idolatry.
b. The tribes of Joseph and Levi are included in the list, Joseph taking the place
of his son, Ephraim.

BR
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i. evsfragisme,noi evk pa,shj fulh/j ui`w/n VIsrah,l\ - sealed from every
tribe of the sons of Israel.
1. Some think that this group is referring to the Church; but
there are way too many problems w/ this interpretation (e.g.
the term “Israel” never [not even once!] occurs in the NT
referring to the “Church”). Rather, it must be referring to
literal, ethnic Israel; the Jewish people!
2. These are called the ui`w/n VIsrah,l; The tribes are mentioned by
name (vv.4-8); the exact same phrase occurs 245x in the LXX
and every single time it refers to the Jewish descendants of
Abraham!
ii.
Romans 11:25-29 excurses:
1. In Gen 12, 15, 17 God made a covenant with Abraham saying
that all the nations of the earth would be blessed through him.
2. However, we know from OT history that Israel rejected God
and disobeyed him and played the harlot worshiping other
gods. Finally, when Jesus came for His Jewish people, they
STILL rejected him as their Promised Messiah.
3. So God rejected them (temporarily) and is working with the
church now.
a. Is God faithful? Will He ever return to His Jewish
people to save them? Or did God break his promise/
covenant to Abraham and the Jewish people?

II. The multitude of Gentiles

7:9–17

A. The palm branches are a symbol of victory. 7:9
B. These are the Gentiles who will be saved during the Tribulation. 7:10
C. Note that their worship is joined by the heavenly creatures. 7:11-12
D. This group is interpreted for us in the text. 7:13-14
E. Some believe this group will be in heaven. Others believe this is group will be in
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Jerusalem, before the Temple during the Millennial reign. (The throne mentioned in 7:15
is the word used for the Holy of Holies.)
F. These people will have gone through a great deal of suffering for their faith. 7:16-17
***HEAVEN EXCURSES***
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i. Heaven’s Description
1. evnw,pion tou/ qro,nou tou/ qeou/ – They are in the presence of
God
2. latreu,ousin auvtw – they are serving God in worship
3. h`me,raj kai. nukto.j evn tw/| naw/| auvtou – they are worshiping
God without end.
4. skhnw,sei – God dwells among them
5. peina,sousin e;ti ouvde. diyh,sousin – there will be no
uncomfortableness in heaven
6. mh. pe,sh| evpV auvtou.j o` h[lioj ouvde. pa/n kau/ma – there will be no
more pain in heaven.
7. poimanei/ auvtou.j kai. o`dhgh,sei auvtou.j – Jesus Christ will lead
and shepherd us
8. evxalei,yei o` qeo.j pa/n da,kruon – There will be no more
sorrow or tears.

THE SEVENTH SEAL & THE START OF THE SEVEN TRUMPETS (Chapters 8 & 9)
Introduction:::

•! GOD IS ANGRY WITH SIN!
o God is so angry with sin that he hates sin. He hates those who disobey Him.
o
o

Isaiah 61:8 "For I, the LORD, love justice; I hate robbery and iniquity.
Psalm 7:11 11 God is a righteous judge, a God who expresses his wrath every day.

•! GOD IS ANGRY WITH SINNERS!
o

Psalm 5:5
wrong.

5

The arrogant cannot stand in your presence; you hate all who do

BR

•! However, God is SO angry with sin and – because of His character – He MUST
punish ALL those who sin and have no forgiveness through Jesus Christ.
o God, at the same time, is MERCIFUL and hears the prayers of His people!
o

Proverbs 15:29
righteous.

29

The LORD is far from the wicked but he hears the prayer of the

•! We are in the 2nd set of 7 judgments tonight. The first set of 7 was the seal
judgments (ch. 6). There are many believers in the Tribulation during this time
bearing witness for God – and many are dying martyr’s deaths b/c of their faith (ch.
7 – 144,000 and great multitude of Gentiles).
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2nd

•! We are in the
half of the Tribulation Period. When the Lamb opens the 7th seal
on the little scroll, the judgments of the day of the Lord (i.e. the “Tribulation) will
intensify and expand dramatically (MacArthur, 151).
I. The pause of silence and the seven trumpets. 8:1-2
A. This appears to be a dramatic pause, before more awesome judgments begin.
B. Since no specific judgment is mentioned when the seventh seal is broken, it appears that
the seventh seal is made up of the seven trumpets.

S

i. sigh. evn tw/| ouvranw/| w`j h`miw,rionÅ- silence in heaven! For 30
minutes! WHY? This probably demonstrates: “a sober, awestruck
silence at the judgments to come, now that the seals are off and the
scroll can be opened” (Guzik).
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II. The angel and the prayers of the saints 8:3-4
A. Some view this angel to be the Lord Jesus, since the payers of believers come to the
Father through Him. (Praying in Jesus’ name)
B. In the context, these specific prayers would be those of the Tribulation saints asking God
for swift revenge on their enemies.
C. A censer was a pan used to hold hot coals for the burning of incense.
III. The answer to their prayers 8:5

IV. The preparation for the trumpet judgments 8:6
A. These trumpet judgments take us up to the time when the Lord Jesus Christ will descend
to the earth to destroy His enemies and then begin His earthly kingdom.
B. The first four judgments affect the natural environment; the last three affect man himself.
VI. The First Trumpet: judgment on the vegetation 8:7
A. Although a third of the earth is mentioned as being directly affected, the rest of the earth
would be indirectly affected. (The areas that are mentioned are those where man gets
most of his food.)
B. Since this mentions a third part, it shows that the judgments are not final yet. There is still
time to repent.
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i. As a result, 1/3 of the earth was absolutely destroyed (burned up!).
1. a third of the earth was burned up
2. a third of the trees were burned up
3. all the green grass was burned up
a. This means that all agricultural and commercial
prosperity is destroyed (Gaebelein, 61).

VII. The Second Trumpet: judgment on the sea 8:8-9
A. The mountain is probably a reference to a large object that fell from the skies.
B. This destruction would decrease man’s food supply further.

i. w`j o;roj me,ga puri. kaio,menon – something like a great mountain
burning with fire was cast into the Sea.
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1.

w`j – NOTE: the word “like” or “as” a mountain; this was not
a literal mountain being hurled into the Sea; but it was a great
burning mass of something which was cast into the Sea.

i. Should this be literally taken or symbolic? Because there is very
little info. Given, it is best to take it literally though acknowledging
there is figure of speech (“like”). Perhaps it is a meteor or an asteroid
being cast into the Sea and causing oceanic upheaval and ecological
destruction (much pollution!).
VIII. The Third Trumpet: judgment on the fresh water

8:10-11

S

A. This star apparently falls on waters that are inland, not on the oceans.
B. Wormwood is a desert plant that has a strong, bitter taste.
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C. This star apparently turns the water into bitter, poisonous water so that the people who
drank it die.
D. This is the reverse of the miracle of Marah, where the bitter waters were made sweet.
Exod. 15:25

i. o` :Ayinqoj – the name of this falling star is called “Wormwood” or
“bitter.” It occurs only here in the NT: it was a shrub/plant whose
leaves were used in the manufacture of a liquor so toxic that even its
manufacture was banned in many countries! Oftentimes in the OT,
“wormwood” was associated with bitterness, poison and death (Deut
29:18; Prov 5:4; Jer 9:15) (See MacArthur 158).
1. tri,ton tw/n u`da,twn eivj a;yinqon – a third of the waters
became bitter.
ii.
polloi. tw/n avnqrw,pwn avpe,qanon – many more died b/c they
drank this bitter water!

IX. The Fourth Trumpet: judgment on the light

8:12-13

BR

A. Here a third of the day was lacking normal light, and a third of the night was without light
from the moon and stars.
B. It appears that the sun, moon, and stars will be damaged, so that they will only give twothirds of their normal light.
C. A warning was given concerning the next three trumpets, implying that they would be
more severe and devastating than the previous trumpets.

=======

REVELATION 9
========
•!

Romans 11:22

22

Consider therefore the kindness and sternness of God:
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o Tonight I want to consider the second half of that phrase. I want us to
consider (Lit. “see” or “behold”) the sternness or severity or rigor of God’s
anger.
•! Even from Genesis 3, God had to judge his creation for disobeying Him (Satan
[3:14-15], woman [3:16], the man and the creation [3:17-19].
o Then just a chapter and a half later, we read:
o

Genesis 6:5-6 5 Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great on the
earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 6
And the LORD was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved
in His heart.

S

o God will again have to destroy His creation and judge all unbelievers
because this same reality is true – the hearts are wicked and rebellious.
•! Tonight we continue in the second set of judgments, the trumpet judgments.
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X. The Fifth Trumpet: demons and pain

A. The star may be a fallen angel or even Satan himself. 9:1-2
1. This bottomless pit is a place reserved for the demons. Luke 8:30-31
2. It is also the future prison for Satan. Rev. 20:1-3

i. h` klei.j tou/ fre,atoj th/j avbu,ssou – the key of the pit of the abyss
1. or “bottomless pit” – middle of the earth? (maybe); the Abyss
(abyssos) is a prison for certain demons (Luke 8:31, 2 Peter
2:4, and Jude 6). This is probably the same place as this
bottomless pit. More generally, this place is considered the
realm of the dead, the same as Hades (Romans 10:7) (Guzik).
2. Recognize: Even Satan doesn’t even have control! The Key is
given (note the passive) to him. God had to give him the key!

BR

i. Imagine: “Picture what the world would be like if we were to open
the doors of all the jails of earth and set fee the world’s most vicious
and violent criminals, giving them full reign to practice their infamies
upon mankind. Something worse than that lies in store for the world.
Satan, cast out of heaven, is not permitted to summon to his aid the
most diabolical fiends in the abyss to act as his agents in bringing
mankind to the footstool of the Beast” (Phillips quoted in MacArthur,
Rev 1-11, 258).

B. Powerful locusts come forth to torment the unbelievers. 9:3-6
1. Some believe these will have a literal sting; others believe that this may refer to
demon
possession, similar to the man with Legion in Mark 5.
2. Note the time element given to this plague: five months. 9:5, 10
V.6 - men will seek death but will not find it --- it’ll FLEE from them!!
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C. The bizarre description of the demon locusts 9:7-11
1. Abaddon and Apollyon refer to destruction and destroyer.
2. This is generally understood to refer to Satan.
Verse 7-10...
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i. ta. o`moiw,mata tw/n avkri,dwn o[moia – the likeness of the locusts was
LIKE… (notice that “like” word again!)
1. They were like:
a. Horses prepared for war
b. Crowns of gold on the head
c. Faces like that of a man
d. Hair like that of women
e. Teeth like a lion’s teeth
f. Breastplate like an iron breastplate
g. Sound was like many chariot horses running to war
h. Tail like a scorpion
i. A sting in that tail
ii.
evn tai/j ouvrai/j auvtw/n – in their tails they had the authority to
harm men for five months!

Vv.11-12:

i. Hebrew: VAbaddw,n – !ADb;a] from db;a'; meaning “to perish;” “to
destroy.” Oftentimes refers to a place of destruction.”
1. Job 26:6 6 "Naked is Sheol before Him And Abaddon has no
covering.
2. Psalm 88:11 11 Will Thy lovingkindness be declared in the grave,
Thy faithfulness in Abaddon?
3. Proverbs 15:11 11 Sheol and Abaddon lie open before the LORD,
How much more the hearts of men!

BR

ii.
Greek: VApollu,wnÅ- a participle from the verb avpollu,w; “to
destroy.”
1. It is this ONE- Abaddon and Apollyon- who is behind the
authority and destruction of these “locusts.”
So who is this King over them? Some think it’s Satan, but it can’t be because his domain is
in the heavenlies (Eph 6:12). Perhaps it is a high-ranking demon in Satan’s hierarchy
(MacArthur, Because the time, 164).
What is the purpose of all this? Why such torment and torture for 5 months? Simple. This
is God’s act upon all mankind (except believers in the Trib) to produce repentance (cf.
9:20-21).
D. The announcement that the first woe (5 months) is past. 9:12

XI. The Sixth Trumpet: demons and death (9:13ff)
A. The four angels of destruction are loosed, along with their army. 9:13-16

i. oi` te,ssarej a;ggeloi oi` h`toimasme,noi eivj th.n w[ran kai. h`me,ran kai.
mh/na kai. evniauto,n – Listen to this! – these are the angels who were
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prepared for this hour, and day, and month, and year! They have
been ready for THIS moment!
1. WHO are they? Because these angels are bound and need to
be released, it must be referring to demons (Rev 20:1ff; 2 Pet
2:4; Jude 6) because holy angels nowhere in Scripture are said
to be bound (MacArthur, Because the time, 165).
i. i[na avpoktei,nwsin to. tri,ton tw/n avnqrw,pwn- that they might kill 1/3
of mankind!
1. Earlier the demonic locusts could only torment human beings
whereas here these four angels have the authority to kill
mankind on a absolutely massive scale!
2. The judgment of the fourth seal killed ¼ of the earth’s
population (6:8), but here this additional 1/3 brings the death
toll from these two judgments alone to more than ½ of the
earth’s population (MacArthur, Because the time, 166).
ii.
dismuria,dej muria,dwn – 200 million! Literal or figurative?

Most probably literal. This is SUCH a large number. It would be
equivalent to the entire population of the US, almost four times that of
Great Britain, over twice that of Nigeria (in Africa), and eight times
that of Canada (Keener, 788).
1. So, in fact, never since the time of Noah (Gen 6-9) and the
worldwide flood has there been such a substantial proportion
of the earth’s population come under God’s righteous
judgment (Walvoord, 165).

B. The description and the power of this army 9:17-19
V.18 - 1/3 of mankind killed!
C. The reaction of unbelievers to this second woe: no repentance

9:20-21

BR

1. Note: If 1/4 of the population was killed when the fourth seal was opened
(6:7-8), and
1/3 of the remaining 3/4ths of the population was put to death here, then that
accounts for 1/2 of the earth's population at that time. 9:15; SEE Matt. 24:21-22
2. Physical pain and mass destruction will not change man’s rebellious heart; only
the new birth can do that.
Verse 20 --- the hard-heartedness & rebelliousness of MAN!

i. ble,pein du,nantai ou;te avkou,ein ou;te peripatei/n – these idols by the
way are not able to see, nor to hear, nor to walk around.
1. See Psa 115:1-8 – similar phraseology; cf. Isaiah 44:9-20 (ch.
45, 46 also)

— 34 —
BI331B - Revelation

Brookes Bible Institute
Dr. Geoffrey R. Kirkland

--> repentance is a change of MIND & of WILL & of LIFE (action).
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2. what are you worshiping? We are all worshipers. The
question is not are you worshiping; the question is what are
you worshiping?
i. ouv meteno,hsan – they also did NOT repent of their:
1. murders
2. sorceries (associated here w/ taking drugs)
3. sexual immorality
4. thefts/stealing
ii.
even with all of the destruction that is taking place all
around, unbelievers are still unrepentant and they are
even hardened!
jj.
“the closing two verses of the chapter reveal an
astounding picture of human depravity” (Scott
quoted in Walvoord, 168).

======

THE MIGHTY ANGEL AND THE LITTLE SCROLL (Chapter 10)
This parenthesis in chapters 10 and 11 describes some events in preparation for the seventh
trumpet, the third "woe."
I. Many believe this mighty angel to be the Lord Jesus Christ. 10:1-4
A. This scroll apparently contains the judgments that will occur with the Seventh Trumpet.
B. John appears to have clearly understood the messages of the seven thunders.

i. le,wn muka/taiÅ – he spoke as a lion roaring. You don’t want to meet
this lion, for just as a lion prowls, pursues, and penetrates his prey;
just as he snatches, seizes and devours his prey.
1. Amos 3:8 8 A lion has roared! Who will not fear? The Lord GOD
has spoken! Who can but prophesy?
2. Hosea 11:10 10 They will walk after the LORD, He will roar like a
lion; Indeed He will roar And His sons will come trembling from the
west.

BR

II. The opportunity for people to repent is coming to a close. 10:5-7
V.6 - there will be ‘delay’ no longer --- God’s grace ends!

III. John was told to eat the little book and to expect bitterness with sweetness. 10:8-11
“eat the book” (v.8-9)
A. As we meditate and study prophecy, we find its sweetness in the final victory and triumph
of our Lord.
B. However, we also see the bitterness of man’s rebellious nature and his refusal to repent.
Therefore, we are saddened by the eternal punishment that is awaiting all those who
refuse to come to God.

i. to. bibli,on to. hvnew|gme,- John is commanded to take the open book
from the hand of the angel (Jesus). He has authority to give the book
away. He is the one on the throne. He is the Sovereign King!
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ii.
la,be kai. kata,fage auvto – Take and Devour it! Take and eat it!
What? Why? Why would Jesus command John to take such a scroll
and eat it?
1. “This action symbolized the reception of the Word of God into
the innermost being as a necessary prerequisite to proclaim it
with confidence” (Johnson, 12:496).
2. “To eat is to incorporate into one’s being” (Feinberg, 81).
3. Read John 6:49-58 – Same idea of digesting Christ!
iii.
pikranei/ ... gluku. w`j me,liÅ - it will be sweet in your mouth
but bitter in your stomach. Bitter because in this scroll is written the
rest of the unrestrained wrath and anger of God poured out on
humanity for these last judgments. Sweet to the mouth because it is
God and His own character that is being put on display for his own
glory.
--> jeremiah 15:16 & Ezekiel 3:1-4
1. “Receiving the Word of God is a great joy, but since the Word
is an oracle of judgment, it results in the unpleasant
experience of proclaiming a message of wrath and
woe” (Johnson, 12:497).
2. “Indeed, all who love Jesus Christ can relate to John’s
ambivalence here. Believers long for Christ to return in glory,
for Satan to be destroyed, and the glorious kingdom of our
Lord to be set up on earth… but they, like Paul (Rom 9:1-3),
mourn bitterly over the judgment of the ungodly” (MacArthur,
Rev 1-11, 288).
3. “Like John, every saint should take and eat with the
assurance that the Word will be sweet, whatever sufferings
and trials he may be called upon to bear” (Walvoord, 174).
4. When was the last time that you partook of God’s Word as
your daily food?

BR

a. Deuteronomy 8:3 man does not live by bread alone, but
man lives by everything that proceeds out of the mouth of
the LORD.

THE TWO WITNESSES AND THE SEVENTH TRUMPET (Chapter 11)
Some have called chapter 11 one of the most difficult chapters to interpret in the entire book
of Revelation. Although many interpreters see different things in this chapter, the best and
safest guideline for this chapter is to accept each element literally.
--> normal, plain, consistent hermeneutic/interp.
1.)
2.)
3.)
4.)
5.)

A literal temple existing during the Tribulation
The literal city of Jerusalem
The literal time periods of 42 months (v.2), 1260 days (v.3), and 3 1/2 days (v.9,11)
The death toll of the earthquake, literally 7,000
The two witnesses as literal people
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I. John is told to do some measuring.
11:1-2
Some believe the measuring may have to do with preserving and protecting these.
II. The two witnesses

11:3–13

A. The two witnesses are given power. 11:3-6
1. Notice how long their ministry will last. 11:3
2. Their sackcloth symbolizes mourning, probably over the sins of the people. 11:3

S

darkness.

3. They are compared to two olive trees and two lampstands.
a. Olive trees = in reference to them being filled with the Spirit (oil)
b. Lampstands = in reference to them letting the truth shine in a time of
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The 2 Witnesses
i. “These guys are awesome! They are among God’s unique witnesses
who will proclaim His message of judgment during the final stages of
the Gentile trampling on Jerusalem – and will preach the gospel so
the Jewish remnant can believe” (MacArthur, Rev 1-11, 298).
ii.Their preaching (3-4)
1. They will prophesy for 1,260 days (3 ½ years; or half of the
Trib).
2. They are clothed in sackcloth symbolic of mourning b/c of the
horrific time period in which they are preaching.
3. They are referred to as those standing before the Lord (cf.
Zech 3:11-14).
a. If you’re a believer, do you faithfully preach the
gospel? The only Bible many people will ever read is
the Bible of your life.
i. Their power (5-6)
1. They have authority to cast fire out from their mouths and
consume their enemies.
2. If anyone wants to hurt them, they’ll be killed!
3. They have authority to withhold rain from the earth.
4. They have authority to turn water into blood and to smite the
earth with plagues.
a. These are two very powerful fellows that you don’t
want to be on the opponent’s side!
b. Do you know that you have power living in you—the
Holy Spirit. You can overcome sin through God’s
strength.

4. Who are these two witnesses?
a. Some say they will be Moses and Elijah because of the type of miracles
they will be doing.
b. Others believe that they may symbolize true believers who will be testifying for the
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Lord during this time.
c. Or they may be two actual individuals who will be martyred.
B. The two witnesses are killed.

‘when their time is done’ ---> You cannot die till God is done w/ you!!!

1. The beast is the Antichrist. He is the head of the revived Roman Empire and is
described for us later in chapter 13. (11:7)
a. This is the first time that the beast is mentioned.
b. Note: Nothing will stop the Lord's testimony until it is complete.

S

2. To understand the reference to Jerusalem being called Sodom (11:8), see Ezek. 16:4950. Jerusalem is also called Egypt because of its idolatry, persecution, and enslavement
to sin and unrighteousness.
3. In 11:9-10, we see the ugliness of man: the only prophets people love are dead ones.
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i. Their death (7-10)
1. When God has sovereignty determined that their prophesying
is complete, they’ll die.
2. They will be killed by the Antichrist (beast coming up from
the Abyss).
3. Their corpses will lie in the streets of Jerusalem for 3 ½ days.
a. “In the ancient world, exposing an enemy’s dead body
was the ultimate way of dishonoring and desecrating
them” (MacArthur, Rev 1-11, 303).
4. Nonbelievers will rejoice at their death (and send gifts to one
another!). Happy “Dead-Witnesses-Day!”
a. But note this, Jesus told the disciples this long before,
the world is going to hate you, and kill you. But they
did the same to Jesus!
b. If you suffer for Jesus, BLESSED are you (Matt
5:10-12).
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C. God takes care of His witnesses and the world suffers further judgment. 11:11-13
Note: the worship in 11:13 is out of fear, not out of sincerity.

i. Their resurrections (11-12)
1. After 3 ½ days, God will raise them to life and their corpses
will rise in Jerusalem’s streets.
2. They were raised to heaven in obedience to God’s summons
before the eyes of all their enemies on earth.
a. Interestingly, the only way that all the people around
the world could see this is on satellite TV or some
other kind of visual media – something that couldn’t be
done 100 years ago!
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b. Are you ready for His any moment coming? It’s
closer now than it was 2,000 years ago! Moreover, it’s
closer now than it was 30 minutes ago!
You need to serve God as a mighty warrior and a bold witness for Him. He doesn’t need
any ‘half-in half-out Christians’, he demands your whole heart and life to be living for
Him!
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i. seismo.j me,gaj – a great earthquake
ii.
to. de,katon th/j po,lewj e;pesen – so great that one-tenth of the
city was destroyed and people were killed.
1. Amazing! An earthquake, at the very hour of the ascension of
the witnesses, strikes the City of Jerusalem with lethal results;
7,000 people are killed! (Feinberg, 86).
iii.
e;mfoboi evge,nonto – then people became fearful! But yet a
terrifying fear does not save a person.
1. Check your own heart and make sure you are saved!
2. Judgment is Coming! The judge is AT the door (James 5:9).
3. Are you ready to meet your maker and your God?
a. Every knee will bow before him and every tongue will
confess—will you do it out of worship and adoration
or out of rebellion and force?

III. The Seventh Trumpet: judgment at the end of the age (11:15ff)

A. The Seventh Trumpet is heard without any explanation at this point. 11:14-15
1. The details of what the 7th trumpet will bring forth are not revealed until chapter 16.
2. The 7th trumpet introduces the 7 bowl judgments, and it also includes them.

**Although!the!7th!trumpet!sounds!here!in!11:15,!the!judgments!associated!with!it!are!
not!described!until!chapter!16.!Therefore,!chs.!12=15!are!a!digression,!taking!readings!back!
through!the!Tribulation!period!to!the!point!of!the!7th!trumpet!by!a!diﬀerent!path.!That!
path!is!seen!NOT!from!God’s!perspective,!but!rather!from!Satan’s!(cf.!MacArthur,!309).
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B. The song of praise by the 24 elders indicates that the time has come for God's final
judgment to begin. 11:16-18

i. oi` ei;kosi te,ssarej presbu,teroi … evpi. ta. pro,swpa auvtw/n kai.
proseku,nhsan tw/| qew/|- why do the 24 Elders fall on their faces and
worship God (or why does John record this parenthetical note here?)?
1. Because of the horrific plagues that will soon come to pass,
these worshippers of God in heaven see that God alone is the
Almighty Judge!
ii.
o` pantokra,twr( - The Almighty. God is the Supreme, Sole,
and Sovereign Ruler and Judge! No one can stand a chance before
this angry judge!
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1. It is God alone who can judge the dead, reward the faithful,
and destroy the ungodly.
2. Listen: The gospel is this: repent of your sins or you’re going
to go to hell, believe on the Lord Jesus Christ or you’re going
to perish forever—that’s the gospel!
3. Every sin ever committed in the history of the world will be
punished by God Himself—it will either be pardoned by Jesus
Christ or punished in hell.
Rev 11:19
C. The ark is a symbol that God has not forgotten His covenant people, and that He will bring
to pass all the promises that He made to Israel. 11:19
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i. evge,nonto avstrapai … ca,laza mega,lhÅ – God will pour out
unrestrained chaos and hell upon the earth – lightning, sounds,
thunders, earthquakes, and giant hailstones!
1. and this is the fulfillment of the reality that God is faithful.
Because he declared long ago that judgment will come upon a
world that has rejected Him—he has been so patient to have
waited THIS long!
ii.
Listen to: Hebrews 3:7-12 7 Therefore, just as the Holy
Spirit says, "TODAY IF YOU HEAR HIS VOICE, 8 DO NOT
HARDEN YOUR HEARTS AS WHEN THEY PROVOKED ME, AS
IN THE DAY OF TRIAL IN THE WILDERNESS, 9 WHERE YOUR
FATHERS TRIED Me BY TESTING Me, AND SAW MY WORKS
FOR FORTY YEARS. 10 "THEREFORE I WAS ANGRY WITH
THIS GENERATION, AND SAID, 'THEY ALWAYS GO ASTRAY
IN THEIR HEART, AND THEY DID NOT KNOW MY WAYS'; 11
AS I SWORE IN MY WRATH, 'THEY SHALL NOT ENTER MY
REST.'" 12 Take care, brethren, that there not be in any one of you an
evil, unbelieving heart that falls away from the living God.
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Application:
1. Live with HUMILITY
2. Live as an EVANGELIST
3. Live in OBEDIENCE

THE KEY FIGURES OF THE TRIBULATION ARE INTRODUCED (Chapters
12-14)
There is a pause in the time element during Chapters 12-15 to introduce the key
figures that are involved in the second half of the seven-year period.
The time element resumes in chapter 16.

I. The woman, the dragon, and the Son 12:1–6

— 40 —
BI331B - Revelation

Brookes Bible Institute
Dr. Geoffrey R. Kirkland

•! Chapters 12-15 are an interlude of 3 signs: (1) Israel and her Son, Jesus (12:1); (2)
The great dragon (12:3); and (3) The last seven bowl judgments (15:1).
o We are in the last 3 ½ years of the Tribulation period. What Jesus called:
Matthew 24:21 21 for then there will be a great tribulation, such as has not
occurred since the beginning of the world until now, nor ever shall.

A. The woman clothed with the sun 12:1-2
1. The woman is Israel. How do we know this woman represents Israel? Gen. 37:9-11
2. This symbolism in 12:2 describes Israel as the "mother" of Jesus Christ.

O
O
KE

S

1. because John qualifies what he sees as a ‘sign’ we understand
that this “woman” is representing the nation of Israel (cf. Gen
37:9-11 in Joseph’s dream).
i. o]j me,llei poimai,nein – who is about to Shepherd… -Psalm 2 and
Rev 19:15.
1. The word for Shepherd (poimai,nein) actually means to “rule
over” to “break.”
B. The red dragon with 7 heads and 10 horns 12:3-4

“God’s people have an enemy who pursues them relentlessly.
o Peter says it as: 1 Peter 5:8 Your adversary, the devil, prowls about like a roaring
lion, seeking someone to devour.

o Zechariah writes it as: Zechariah 3:1 Satan standing at his right hand to accuse
him.

o Jesus says: Matthew 16:23 Satan! You are a stumbling block to Me; for you are not
setting your mind on God's interests, but man's."

o Peter said: Acts 5:3 Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit,
o Paul wrote: 2 Corinthians 11:14 Satan disguises himself as an angel of light.

1. This dragon is defined as Satan in 12:9.
2. From the description given in Daniel 7:7-8, 24 and Rev. 13:1, this dragon will
control the world empires/kings (10 horns) during the Tribulation.
3. The tail casting down the stars. 12:4
a. Some see this as a reference to the possible war in heaven, spoken of in 12:8-9.
b. Others see this as a reference to literal stars, to world leaders, or to religious leaders.
c. Whichever view you hold, the casting down a third of the stars definitely shows the
power of the devil.
4. The attempt to kill the child is a reference to the attempt of Herod the Great to destroy
the newborn King of the Jews. 12:3-4
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•!

1.
2.
3.

purro.j – red; he is red because he is ready and eager to shed
blood (Feinberg, 91)
kefala.j e`pta. – seven heads; his power and wisdom and skill
in intellect.
ke,rata de,ka – 10 horns; his strength and power. 10 is
commonly known as the number of universality and so Satan
will attempt nothing less than “world domination.”
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e`pta. diadh,mata(- seven diadems/crowns; he claims royal
authority (diadem and not stephanos).
a. Guzik notes: “The crowns represent his presumptive
claims of royal authority against the true King. He
wants to be considered a king.”
5. h` ouvra. auvtou/ su,rei- his tail swept away 1/3 of the stars of
heaven (i.e. “angels”).
ii.
te,knon auvth/j katafa,gh|- The dragon is waiting to eagerly and
viciously devour the male child the Messiah!
4.

S

•! Excurses on Satan (See MacArthur, 14)
o Misconceptions:
♣" Many think that Satan has a pitchfork, horns, and a pointed tail.
♣" Many think that Satan is in hell and is in charge of hell.
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o Realities:
♣" Satan is not in hell; in fact, he has never been to hell.

♣" He will not be sentenced to the eternal lake of fire until after his final
rebellion is crushed (Rev 20:7-10).
♣" And when Satan does enter into hell, he still won’t be in charge; he
will be the lowest creature there undergoing the most horrible
punishment ever inflicted on any created being.
♣" Currently, however, Satan spends his time between roaming the earth
“Seeking someone to devour” (1 Pet 5:8) and being in heaven, where
he engages in his always failing attempts to thwart God’s person,
purposes, plans, and people!

C. The Son 12:5-6

The male Child refers to Jesus. SEE 19:15
The snatching up of the Child refers to the Ascension.
The fleeing of the woman is described in Matt. 24:16.
Notice the time period of 1,260 days, which is 3 & 1/2 years.
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1.
2.
3.
4.

II. The war in heaven 12:7ff

As Guzik says: “This battle will deny Satan access to heaven” (Guzik).

A. The specific time of this war is not given, but the context would suggest that it is at the
middle of the Tribulation. 12:7
B. The devil and his angels lost their place in heaven, which is hard for us to conceive that
they were actually in heaven at all. 12:8-9

i. po,lemoj evn tw/| ouvranw/|- did you ever think there’d be war in heaven?
1. Michael (an archangel) and his angels waged war with the
dragon and his angels (which has happened before; cf. Jude 9).
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2. Michael is called a “chief prince” (Dan 10:13; cf. 12:1); he is
also called “the archangel” (Jude 9).
ii.
kai. evblh,qh o` dra,kwn o` me,gaj – But Satan couldn’t win the
war! He was cast out of heaven; Notice the word “cast out” (evblh,qh)
is used 3x in this verse.
1. Notice John’s description (which is unmistakably) of Satan
here:
2. dra,kwn o` me,gaj – The great dragon; the powerful and vicious
beast.
3. o` o;fij o` avrcai/oj – the Serpent of old; the originator.
4. o` kalou,menoj Dia,boloj kai. o` Satana/j- he who is called the
Devil and Satan; The idea of a slanderer or false accuser.
5. o` planw/n th.n oivkoume,nhn o[lhn – he who deceives the whole
inhabited world;

C. There is rejoicing in heaven because the accuser is cast out, but a warning to those on the
earth. 12:10-12
1. Notice what caused Satan's defeat - the blood of the Lamb and the testimony of the
saints.
2. The devil's "short time" was 1,260 days.
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i. The believers conquered him because of (dia. to.):
1. ai-ma tou/ avrni,ou – Note, it is the blood of Jesus Christ, shed
for us sinners that saves only those who believe.
a. Guzik says: The blood speaks to us of the real,
physical death of Jesus Christ in our place, on our
behalf, before God. That literal death in our place,
and the literal judgment He bore on our behalf, is what
saves us.
2. to.n lo,gon th/j marturi,aj auvtw/n –
a. Hebrews 7:25 25 Hence, also, He is able to save forever
those who draw near to God through Him, since He always
lives to make intercession for them.
b. 1 John 2:1 My little children, I am writing these things to
you that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an
Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous;

ii.
Believers are called to rejoice (Lit. Be happy!) b/c the Devil
is cast out of heaven. He is cast to the earth to break all hell loose!
1. eivdw.j o[ti ovli,gon kairo.n e;cei- The devil knows he has a short
time. He even has no control. God is still sovereign over the
Devil!
2. “He is like a wounded, cornered animal that fights
ferociously” (Guzik).
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III. The persecution on earth (12:13-17)

i. evblh,qh eivj th.n gh/n – The Devil is Cast to the earth. This is the
second of four falls which the Bible records of Satan:
1. From glorified to profane (Ezek 28:14-16)
2. From having access to heaven (Job 1:12; 1 Kings 22:21; Zech
3:1) to now restricted access only on earth (Rev 12:13).
3. From the earth to bondage in the pit for 1,000 yrs (Rev 20)
4. From the pit to the lake of fire (Rev 20).
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i. Martin Luther was right when he penned these words:
The Prince of Darkness grim,
We tremble not for him;
His rage we can endure,
For lo, his doom is sure;
One little word shall fell him!

1. he will zealously hunt down the Jewish people (the woman =
Israel). In fact, it will be worse than the Holocaust (Matt
24:21).

A. In 12:13-14, the two wings of a great eagle describe God's supernatural help for the
faithful Jewish remnant to escape. SEE Exod. 19:4

i. ai` du,o pte,rugej tou/ avetou/ tou/ mega,lou - But God will still preserve
them as with wings of a great eagle:
1. Speaking of the Exodus: Deuteronomy 32:11-12 He spread His
wings and caught them, He carried them on His pinions. 12 "The
LORD alone guided him, And there was no foreign god with him.
2. Psalm 61:4 4 Let me dwell in Thy tent forever; Let me take refuge
in the shelter of Thy wings. Selah.
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ii.
i[na pe,thtai eivj th.n e;rhmon- but she will flee to the wilderness
and find refuge there.
1. kairo.n kai. kairou.j kai. h[misu kairou/ - time, times, ½ a time
3 ½ years!

B. The flood probably refers to the wave of persecution by the devil in his attempt to destroy
the Jews. 12:15
C. In 12:16, possibly it is the rough terrain of Israel that prevents the "flood" from devouring
them and allows them to escape, or it could be a miraculous event. SEE Numbers 16:3033

i. God’s Deliverance:
1. evboh,qhsen h` gh/ th/| gunaiki. – The earth helped the woman!
2. h;noixen h` gh/ to. sto,ma auvth/j – the earth opened its mouth
3. kate,pien to.n potamo.n – and swallowed up the river!
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D. The devil seeks vengeance on the faithful Jews who did not flee. 12:17-18

i. po,lemon – Satan wages war with 2 main groups:

tw/n throu,ntwn ta.j evntola.j tou/ qeou – Those who are
keeping the commandments of God!
2. evco,ntwn th.n marturi,an VIhsou/Å – and those who have the
testimony of Jesus!
3. Is this said of you? Do you keep God’s Commands? Are you
keeping a witness for Jesus?
1.

CONCLUSION:

o But Satan is NOT more powerful than God.
1 John 4:4 because greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world.
Romans 16:20 20 And the God of peace will soon crush (suntri,yei; to break in
pieces; to trample on)Satan under your feet.

S
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•! Know that Satan is powerful, but if you are born-again and genuinely saved this is
true of you:
Romans 8:1 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ
Jesus …Romans 8:31-34 31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for
us, who is against us? 32 He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up
for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all things? 33 Who will bring a
charge against God's elect? God is the one who justifies; 34 who is the one who
condemns? Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who was raised, who is at the
right hand of God, who also intercedes for us.
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===========
===========

IV. The beast from the sea: the Antichrist

13:1–10
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•! We are a monotheistic faith (that is, we acknowledge there is ONE God and ONE
God alone who exists and who is to be worshipped).
o But as you know, Satan hates God and tries to thwart God’s perfect plans –
yet in a deceiving way.
o Just as there is a Holy Trinity consisting of three persons of the Godhead, so
there is also an unholy Trinity consisting of three individuals who try to
thwart God’s purposes and plan. This trinity consists of Satan (the dragon),
and the 2 characters we’ll look at tonight: the beast from the sea (The
Antichrist); and the beast from the earth (the false prophet).
o The Antichrist and the false prophet are subservient (under) Satan and will
exist to do his work on the earth during the future Tribulation period.
A. This beast is to be a world ruler. 13:1-2
1. Daniel saw this beast. SEE Daniel 7:7-8, 15-27 and Rev. 17:7-13
2. Some believe that the Antichrist will be a Gentile based on his coming from the sea, i.e.,
if you define the sea by Rev. 17:15.
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3. Ten nations (10 horns, Dan. 7:24) will be under the rule of this beast.
4. In 13:2, we see that this beast combines all the evil features of the preceding world
empires, as described in Daniel 7.
5. Notice where the beast gets his power. 13:2; SEE 2Thes. 2:9
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i. e;con ke,rata de,ka kai. kefala.j e`pta. – similar to Satan in 12:1 but the
order is reversed to emphasize the power and strength (“horns”) of
this beast! (Dan 7:7, 24 shows that it 10 is a symbolic number
referring to all the world’s political authority” (MacArthur, Because,
215).
ii.
h=n o[moion – He was like… (Simile – a figure of speech).
1. parda,lei – leopard; he is quick; brisk; smooth; able to
conquer quickly
2. po,dej auvtou/ w`j a;rkou – feet like a bear symbolic of his
powerful nature to kill with his hands as a bear would.
3. sto,ma auvtou/ w`j sto,ma le,ontoj- his mouth was like the mouth
of a lion; just as a lion devours its prey in a split-second, so
this beast is immediate in blaspheming Almighty God!
4. e;dwken auvtw/| o` dra,kwn th.n du,namin – dragon gave power to
him! Of course, God has all power; so I believe that God
allows Satan to give power to this beast for a limited period of
time.

B. The fatal wound and two possible meanings: 13:3
1. Some see this as a reference to the revival of the Roman Empire, which appeared to
die.
2. Others see this as the Antichrist receiving a literal wound, which would
normally be fatal but is miraculously healed by Satan.**
3. The important point is that the Antichrist comes into power by a supernatural and
miraculous deliverance by Satan himself.
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i. evsfagme,nhn eivj qa,naton – one of the horns was slain unto death; not
representing a kingdom; but probably referring to the death of the
Antichrist and his being resurrected.
1. Whether the death is real or fake is unclear. But, the
Antichrist’s alleged death and resurrection will be a
counterfeit to Christ’s death and resurrection … Whatever
actually happens, people will believe that the Antichrist has
transcended death. Since the tribulation will be a time when
the world will experience death at an unequaled level,
Antichrist’s apparent power over death will win him
widespread acclaim (MacArthur, Because, 217).
ii.
evqauma,sqh o[lh h` gh – the whole earth marveled.
iii.
False Worship:
1. proseku,nhsan tw/| dra,konti – worshipped the dragon (Satan)
2. proseku,nhsan tw/| qhri,w – worshipped the beast (Antichrist)
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iv. ti,j o[moioj tw/| qhri,w| kai. ti,j du,natai polemh/sai metV auvtou – who is
like the beast and who can wage war with him?
1. Exodus 15:11 11 "Who among the gods is like you, O LORD? Who
is like you-- majestic in holiness, awesome in glory, working
wonders?
2. Psalm 89:6-8 6 For who in the skies above can compare with the
LORD? Who is like the LORD among the heavenly beings? 7 In the
council of the holy ones God is greatly feared; he is more awesome
than all who surround him. 8 O LORD God Almighty, who is like
you? You are mighty, O LORD, and your faithfulness surrounds you.

C. Satan and the beast will be worshipped. (Also SEE 2Thes. 2:4)

S

1. Satan makes his counterfeit religion: he takes on the role of God the Father, while the
Antichrist assumes the role of King of kings as a substitute for Christ. 13:4
2. The Antichrist’s speech is blasphemous and he makes war. 13:5-7
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3. The worshippers of the Antichrist are described. 13:8
a. The words, "from the creation of the world" seem to point to the names rather than
to the Lamb. SEE Eph. 1:4
b. The lost will not believe the truth, so now they will believe the lie.
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i. pa,ntej oi` katoikou/ntej evpi. th/j gh/j – all those who dwell upon the
earth worshipped the AntiChrist.
1. “The purpose of Satan to take the place of God is the
motivating power behind Satan’s activities today … Satan’s
desire to be like God has never changed … he is seeking today
as throughout his career to lure men to obey him instead of
God” (Walvoord, 204).
ii.
Listen to how these worshippers of the Antichrist are titled:
ou- ouv ge,graptai to. o;noma auvtou/ evn tw/| bibli,w| th/j zwh/j tou/ avrni,ou
– those whose names were not written in the lamb’s book of life!
iii.
If you think you can get through the Tribulation by
worshipping the Antichrist and then repent at the end, you’re wrong!
iv.
Book of Life: The registry in which God inscribed the names
of those chosen for salvation before the foundation of the
world” (MacArthur, Because, 219).
evsfagme,nou avpo. katabolh/j ko,smouÅ - Jesus was slain before the foundation
of the world! In the mind of God, this is how certain His plan is.

b.

i. John 17:24 24 "Father, I desire that they also, whom Thou hast given Me,
be with Me where I am, in order that they may behold My glory, which Thou
hast given Me; for Thou didst love Me before the foundation of the world
(pro. katabolh/j ko,smou).
ii. Ephesians 1:4 kaqw.j evxele,xato h`ma/j evn auvtw/| pro. katabolh/j ko,smou

c. “Therefore… The antichrist will be a man (2 Thess 2:4), but at some point in
his life, he will be indwelt by a powerful demon from the abyss. This demonpossessed man will be a gifted orator, an intellectual genius, possess great
charm and charisma, and have immense leadership power. yet no one in
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human history will be more completely the devil’s child than the
Antichrist” (MacArthur, Because the time, 215).

D. The believers are assured that their persecutors will be dwelt with by God. 13:9-10
V. The beast from the earth: the False Prophet

13:11–18

A. This beast did not come from the sea, as did the first beast, but it came out of the earth,
showing a distinguishing difference between the two beasts. 13:11
B. If this “land” or “earth” is referring to Israel, then this leader is most likely a Jew. 13:11

S

C. His two horns like a lamb give the appearance of gentleness and harmlessness, but he is
inspired by the devil. 13:11
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D. Since he is involved with worshipping the first beast, this beast is the false prophet
referred to in 16:13; 19:20 and 20:10. (13:12) (He appears to be a religious ruler who
supports the political ruler, the first beast.)
E. The second beast was able to perform "great signs" to influence people to worship the
Antichrist, the first beast. 13:13-14
1. Notice the reference to the image set up for worship. SEE 13:14 and 2Thes. 2:3-4
2. We should be very cautious about accepting something as being "of God" just because
it appears to be linked to a supernatural event. SEE Deuteronomy 13:1-3; Matt. 24:24;
2Thes. 2:9-10
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i. poiei/ shmei/a mega,la( - this false prophet performs many great signs/
miracles.
1. why? The Scriptures indicate that the devil does have power to
do miracles and that by their use he deceives people into
worshipping the beast (Walvoord, 207).
2. pu/r poih/| evk tou/ ouvranou/ katabai,nein – He can even make
fire come down out of heaven in the presence of mankind!
ii.
plana/| tou.j katoikou/ntaj evpi. th/j gh/j – he deceives the
inhabitants of the earth.
1. And O how many people will be deceived and lured into
following after this false prophet and the Antichrist!

F. Notice that the devil forces people to worship him or die, where the Lord does not even
twist people's arms. 13:15-17

i. poih/sai eivko,na tw/| qhri,w|( - an image of the beast (of the Antichrist)
will be built and erected!
1. first of all, this is a counterfeit and a mimicry of the seal of
the Holy Spirit in the true believer (cf. Eph 1:13-14)
(Walvoord, 209).
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1st

tou.j mikrou.j kai. tou.j mega,louj( kai. tou.j plousi,ouj kai. tou.j
ptwcou,j( kai. tou.j evleuqe,rouj kai. tou.j dou,louj – small to
great; rich to poor; free to slave. Everyone! Of every
economic status; of every background; of every culture and
nationality; of every faith or religion everyone!
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1.
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2. In the ancient century world, it was very common for
Roman Emperors and Kings to erect statues of themselves for
the people to worship (cf. Greece, Turkey, etc). So many sites
had Temples to these “gods” and to the Emperors!
3. dou/nai pneu/ma th/| eivko,ni tou/ qhri,ou – he will give breath to
the image of the beast! So that…
4. lalh,sh| h` eivkw.n tou/ qhri,ou – the image of the beast will
speak!
ii.
o[soi eva.n mh. proskunh,swsin th/| eivko,ni tou/ qhri,ou avpoktanqw/
sin- whoever does NOT worship the image of the beast (i.e.
idolatry) shall be killed!

i. The mark is simply a token that they are beast worshippers, and it
serves as an identification necessary to conduct business and to
purchase the necessities of life. It is another device to force ALL
people to worship the beast (Walvoord, 209).

G. Many attempts have been made to interpret the number 666 in order to find "the person"
to whom it may refer. 13:18

•! avriqmo.j ga.r avnqrw,pou evsti,n – this does NOT mean: “the number of human” b/c
what would a non human number look like? RATHER, it does mean that this is a
number of A MAN.
o The idea of trying to spiritualize 666 is wrong at this point.
o The point: John is giving future Christians during this period a truth so that
when they see a person characterized by this number “666,” they will know
that HE is none other than the Antichrist!

BR

2.

1. Probably the best interpretation is that the number 6 is one less than the perfect
number 7.
The threefold repetition (666) are a trinity of evil. NO!!!

H. Some lessons from this chapter:
1. The Great Tribulation will be a time of one world government, one world religion, and
one world economic system.
2. This will be Satan's final attempt to cause the world to worship him.
3. The dream propagated by evolutionists that the world is getting better and man is
getting smarter apart from God will be shown to be utterly false.
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Revelation 14
VI. The Lamb and the 144,000
A. Notice the Lamb is standing on Mount Zion on the earth. 14:1
1. Some believe this Zion to be symbolic for heaven. However, verse 2 says he heard a
sound from heaven, which would distinguish this Zion from being in heaven.
2. This looks forward to the time when Jesus will stand with these believers from twelve
tribes of Israel, as they are about to enter the kingdom of Christ.
3. The 144,000 are the same ones mentioned in chapter 7.
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4. Note that the Lord shows us this picture right after chapters 12 and 13.
a. In those chapters, the antichrist and the false prophet were introduced and their goal
of persecution against Israel was revealed.
b. So the Lord shows us that these 144,000 who were sealed by God earlier have made
it through the Great Tribulation and are able to stand victorious with Christ.
c. Although these are not the only ones to survive the Tribulation, it shows us that
God’s seal does protect them through this time of terrible persecution.

i. gegramme,non evpi. tw/n metw,pwn auvtw/nÅ- written on their foreheads for
all to see! They cannot hide their witness!
1. Let me ask you: Do you have this kind of witness for Christ?
Do people you know REALIZE that YOU belong to Jesus?
2. John 15:19 "If you were of the world, the world would love
its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you
out of the world, therefore the world hates you.
3. 1 Thessalonians 4:7 For God has not called us for the purpose
of impurity, but in sanctification.

B. It appears that there will be a worship song of victory sung in heaven that only the
144,000 will able to learn. 14:2-3
C. The 144,000 are described as remaining pure through such a wicked time period. 14:4-5
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1. The virginity in verse 4 may be literal or it may refer to spiritual purity, meaning they
did not defile themselves with terrible idolatry and immorality of this period.
2. They were blameless as they faithfully followed the Lamb.
3. Note: the key to being blameless is to have a close, faithful walk with the Lord.

1. Do you follow Jesus WHEREVER He leads you in life? He
may lead you into a foreign land (like Abraham; Gen 12); or
enslavement to a harsh people (like Israel; Ex 1-14); or
through a hot wilderness for 40 years (like Israel, Numbers
1-36).
i. evn tw/| sto,mati auvtw/n ouvc eu`re,qh yeu/doj(- In their mouth no lie was
found because they were blameless.
1. Can that be said of you? That no lie can even be found in
your mouth?
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2. Are you blameless? In the way you speak to others? (to your
girlfriend? Sister? Mother? Father? To God?).
3. Ephesians 4:29 29 Let no unwholesome word proceed from
your mouth, but only such a word as is good for edification
according to the need of the moment, that it may give grace to
those who hear
4. Proverbs 6:16-17 16 There are six things which the LORD
hates, Yes, seven which are an abomination to Him: 17
Haughty eyes, a lying tongue, And hands that shed innocent
blood,
5. Proverbs 12:22 22 Lying lips are an abomination to the
LORD, But those who deal faithfully are His delight.
VII. The three angels and their messages
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A. The message of the first angel is called the everlasting gospel. 14:6-7

1. Note that this message was to be given to every group of people on the earth.
2. This event was described in Matthew 24:14.
3. This "gospel" will seek to turn men away from worship of the beast and prepare them
for Christ's kingdom on earth.

i. e;conta euvagge,lion aivw,nion euvaggeli,sai- having an eternal Gospel to
preach. This emphasizes the fact that the same gospel that saved
Abraham; and David; and Isaiah; and Peter; and James; and Paul
saves You and ME!

BR

What is that eternal Gospel?
i. fobh,qhte to.n qeo.n – God is Holy! Fear Him!
1. Luke 12:4-5 4 "And I say to you, My friends, do not be
afraid of those who kill the body, and after that have no more
that they can do. 5 "But I will warn you whom to fear: fear the
One who after He has killed has authority to cast into hell; yes,
I tell you, fear Him!
ii.
do,te auvtw/| do,xan(- Bow Before Him b/c God is going to Judge
the World
1. Acts 17:31 because He has fixed a day in which He will judge
the world in righteousness.
iii.
proskunh,sate tw/| poih,santi to.n ouvrano.n kai. th.n gh/n kai.
qa,lassan kai. phga.j u`da,twn- Worship and Submit to God who made
everything!
1. Philippians 2:9-11 9 Therefore also God highly exalted Him,
and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, 10
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those who
are in heaven, and on earth, and under the earth, 11 and that
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every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the
glory of God the Father.

B. The message of the second angel had to do with the fall of Babylon the Great. 14:8
1. This fall will be described in detail in chapters 17 and 18.
2. This Babylon represents a large commercial and religious multinational system with
headquarters in Rome. (We will see these details later.)

S

C. The message of the third angel was a judgment against the worshipers of the beast and
his image. 14:9-11
1. Some believe this to also be a warning for those who may still be undecided about
taking the mark of the beast.
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2. This passage reminds us that there will be an eternal punishment for those who do not
follow the Lord.

==========

DISCOURSE ON HELL --- eternity apart from God’s grace

My#friends:#this#is#an#urgent#message;#this#is#an#emergency.#The#waterfall#of#
God’s#ocean&of&wrath#may#fall#upon#some#of#you#who#tonight#are#si;ng#here.#I&
urgently,&and&passionately&want&to&throw&the&ONLY&means&of&rescue—Christ’s&
Cross—to&you&in&God’s&Word&so&that&you&will&be&spared&this&judgment&&&ﬁnd&rest&in&
Christ.

BR

I. HELL IS FOR ALL NONBELIEVERS! (9a)
a. If anyone worships the beast (τὸ θηρίον)
II. HELL IS WHERE GOD’S WRATH IS POURED OUT! (10a)
a. The word picture used here is of God’s wrath like WINE. A powerful,
overpowering effect.
III. HELL IS WHERE GOD UNLEASHES ALL HIS FURIOUS WRATH UPON
EVERY SINNER! (10a)
a. The image continues with wine. God’s wrath is LIKE when one would
make wine in the ancient world. People often would stir & mix the wine to
DILUTE it a little bit.
IV. HELL IS WHERE GOD HIMSELF PERSONALLY INFLICTS THE
PUNISHMENT! (10b)
a. Hell’s judgment is not self-inflicted; it’s not given by Satan, or demons, or
loneliness, or depression. Hell is hell because God relentlessly brings the
punishment.
i. The sinner will BE tormented (=note passive). It is being done TO the
sinner. He receives the punishment that God inflicts.
V. HELL WILL BE A PLACE OF TORMENT IN FIRE AND BRIMSTONE! (10c)
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a. It is torture, torment, tumultuous and towering terror.
i. This is that kind of unceasing, unrelenting, unending, unmediated,
undiminishing TORMENT.
VI. HELL WILL BE HELL BECAUSE GOD IS THERE! (10d)
a. NOW---many believe God is NOT in hell; Satan owns hell. WRONG!
i. One thing to remember is that in ALL of the verses we’ve looked at
everyone who enters hell receives torment because of one primary
reality: GOD IS THERE IN ALL THE FULNESS OF HIS
WRATH & ANGER.
ii.)Hell is God's prison--where all His enemies are confined!
VII.
HELL WILL BE UNENDING TORMENT FOREVER AND EVER!
(11a)
a. The smoke of their torment goes up (emphatic verb form—viewing the
action as a process)
b.! εἰς αἰῶνας αἰώνων – an emphatic way in the Greek language to speak of
forever and ever (=unending). Lit. it reads: unto the eternity of the eternities.
Forever and ever.
i. NOTE::: no rest, no annihilation, no ceasing to exist, no just ‘going
up in air like a ‘poof’; this is ETERNAL.
VIII.
HELL IS A PLACE WHERE THERE IS NOT A FLICKERING
MOMENT OF REST! (11b)
a. Every single person in hell is constantly, perpetually, continually, relentlessly
judged. There is NO rest.
b. The sinner in hell has NO REST day or night (=all the time). There is no rest
of God’s judgment upon them.
IX. HELL IS A PLACE WHERE THE DISOBEDIENT AND THE UNBELIEVING
GO! (12)

D. Believers are encouraged. 14:12-13
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1. They are to patiently endure because the wicked will be judged. 14:12
2. They are promised a reward for being faithful to the end. 14:13

VIII. The harvest of the earth 14:14–20
A. This “one like a Son of Man” is a reference to Christ.

14:14

1. This is the same phrase used of Christ in 1:13.
2. Daniel uses the same phrase in Daniel 7:13-14.

B. The time for reaping has come. 14:15-16
1. Realize that the angel did not command Christ here, but simply relayed the message.
2. The subjects of this judgment may be Gentiles, since Israel seems to be in view in the
next harvest described in 14:17-20.

— 53 —
BI331B - Revelation

Brookes Bible Institute
Dr. Geoffrey R. Kirkland

1. “A pruning hook/sickle was a long, curved, razor-sharp iron
blade attached to a long, broomsticklike wooden handle.
Sickles were used to harvest grain; as they were held with both
hands spread apart and swept back and forth, their sharp
blades would cut off the grain stalks at ground level. The
picture here is of the Lord Jesus Christ mowing down His
enemies like a harvester cutting grain (MacArthur, 113).
C. The reaping of the vine of the earth: the unbelieving nation of Israel 14:17-20
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1. Israel is referred to as the vine. (Psalm 80:8; Isaiah 5:1-7; Jer. 2:21; 6:9)
2. Note that this crushing judgment takes place outside the city, which is probably
Jerusalem.
3. If the description of the blood flowing is to be taken literally, it will be a stream 180
miles long. This would reach from Jerusalem to the south of Edom.
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i. e;balen eivj th.n lhno.n tou/ qumou/ tou/ qeou/ to.n me,gan – He (Christ)
cast (Lit. “thrust”) them into the great winepress of the wrath of God.
1. Winepress: a lowered area of ground where grapes would be
thrown and people would stomp on the grapes to produce
juice. Then there was a small tube/tunnel connecting that vat
with a lower vat where the grape juice drained into and was
collected.
ii.
evpath,qh h` lhno.j e;xwqen th/j po,lewj – and the winepress was
trodden under foot outside the city (most probably Jerusalem).
1. pate,w - the image of trampling down on something; stomping
on something; crushing under one’s feet.
2. Isaiah 63:1-4 Who is this who comes from Edom, With
garments of glowing colors from Bozrah, This One who is
majestic in His apparel, Marching in the greatness of His
strength? "It is I who speak in righteousness, mighty to save."
2 Why is Your apparel red, And Your garments like the one
who treads in the wine press? 3 "I have trodden the wine
trough alone, And from the peoples there was no man with
Me. I also trod them in My anger, And trampled them in My
wrath; And their lifeblood is sprinkled on My garments, And
I stained all My raiment. 4 "For the day of vengeance was in
My heart…
iii.
evxh/lqen ai-ma evk th/j lhnou/ a;cri tw/n calinw/n tw/n i[ppwn –
and blood came out of the winepress (b/c of God’s trampling on their
blood) up to the horse’s bridles about 4 feet high!
iv. avpo. stadi,wn cili,wn e`xakosi,wn – Lit. 1,600 stadia about 180 miles;
that is, the length of Israel! Literal? Possibly. Figurative? Possibly.
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D. Chapter 14 has shown us the contrast between the Lord preserving the 144,000 and His
judging of the world that rejected Him and followed Satan.

PREPARATION FOR THE SEVEN BOWL JUDGMENTS (Chapter 15)
I. The victorious martyrs of the Tribulation sing a song of Deliverance. 15:1-4
A. This song is composed almost entirely of quotations from the Old Testament.
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i. tou.j nikw/ntaj … e`stw/taj evpi. th.n qa,lassan- those who overcome
the beast (i.e. Tribulation saints) were standing on the sea having the
harps of God (i.e. ready to worship Him).
1. The Point: This scene here is of the worshippers in heaven
who have been slain by the Beast but yet they have Conquered
because of their belief in Jesus Christ. They are in heaven
worshipping God!

B. As the song of Moses celebrated God's deliverance of His people from slavery in Egypt,
this song celebrates the final deliverance from Satan and his evil forces.

NOTE the character of God in this psalm

BR

i. Power of God (3b)
1. Definition: The doctrine that God is able to do all his holy
will (Grudem, 1248).
ii.
mega,la kai. qaumasta. ta. e;rga sou( ku,rie o` qeo.j o`
pantokra,twr\
1. From Psalm 111:2 2 Great are the works of the LORD; they
are pondered by all who delight in them.
2. God’s works are great and marvelous
3. o` pantokra,twr – God is the Only “Almighty”; the Only
Sovereign!
4. Isaiah 46:9 9 Remember the former things, those of long ago;
I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is none
like me.
iii.
Righteousness of God (3c)
1. Definition: The doctrine that God always acts in accordance
with what is right and that he is himself the final standard of
what is right (Grudem, 1253).
iv. di,kaiai kai. avlhqinai. ai` o`doi, sou(
1. Quote from Psalm 145:17 17 The LORD is righteous in all
His ways, And kind in all His deeds.
2. di,kaiai – All God’s ways are upright, honest, right, and
accurate.
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avlhqinai. – God’s ways are never false; they’ll never fail; they
never lie.
4. Deuteronomy 32:4 4 "The Rock! His work is perfect, For all
His ways are just; A God of faithfulness and without injustice,
Righteous and upright is He.
v. Sovereignty of God (3d)
1. Definition: God’s exercise of power over His creation
(Grudem, 1254).
vi. o` basileu.j tw/n evqnw/n
1. Quote from Jeremiah 10:7 7 Who should not revere you, O
King of the nations? This is your due. Among all the wise men
of the nations and in all their kingdoms, there is no one like
you.
2. Our God is the King of all the Nations!
3. Ps 96:1-10!
vii.
Holiness of God (4a)
1. Definition: The doctrine that God is separated from sin and
devoted to seeking His own honor (Grudem, 1243).
viii.
ti,j ouv mh. fobhqh/|( ku,rie( kai. doxa,sei to. o;noma, souÈ o[ti
mo,noj o[sioj(
1. Partly quoted from Psalm 86:9-10 9 All the nations you have
made will come and worship before you, O Lord; they will
bring glory to your name. 10 For you are great and do
marvelous deeds; you alone are God.
2. o[sioj- to be morally separated from sin; to be morally
spotless; blameless; free from wickedness; to be religiously
observing every obligation and command of God; to be a
pious and a sincere worshipper.
3. Listen to what God says about Himself: Isaiah 43:15 15 I am
the LORD, your Holy One, Israel's Creator, your King."
ix.
Revelation of God (4b)
1. Definition: The ways in which God reveals Himself to His
creation through creation and through His Word.
x. o[ti pa,nta ta. e;qnh h[xousin kai. proskunh,sousin evnw,pio,n sou( o[ti ta.
dikaiw,mata, sou evfanerw,qhsan
1. Quote from Isaiah 2:2 2 In the last days the mountain of the
LORD's temple will be established as chief among the
mountains; it will be raised above the hills, and all nations will
stream to it.
2. Quote also from Psalm 98:2 2 The LORD has made his
salvation known and revealed his righteousness to the nations.
3. In the end times, all the nations will come and worship before
God!
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3.

— 56 —
BI331B - Revelation

Brookes Bible Institute
Dr. Geoffrey R. Kirkland

S

xi.
“The righteous judgment from God proceeds from what He is
as described in this song: the God who is almighty, righteous, true,
holy, just, and worthy of worship” (Walvoord, 229).
xii.
In Sum: Feinberg says: “In their singing they extol God’s
great and marvelous works, His righteousness and truth, His
sovereignty over the nations, His holiness, and ultimate reception of
universal worship through the disclosure of His righteous
dealings” (110).

II. The seven angels are prepared for the seven last plagues. 15:5-8
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i. evgemi,sqh o` nao.j kapnou/ - the Temple was filled with smoke from:
1. The Glory of God
2. The Power of God

THE SEVEN BOWL/VIAL JUDGMENTS (Chapter 16)
These judgments are similar to the Trumpet judgments but they are greater in intensity.
I. The First Bowl: sores 16:1-2

a.
b.

c.

e[lkoj kako.n kai. ponhro.n – Ugly and painful sores (Lit. “bad and evil”)
sores!
evpi. tou.j avnqrw,pouj – these sores fell upon mankind
i. ONLY those who have rejected the beast, however.
tou.j e;contaj to. ca,ragma – those who had the mark of the beast ALL
received these horrible sores.
i. Rev 13:16-17 and 13:12 and eventually 14:9-11 – speak of those who
worship, follow, and receive the mark of the Beast

BR

II. The Second Bowl: the waters of the sea turned to blood 16:3

a.

evge,neto ai-ma – the sea became blood.
i. Rev. 8:8-9 described a partial contamination of the sea, but here it is
complete!
ii.
Everything died
iii.
No opportunity to transport goods via ocean/sea.
iv.
No fishing; No opportunity for travel or fleeing.
1. this encircles the people and does NOT allow them to leave
where they are.
v. Morris writes: “In this toxic ocean nothing can survive, and soon all
the billions of fishes and marine mammals and marine reptiles and
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the innumerable varieties of marine invertebrates will perish, thus
still further poisoning the oceans and contaminating the sea shores of
the world” (quoted in MacArthur, 141).
III. The Third Bowl: the fresh water turned to blood 16:4–7
A. Since the world had shed the blood of martyrs, they are justly rewarded with blood to
drink instead of water. 16:5-6
B. The altar probably represents the souls of the martyred saints who had been waiting for
the day their prosecutors would be punished. 16:7

eivj tou.j potamou.j kai. ta.j phga.j tw/n u`da,twn- this bowl now affects other
water sources – rivers, springs of water. Now there is NO more fresh water.
i. No wonder these judgments must happen one after another; no one
could survive for long with such lack of water and pollution of water
– the most basic commodity of life (cf. Guzik).
b. The Acknowledgment:
i. God is Righteous, God is Holy, God is Judge
ii.
God is Almighty, God is True, God is Righteous
1. sounds similar to the song in Rev. 15:3-4!
2. MacArthur says: God’s judgment of sinners is unquestionably
righteous because He is the Holy One. And although His
wrath is terrifying and deadly, it is a just, deserved, and
appropriate response to sinners’ rejection of Him (142).
iii.
But WHY?
1. o[ti ai-ma a`gi,wn kai. profhtw/n evxe,cean – the blood of the
saints and of the prophets they killed (Lit. “poured out”).
2. Deuteronomy 32:35 Vengeance is Mine, and retribution, In
due time their foot will slip; For the day of their calamity is
near, And the impending things are hastening upon them.'
3. Romans 12:19 Never take your own revenge, beloved, but
leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written,
"Vengeance is Mine, I will repay," says the Lord.
4. Hebrews 10:30-31 For we know Him who said, "Vengeance
is Mine, I will repay." And again, "The Lord will judge His
people." 31 It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the
living God.
c. God takes away their water (and water sources) because they have killed the
prophets and God will torture them because they have killed His saints!
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a.

IV. The Fourth Bowl: scorching heat from the sun (possibly solar radiation) 16:8-9

evdo,qh auvtw/| kaumati,sai tou.j avnqrw,pouj evn puri – The sun had power to
burn humans with FIRE.
b. The Burning
a.
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i. evkaumati,sqhsan oi` a;nqrwpoi kau/ma me,ga – Men were burnt with
great burnings
c. The Result
i. evblasfh,mhsan to. o;noma tou/ qeou – but they blasphemed the name of
God!
ii.
ouv meteno,hsan – they did not repent!
d. Don’t think that if something bad (or big) happens to you later in life that
you’ll finally turn around and repent and come to God.
i. The failure of men to respond with repentance shows that knowledge
or experience of judgment will not change man’s sinful condition.
Those who are not won by grace will never be won (Guzik).
ii.
“Their commitment to evil is so complete that repentance is no
longer possible. To serve the beast is to become like the
beast” (Mounce, 81).

V. The Fifth Bowl: darkness 16:10-11
A. If taken as literal darkness, then maybe this refers to power outages preventing them
from traveling to get aid for their sores?
B. If taken as symbolic darkness, then maybe this refers to more demonic activity causing
more pain and sores?

basilei,a auvtou/ evskotwme,nh – His kingdom was darkened.
i. to.n qro,non tou/ qhri,ou – “the throne of the beast is the center of
antichristian government” (Feinberg, 114).
ii.
Cf. Exodus 10:21-22 21 Then the LORD said to Moses,
"Stretch out your hand toward the sky, that there may be darkness
over the land of Egypt, even a darkness which may be felt." 22 So
Moses stretched out his hand toward the sky, and there was thick
darkness in all the land of Egypt for three days.
iii.
Joel 2:1-2 for the day of the LORD is coming. It is close at
hand-- 2 a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and blackness
… Joel 3:14-15 For the day of the LORD is near in the valley of
decision. 15 The sun and moon will be darkened, and the stars no
longer shine.
iv. evmasw/nto ta.j glw,ssaj auvtw/n – They gnawed their tongues b/c of the
pain!
v. The darkness of the fifth bowl is a preview of Hell itself, which is
described by Jesus as the outer darkness (Matthew 25:30). Those
under the judgment of this fifth bowl stand, as it were, on the shores of
the lake of fire (Guzik).
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a.

Notice these people are STILL not repenting of
their sin. If the love of God doesn’t draw people
to repentance, then neither will God’s holy and
fierce wrath which is poured out. Is there any
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question, then, as to whether there will be
repentance in hell? (Feinberg, 114).
VI. The Sixth Bowl: the Battle of Armageddon (also known as Megiddo) 16:12–16

A. There are at least 50 interpretations concerning the identity of the kings from the east.
1. The most literal interpretation would say that these kings are from the
Orient, the East.
2. Regardless of who these armies are, the important focus is on their goal of
coming against Israel.
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B. The demonic spirits were used to deceive the world’s rulers so they would come to the
battle against God. 16:13-14
1. Satan, knowing that the return of Christ is coming soon, is gathering all of the world’s
military might into the Holy Land to resist the Lord Jesus who will return to the Mount
of Olives.
2. This war, rather than “battle” of Armageddon, will go on for some time, until the Lord
returns, according to Zechariah 14:1-4.

evpi. to.n potamo.n to.n me,gan to.n Euvfra,thn- This plague is targeted at a
centerpoint in Human History – the Euphrates River.
i. This Euphrates river is about 1,800 miles long, from 6-3600 ft wide,
and from 10-30 ft. deep (Feinberg, 114).
ii.
evxhra,nqh to. u[dwr auvtou/( - the waters will dry up (probably in
part from the heat of the sun in the 4th bowl)
b. Unholy Trinity - dra,kontoj … qhri,ou … yeudoprofh,tou - Satan,
AntiChrist, False Prophet.
i. They will send out demons (v.14, pneu,mata daimoni,wn)
1. they will work wonders and do signs to seduce and lead
people astray. Jesus spoke of this: Mark 13:22 22 for false
Christs and false prophets will arise, and will show signs and
wonders, in order, if possible, to lead the elect astray.
c. They are going to call all the kingdoms, rulers, and people to the land of
Israel for war on the great day!
d. Verse 15 is an INTERLUDE and cry for believers to remain faithful even
till death!
i. It is an interlude for believers during this time to be vigilant and
discerning so that the deceptive powers of Satan will not deceive them
and lead them astray (Mounce, 83).
e. sunh,gagen auvtou.j – The antichrist gathered all people to the Valley of
Megiddo (in central Israel) for the final war against God!
i. Satan, the Antichrist, false prophet have rallied all people together to
attempt to defeat and conquer Jesus in this final battle.
1. We will cover this more in the next 2 weeks (cf. Rev 17:14;
and 19:11-21 – this is no war, it is a total slaughter as Jesus
is the victor!)
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ii.

Psalm 2!

VII. The Seventh Bowl: the fall of Babylon

16:17–21

A. God did not forget Babylon’s idolatry and cruelty, and the nations are punished for joining
with her. 16:19
B. Imagine the impact and destructive power of one of these 100-pound hailstones! 16:21

evpi. to.n ave,ra – Now the earth is devastated, the seas are blood, the sun has
scorched every living thing, all the green grass is burned up, people are dead
everywhere – now the plague is upon the air!
i. ge,gonen- The voice of God says: IT IS FINISHED! (it is complete).
ii.
Jesus said this: Mark 13:20 0 "And unless the Lord had
shortened those days, no life would have been saved; but for the sake
of the elect whom He chose, He shortened the days.
iii.
This phrase - ge,gonen; “it is finished” – parallels that of Jesus
on the cross “It is Finished!” (John 19:30). God’s judgment of Christ
on Calvary provided salvation for repentant sinners; the judgment
of the seventh bowl brings doom to unrepentant sinners (MacArthur,
151).
avstrapai. kai. fwnai. kai. brontai. kai. seismo.j evge,neto me,gaj – lightning,
sounds, thunder, and there was a great earthquake.
i. pa/sa nh/soj e;fugen kai. o;rh ouvc eu`re,qhsan- even the islands and the
mountains were moved in this terrorizing episode!
ca,laza mega,lh w`j talantiai,a – huge hailstones weighing 100 pounds each!
i. BTW – the largest hailstones ever recorded in history were only 2
pounds!
evpi. tou.j avnqrw,pouj – these hailstones came down upon mankind!
i. “It takes little imagination to picture the destruction these would
cause to houses and structures, and, most agonizing of all, upon
human beings – especially children” (Feinberg, 118).
ii.
In other words, Keener writes: “It would crush everything in
its path” (805).
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a.

b.

c.
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d.

a. Today, if you hear God’s voice: Hebrews 4:7 Today if you hear His voice,
Do not harden your hearts."
i. There is deliverance, refuge, shelter, and safety from God’s wrath
for the repentant believer in Jesus Christ (Rom 8:1; Rev 3:10; 1
Thess 1:10; 5:9).

============
============
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THE JUDGMENT & FALL OF BABYLON THE GREAT (Chapters 17-18)
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•! There are so many religions in the world which are false: There is this clear
antithesis (polar opposites) which the Bible unmistakably sets up …
o God’s way
and
Man’s way
o God
and
Satan
o Jesus Christ and
every other “way” or “path”
o Light
and
darkness
o Narrow path and
broad path
o Way to life
and
the way leads to death
o Heaven
and
Hell
o Gods kingdom and
Satan’s kingdom
o Eternal life
and
eternal damnation
o Holy life
and
sinful life
o One savior
and
every other path leading to hell.

•! There is a clear antithesis (i.e. “opposite”) in the Bible that we need to know,
recognize and believe in to be saved!
o If you believe that “many roads get to heaven” then you’re not a Christian –
you’re on your way to hell.
o We must recognize that God will judge false religion and false economies –
especially that of the Antichrist which he will set up during the 7 year
Tribulation.
♣" 2 Corinthians 6:2 I tell you, now is the time of God's favor, now is
the day of salvation.

I. The Great Harlot: Babylon (Chapter 17)

BR

•! Ch. 16 ended with the 7th bowl being poured out just prior to the return of Christ.
•! Chs 17–18 rewind the tape just a bit and “zoom in” on a different scene probably
during the 7th bowl.
•! Ch.19 brings in the second coming of Christ which takes place after the destruction
of Babylon (chs 17-18).
o Babylon was introduced in Gen 10 with Nimrod (the king) and how they
then tried to build a rebellious tower reaching to heaven (=PRIDE!!).

o Other than Jerusalem, Babylon is the most
noted city in all the Bible. It was a powerful
nation—and a godless, pagan, idolatrous,
violent nation!

A. The harlot is introduced 17:1-6
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1. This harlot is a large religious and financial system with headquarters in Rome.NO!!!!
2. The picture of "sitting on many waters" shows the control of great areas of the Gentile
world.
3. This religious system is credited with the blood of the Christian martyrs and tribulation
martyrs. 17:5-6
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i. V.1 – the harlot = false, anti-God religion. Again, the harlot is the
final and false world religion.
1. “The true believing church was raptured, and the unbelieving
‘professing’ church went into the Tribulation period (Rev
2:22; 3:10) and a great religious system, under the
domination of the great harlot, arose” (Pentecost, 364).
2. sitting on many waters see v.15 the people from every tribe,
tongue and nation;
3. This false anti-God religion will be so pervasive during the
Tribulation that it will be a worldwide phenomenon.
4. The harlot’s authority will be universal; the entire world will
be committed to the false worship of the Babylonian system,
rather than the true God (MacArthur, Revelation, 161).
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i. V.2 – immorality – immorality is a figure of speech here of the
peoples of the earth leaving God and going astray to false religion,
false gods, self-idolatry, panganism, and no doubt, that people were
committing sexual immorality during this time.
ii.
Vv.3-4 – the false religious system.
1. This false religion is the woman (=harlot) who sits on the
beast = the Antichrist (cf. 13:1 = Antichrist, same
description).
2. She will be clothed in purple = symbolic of the wealth, the
royalty and the deception which the Antichrist will have.
3. Therefore, the Antichrist carries the false religious system.
Satan, who empowers the Antichrist, will lead and carry the
false corruptive religious system.
iii.
V.5 – On her “head” will be written the name “Harlot”—in
the ancient world, prostitutes would wear a headband with their name
engraved on it.
1. MYSTERY BABYLON here is symbolic for ALL worldly
resistance to God! It is the source of all false worship
(MacArthur, 165).
iv.
V.6 – she is drunk with killing and massacring the saints of the
Lord!
1. This harlot/false religious system is full of the “blood of the
saints”
a. In the 1st century—The Jews, a false religion, killed
Jesus.
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2.
3.

b. In the
century—Roman Catholics, a false religion,
killed believers because of their testimony in Christ
alone!
c. In the 20/21st centuries—Islam is killing Christians all
over the world because of their faith and testimony!
No wonder John “wondered greatly” (v.6b).
John was amazed because it wasn’t pagan persecution as he
was used to, but now it was religious persecution (in the name
of “GOD”!).
In the days when Queen Mary (“Bloody Mary”) ruled over
England—1555-1558—288 Christians were burnt at the
stake for their faith (in the name of ‘religion’).
John Rogers was the first martyr. He stood chained to a
wooden stake and as the fire rose around him up to his legs
and shoulders, he rubbed his hands together and lifted them to
heaven until he was completely consumed with fire. (Guzik)
a. This is still going on today around the world!

B. The mystery of the harlot and the beast is revealed

1. This beast is revealed as the revived Roman Empire. 17:7-9 NO!!!!
2. Although there is a lot of speculation about who these seven kings are going to be, we
won't really know until this time period occurs. 17:10-11

i. Vv.9-10 From John’s perspective, it probably refers to kingdoms/
world powers (not the hills of ROME): five kings (Egypt, Assyria,
Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece); one is (Rome), one is yet to come
(Rebuilding of Roman Empire/World system).

3. The ten horns may be future rulers who surrender their allegiance to the antichrist, but
they will only rule for a short time (figuratively, for an hour). 17:12-14
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i. Vv.12-13 – the kings and kingdoms in the future will give power and
authority to the Antichrist. This describes the religion of the first part
of the Tribulation when the Antichrist wins the hearts and souls of the
people during that time period!
ii.
V.14 – they all have one purpose: to gather together to
wage war with Jesus Christ
1. so his coming must be VERY close! (=ch. 19).
2. but believers will be spared; the chosen (Eph 1:4); the called
(John 6:44); and the faithful (Rom 8:9).

4. The ten horns appear to use the harlot for a time, and then destroy her when she is no
longer needed. 17:16-18

— 64 —
BI331B - Revelation

Brookes Bible Institute
Dr. Geoffrey R. Kirkland

II. The Fall of Babylon (Chapter 18)

Chapter 18 Answers the question: Is there an economic/world system or
government during the Tribulation?
A. The announcement of Babylon's fall 18:1-3
B. God's people are warned to stay away from her. 18:4-5
C. Babylon's judgment will be great and swift. 18:6-8
Verses 1-8
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a. Judgment declared (1-8)
i. Vv.1-2 – Babylon is fallen! She’s going down! Because of Rev
16:17-19, this judgment takes place when the 7th bowl is poured out
(MacArthur, 179).
1. some take Babylon to be referring to Rome, but I think it’s best
to leave it as it stands. Babylon here refers to literal Babylon
(on the Euphrates River in the Middle East. (modern Baghdad
in Iraq)
2. Notice how wicked this city is going to be: she will be a
swelling place of demons and have unclean spirits and hateful
birds (unclean animals to Jews!).
ii.
V.3 – she is immoral and people in the world have committed
this immorality with this false religious system.
1. People have left the true God for a false and wicked harlot!
(read Hosea)
2. merchants of the earth have become rich: this is a main
political and commercial center of commerce and a hub for
“making money” during the Tribulation period.
a. Pride, greed, self gratification, love for and worship of
money and idolatry is characteristic of this commercial
system! (cp. James 5:1-5!)
iii.
Vv.4-5 – a plea for salvation (one more time!) and reminding
believers to ABSTAIN from this immorality!
1. It is a cry to Tribulation saints to refrain from getting
involved with this false religious system, economy and wanton
luxury.
2. It is also a reminder to us that we must abstain from the
immorality and godlessness so prevalent in today’s world also!
3. ABSTAIN FROM THE WORLD:
a. 1 John 2:15-17 – don’t love the world
b. James 4:4 – don’t be friends with the world
c. 1 Cor 15:33 – "Bad company corrupts good morals."
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d. Prov 13:20 – He who walks with wise men will be
wise, But the companion of fools will suffer harm.
e. Rom 12:2 - Do not be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you
may prove what the will of God is, that which is good
and acceptable and perfect.
f. Don’t think that you can have all unbelieving friends
and be untainted by them. You can see who you really
are by looking at your friends/the people who hang
out with.
g. you can also see who you are by seeing the movies you
watch, the video games you play, the music you listen
to, what you look at on the internet—that is, what takes
up ALL your time? That is who you really are!
4. remember, sins are piled high (like a tower, =Gen 11) and God
will remember their sins and judge them: It is true when
Abraham says: Genesis 18:25 Shall not the Judge of all the
earth deal justly?"
5. “The fact that God remembers sin does not mean that God
forgot them previously, rather, it is the biblical way of saying
that the hour of reckoning and judgment has finally
come” (Feinberg, 129).
6. But for believers, God promises that he will remember our
sins no more (Heb 8:12!!).
iv.
V.6-8 – her judgments b/c of her pride; her self-gratification.
She will fall in one day!
1. She was prideful – arrogant in self glorification
2. She was hedonistic – pleasures for self fulfillment
3. She was self centered – preeminent for self promotion
4. V.6- Note: “retaliation belongs to God alone! The Bible
explicitly forbids Christians to take their own
vengeance” (MacArthur, 183)
a. Proverbs 20:22 22 Do not say, "I will repay evil";
Wait for the LORD, and He will save you.
b. Notice God’s Response to this kind of wicked pride—
absolute judgment! Burning up in total! (v.8).

D. The world mourns selfishly over the destruction of Babylon
1. The kings mourn 18:9-10

a. Judgment explained (9-24)
i. V.9 – people who got rich and benefited from the business of this
commercial and political economy will weep over her destruction!
1. She (Babylon) will be burned and destroyed.
2. v.10 makes clear that it is the city of Babylon!
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3. judgment has come in one hour (swift, quick judgment upon
this wicked city and economy by the LORD).
2. The merchants of the earth 18:11-17a
3. The merchants of the sea 18:17b-19
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i. Vv.11-14 – all of the commodities that Babylon was known for
selling, buying, importing, exporting, making $$ on!
1. A list of no less than 28 commodities that would have brought
in extreme wealth—billions and billions of dollars!
2. A historian from the 2nd century AD estimated that Rome’s
imports just from China, India, and Arabia were at roughly 30
million denarii (a denarii was a day’s wage in Israel). That
would equal 30 million days of work worth of money and
food! (cf. Keener, 808)
ii.
V.15 – people will mourn and weep (not in repentance) but
because their cause for MONEY and WICKED, IMMORAL ACTS
are gone!
1. vv.15-20 – all the mourning and weeping of the people over
the Babylon’s destruction!
2. it was a swift destruction! They mourn selfishly! Self interest
sorrow!
a. But their weeping is not in repentance, but because
they no longer have a source of financial gain. Their
weeping that begins here will last for eternity in hell
(Matt 8:12; 13:42, 50; 22:13; 24:51; 25:30).
iii.
V.20 – Note how dramatically the scene changes. From
earth, we shift to heaven and God’s perspective.
1. the heaven-dwellers are called to rejoice! Earth mourns
(18:15ff) but heaven rejoices! WHY? Because the saints who
suffered grievously at the hands of this apostate system are not
rejoicing that God’s justice and right anger is being poured
out! (Feinberg, 130).

E. God's people are told to rejoice because His vengeance will be complete. 18:20-24

i. V.21 – a great millstone and threw it into the sea. With a stone this
large, it would quickly fall to the bottom.
1. so it is the same w/ this wicked Babylon. It will very quickly
be destroyed.
a. Jeremiah 51:63 - 52:1 63 "And as soon as you finish
reading this scroll, you will tie a stone to it and throw
it into the middle of the Euphrates, 64 and say, 'Just so
shall Babylon sink down and not rise again because
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of the calamity that I am going to bring upon her; and
they will become exhausted.'"
b. But here, there is no stone, it is a giant grinding
millstone used by a donkey in threshing olives
picturing its sinking down fast never to rise again.
2. vv.22-23 – there will no longer be any activity going on in
Babylon –at all!
a. No longer any music or playing = total silence! It is
complete devastation and utter destruction.
b. Isaiah 13:19—19 And Babylon, the beauty of
kingdoms, the glory of the Chaldeans' pride, Will be as
when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah. 20 It will
never be inhabited or lived in from generation to
generation; Nor will the Arab pitch his tent there, Nor
will shepherds make their flocks lie down there. 21 But
desert creatures will lie down there, And their houses
will be full of owls; Ostriches also will live there, and
shaggy goats will frolic there. 22 Hyenas will howl in
their fortified towers And jackals in their luxurious
palaces. Her fateful time also will soon come And her
days will not be prolonged.
3. V.24 – in her (Babylon) was found the blood of the prophets
and of saints who have been killed. She is responsible for the
martyrs during this Tribulation!

================

THE RETURN OF CHRIST (Chapter 19)

I. God's people respond in praise to the command given in 18:20. This praise is for the destruction
of Babylon. 19:1-4
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II. God's people respond in praise again for the marriage of the Lamb is ready. 19:5-8
III. John is commanded to write about a blessing. 19:9-10
A. The church is the heavenly bride (Eph. 5:22-33); and those who are invited guests are the
rest of the redeemed.
B. True prophecy should point us to Jesus.

Background to Revelation 19
•! Judgments: the seals (ch.6), the trumpets (ch.8–9), the bowls (ch.16).
o Remember Babylon (= the false religious system and the false commercial
system existing during the Trib. period) has been judged and destroyed!
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•! Ch.19 opens with the conclusion of the Tribulation period. This is right before the
2nd coming of Jesus Christ in glory with his saints (= us).
o Since chapter 6, we have been observing the judgments on earth, but here is
a marvelous transition to rejoicing in heaven.
♣" It transitions us:
From Earth
From Satan
From Sorrow
From Tribulation
From Catastrophe

To Heaven
To Salvation
To Rejoicing
To Millennium
To Glory
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THESIS- I want you to ask yourself this question: “Am I ready for heaven?” I want to give
you one main truth tonight and we’ll delve deep into this truth as we see three imperatives
for the Christian while preparing for heaven.

WORSHIP GOD AND LET HIM JUDGE THE WICKED (1-3)
a. Why?
b. Because everyone in heaven is already worshipping (1a)
c. Meta. tau/ta h;kousa w`j fwnh.n mega,lhn o;clou pollou/ evn tw/| ouvranw/|
lego,ntwn\ a`llhloui?a,\
i. w`j fwnh.n mega,lhn – John heard something like a great voice (i.e. a
“loud”voice).
ii.
o;clou pollou/ - of an abundant crowd; many people are
joining together in this chant!
iii.
evn tw/| ouvranw/| - Notice that this crowd that John hears is in
heaven.
iv. a`llhloui?a,\ - this is the only place in the NT where we find:
Hallelujah, and here is the first of four Hallelujahs that we will find
in vv.1–6.
1. Hallelujah = Hy"³-Wll.h;(- cf. Ps 111:1; 112:1; 113:1; 117:1;
135:1; 150:1 (inclusio here with Hy"³-Wll.h).
v. In other words, what John hears here is a multitude of redeemed
people who are in heaven praising God and saying Hallelujah!
d. Because God is worthy to be worshipped (1b-2)
e. h` swthri,a kai. h` do,xa kai. h` du,namij tou/ qeou/ h`mw/n( 2 o[ti avlhqinai. kai.
di,kaiai ai` kri,seij auvtou/\
i. Not only is the crowd from heaven chanting Hallelujah, but they’re
proclaiming:
ii.
h` swthri,a… h` do,xa… h` du,namij – salvation…glory…power
all belong to God alone!
iii.
Listen: part of the reason the redeemed in heaven are praising
God is because His ways are true and His judgments are righteous.
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That means: the saints in heaven will worship God because He will
judge all unbelievers.
1. God is worthy to be worshipped. Anything or anyone who
slanders his perfect righteousness is to be judged. And for this
reason, we will be worshipping God because he will finally
and fully vindicate his justice by pouring out his righteous
anger upon unbelievers.
f. Because God will judge all His enemies (3)
g. o[ti e;krinen th.n po,rnhn th.n mega,lhn h[tij e;fqeiren th.n gh/n evn th/| pornei,a|
auvth/j( kai. evxedi,khsen to. ai-ma tw/n dou,lwn auvtou/ evk ceiro.j auvth/jÅ 3 kai.
deu,teron ei;rhkan\ a`llhloui?a,\ kai. o` kapno.j auvth/j avnabai,nei eivj tou.j aivw/
naj tw/n aivw,nwnÅ
i. th.n po,rnhn th.n mega,lhn – Because (o[ti) God has judged the great
prostitute (cf. Rev 17:1, 3, 6, 18= the false religious system/religion).
1. Remember that God will, in fact, judge his enemies and
establish perfect justice:
a. Read Deuteronomy 32:39-43
2. And Remember: Proverbs 20:22 Do not say, "I will repay
evil"; Wait for the LORD, and He will save you.
ii.
a`llhloui?a,\ - John heard a second time this Hallelujah!
1. Note: the saints are praising God in heaven and saying: o`
kapno.j auvth/j avnabai,nei eivj tou.j aivw/naj tw/n aivw,nwnunending torment for the wicked.
2. eivj tou.j aivw/naj tw/n aivw,nwn – Lit. “unto the eternities of the
eternities.” This is the most emphatic way to express an
unending period of time!
a. “The judgment is final, permanent, and irreversible …
the flames and smoke will eventually die out, but the
judgment is eternal on the souls of the sinners
destroyed” (MacArthur, 199).
3. Thomas says: “it spans the entire scope of eternity
future” (360).
iii.
Therefore, we must worship God and let Him do what only He
will do—administer the true, righteous judgment to deserving sinners.

II.

FEAR GOD AND SUBMIT TO HIS COMMANDS (4-6)
a. How?
b. Recognize He is sovereign (4, 6b)
c. kai. e;pesan oi` presbu,teroi oi` ei;kosi te,ssarej kai. ta. te,ssara zw/|a kai.
proseku,nhsan tw/| qew/| tw/| kaqhme,nw| evpi. tw/| qro,nw| le,gontej\ avmh.n a`llhloui?
a,( … o[ti evbasi,leusen ku,rioj o` qeo.j Îh`mw/nÐ o` pantokra,twrÅ
i. Notice that the 24 elders (cf. 4:4 = saints in heaven) fallen (e;pesan)
and worshipping (proseku,nhsan) God!
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ii.
Note where God is located: tw/| kaqhme,nw| evpi. tw/| qro,nw| - He
is the only one sitting upon this throne. In other words, he shares his
sovereignty with no one.
1. You aren’t King—He is.
2. You aren’t in charge—He is.
3. You aren’t to judge—He is.
4. You aren’t to retaliate—He is.
iii.
The third Hallelujah- avmh.n a`llhloui?a – the 24 elders/
believers say Amen! Hallelujah!
iv.
V.6b- evbasi,leusen – the LORD God Almighty reigns (Lit.
“reigned”)—he has been reigning and shall always reign!
d. Recognize He is to be obeyed (5)
e.
5 Kai. fwnh. avpo. tou/ qro,nou evxh/lqen le,gousa\ aivnei/te tw/| qew/| h`mw/n pa,ntej
oi` dou/loi auvtou/ Îkai.Ð oi` fobou,menoi auvto,n( oi` mikroi. kai. oi` mega,loiÅ
i. A voice went out saying: Praise God (aivnei/te)!
1. dou/loi auvtou – Lit. “his slaves”
2. oi` fobou,menoi auvto,n –Lit. “those who are fearing”
ii.
A sermon preached in the 19th c. by George Robinson noted:
“Whenever He calls, we are ready to obey. We are no longer our own
masters. We belong to His moral empire. He gives laws and He
expects obedience. He holds the right and He demands the service of
every human life (Wiersbe, 502).
iii.
Are you a slave of God? Do you obey him and revere Him?
f. Recognize He is powerful (6a)
g.
6 Kai. h;kousa w`j fwnh.n o;clou pollou/ kai. w`j fwnh.n u`da,twn pollw/n kai.
w`j fwnh.n brontw/n ivscurw/n lego,ntwn\ a`llhloui?a,(
i. The voice of this multitude booming with thunder and majestic voices
proclaiming:
ii.
This is the fourth Hallelujah- a`llhloui?a,(.
iii.
Take it to heart, one way you can prepare for a never-ending
eternity in the presence of God with the true saints of God is to Fear
God and submit to his commands and obey whatever he commands—
period!

III.

REJOICE IN GOD AND LONG FOR ETERNAL UNION WITH HIM
(7-10)
a. Why?
b. Because the final union has come (7a)
c. cai,rwmen kai. avgalliw/men kai. dw,swmen th.n do,xan auvtw/|( o[ti h=lqen o` ga,moj
tou/ avrni,ou
i. cai,rwmen … avgalliw/men … dw,swmen – Let us rejoice…exult…give
glory to God!
1. But now notice the reason why we must rejoice and give glory
to God (o[ti)…
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ii.
o` ga,moj tou/ avrni,ou – the Wedding of the Lamb—this is the
final and ultimate union which takes place between the church and her
bridegroom, Jesus Christ. They will forever be one and unified!
1. In the ANE, a marriage was the single greatest celebration and
social event in a culture. This here, in Rev.19 is the wedding
ceremony! This is the final union!
iii.
“This is the reason for the 3 commands above (v.7a), the
consummation of the union between Christ and His people” (Thomas,
365).
d. Because you will be perfectly glorified (7b-9a)
e. kai. h` gunh. auvtou/ h`toi,masen e`auth.n 8 kai. evdo,qh auvth/| i[na periba,lhtai
bu,ssinon lampro.n kaqaro,n\ to. ga.r bu,ssinon ta. dikaiw,mata tw/n a`gi,wn
evsti,nÅ 9 Kai. le,gei moi\ gra,yon\ maka,rioi oi` eivj to. dei/pnon tou/ ga,mou tou/
avrni,ou keklhme,noiÅ
i. Your Responsibility: h`toi,masen e`auth.n - she has prepared herself.
ii.
God’s Responsibility: evdo,qh auvth – it was given to her to be
clothed in white linen.
1. bu,ssinon- linen; interestingly, “pure linen was mandatory
apparel for the high priest entering the holy of holies (Lev
16:4) … it is symbolic for purity and righteous deeds (Keener,
811).
2. Notice how they both must be working together; they
complement each other.
iii.
maka,rioi – Blessed! Or: Happy! ; this is reason to rejoice
and exult!
iv. to. dei/pnon – The supper; the marriage supper; the Millennium.
1. In the ANE, this word was used in pagan Greek religions
when the common people would have a meal “with the
deity” (Behm, 2:35).
2. The Lord promised Laodicean overcomers the privilege of
participation in this supper (Rev 3:20).
f. Because God is true and His Word is true (9b)
g. kai. le,gei moi\ ou-toi oi` lo,goi avlhqinoi. tou/ qeou/ eivsinÅ
i. ou-toi oi` lo,goi avlhqinoi. tou/ qeou/ eivsin- the true words of God!
ii.
Listen up when God is speaking!
1. “God has given you his love song, his warnings, his advice,
his fatherly corrections and rebuke, accounts of his patience
and demonstrations of his love—wouldn’t you want to hear
what God has to say? AND wouldn’t it be even better if you
knew for absolute certain that these were the TRUE words of
God!?!?
iii.
Let us take it to heart: God’s Word is true; Rejoice in Him and
long for that day when we will be finally, fully and forever united
with Him!
— 72 —
BI331B - Revelation

Brookes Bible Institute
Dr. Geoffrey R. Kirkland

1. Along the same vein, the words of the Apostle Paul are
apropos: 2 Corinthians 5:20 we beg you on behalf of Christ,
be reconciled to God.

The SECOND COMING of JESUS CHRIST
Texts: Matt 24; Zech 14; Rev 19; 2 Thess 1

S

IV. The King of kings comes to judge and make war. 19:11-18
A. The blood on His robe is the blood of His enemies. (19:13) SEE Isaiah 63:1-6
B. The armies of heaven are made up of the saints (17:14), but they do not have to fight
because Jesus will win the victory by His own power. 19:14
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•! Jesus has already come. And just as sure as his first coming was, so his second
coming is just as certain!
•! Yet there are some profound differences though:
First Coming
Second Coming
Humble Servant
Sovereign Judge
Meek and mild child
angry and righteous Judge
Laid in a horse trough
Sitting on a royal throne
Died on a cross
Will no longer die
Was killed by men
Will cast men into hell
•! This second coming was foreseen and prophesied in the OT:
o Daniel 7:13-14 13 "I kept looking in the night visions, And behold, with the
clouds of heaven One like a Son of Man was coming, And He came up to the
Ancient of Days And was presented before Him. 14 "And to Him was given
dominion, Glory and a kingdom, That all the peoples, nations and men of
every language Might serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion
Which will not pass away; And His kingdom is one Which will not be
destroyed.
o Isaiah 9:6-7 6 For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; And
the government will rest on His shoulders; And His name will be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. 7 There
will be no end to the increase of His government or of peace, On the throne
of David and over his kingdom, To establish it and to uphold it with justice
and righteousness From then on and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of
hosts will accomplish this.
o Zechariah 14:3-4, 9 3 Then the LORD will go forth and fight against those
nations, as when He fights on a day of battle. 4 In that day His feet will stand
on the Mount of Olives, which is in front of Jerusalem on the east; and the
Mount of Olives will be split in its middle from east to west by a very large
valley, so that half of the mountain will move toward the north and the other
half toward the south … And the LORD will be king over all the earth; in that
day the LORD will be the only one, and His name the only one.
o
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•! If his coming is this certain to happen, how much more ought we to long for this
coming of Jesus Christ when he will finally judge his enemies and fully redeem His
own!
o As Charles Spurgeon noted regarding the 2 comings of Christ: “the man of
Nazareth will come again. None will spit in His face then, but every knee will
bow before Him. The Crucified will come again, and although the nail prints
will still be visible, no nails will then fasten His dear hands to the tree.
Instead, He will grasp the scepter of universal sovereignty, and He will reign
forever and ever. Hallelujah! (Second Coming, 173).
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Background to Revelation 19
•! Timing: This is after the 7 bowl judgments (ch.16).
•! Babylon: has been destroyed (chs.17–18)
•! Millennium: The coming of Christ is at the conclusion of the 7 year tribulation
immediately before he begins the 1,000 literal reign on the earth as King from
Jerusalem (cf. Isa 11:1ff; Micah 2).
•! We have now come to the fulfillment of Acts 17:31—He has fixed a day in which
He will judge the world in righteousness through a Man whom He has appointed,
having furnished proof to all men by raising Him from the dead."

THESIS- Jesus will come back again. And when he comes, his coming will be marked by 3
distinctives (1) Sovereign Judgment; (2) Saints Triumphant; and (3) Supreme Victory:
V. The beast and his followers are quickly destroyed. 19:19-21
A. This shows the powerlessness of the Beast against God. 19:20
B. This event is seen as more of a judgment than a battle.
C. The Great Tribulation is now ended.

SOVEREIGN JUDGMENT (11-16)
Notice 3 things we can learn about this Judge who inflicts Sovereign Judgment:
a. The Name of the Judge (11)
b. Kai. ei=don to.n ouvrano.n hvnew|gme,non( kai. ivdou. i[ppoj leuko,j kai. o` kaqh,menoj
evpV auvto.n Îkalou,menojÐ pisto.j kai. avlhqino,j( kai. evn dikaiosu,nh| kri,nei kai.
polemei/
i. i[ppoj leuko,j – a white horse! In the ANE, most soldiers were foot
soldiers, so to have a horse for battle was a significant advantage. “A
horse spoke of honor, power, and speed—and the color signifies
victory” (Guzik).
ii.
o` kaqh,menoj evpV auvto.n … pisto.j kai. avlhqino,j – He who was
sitting upon the white horse is identified by 2 titles:
1. Faithful (pisto.j): faithful, trustworthy, completes/finishes
what he promised.
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2. True (avlhqino,j): there is no fault in him, there is no lie, deceit,
slander, double-talk; he always does what is right, just, and
pure.
iii.
evn dikaiosu,nh| kri,nei kai. polemei – Notice how he judges
(kri,nei) and wages war (polemei/):
1. evn dikaiosu,nh| - fronted for emphasis! With perfect
righteousness.
2. God is perfect holy and nothing impure can even be in his
presence (cf. Hab 1:13-14), he must punish sin—and rightfully
so!
c. The Appearance of the Judge (12-13)
d. oi` de. ovfqalmoi. auvtou/ Îw`jÐ flo.x puro,j( kai. evpi. th.n kefalh.n auvtou/
diadh,mata polla,( e;cwn o;noma gegramme,non o] ouvdei.j oi=den eiv mh. auvto,j( 13
kai. peribeblhme,noj i`ma,tion bebamme,non ai[mati( kai. ke,klhtai to. o;noma
auvtou/ o` lo,goj tou/ qeou/Å
i. flo.x puro,j – this is same description as found in 1:14; 2:18.
1. His eyes here symbolize “penetrating, scrutinizing
omniscience” (Feinberg, 137).
2. Do you know Jesus sees everything (cf. Heb 4:13; Ps 139)?
ii.
diadh,mata polla,(- he had many royal, kingly crowns
(=sovereignty).
1. Yes Satan, Antichrist, false prophet all may have a crown, but
Jesus’ sovereignty is limitless and the most powerful!
iii.
o;noma gegramme,non o] ouvdei.j oi=den eiv mh. auvto,j- a name which
no one knew (Deut 29:29). Interestingly, in the ANE, “it may be a
way of saying that no one has power over him. Ancient magicians
claimed that they could coerce spirits once they knew their
names” (Keener, 811).
1. But here, Jesus proves that he is the Almighty, Omniscient,
Sovereign Potentate!
2. This proves his Deity
iv. i`ma,tion bebamme,non ai[mati – he had a garment dipped in blood b/c of
judgment.
1. This is NOT the blood of redemption here, but this is the
blood of judgment when he tromps on his enemies and slays
them.
2. Isa 63:1ff.
e. The Wrath of the Judge (15-16)
f. kai. evk tou/ sto,matoj auvtou/ evkporeu,etai r`omfai,a ovxei/a( i[na evn auvth/| pata,xh|
ta. e;qnh( kai. auvto.j poimanei/ auvtou.j evn r`a,bdw| sidhra/|( kai. auvto.j patei/ th.n
lhno.n tou/ oi;nou tou/ qumou/ th/j ovrgh/j tou/ qeou/ tou/ pantokra,toroj( 16 kai.
e;cei evpi. to. i`ma,tion kai. evpi. to.n mhro.n auvtou/ o;noma gegramme,non\ Basileu.j
basile,wn kai. ku,rioj kuri,wnÅ
i. r`omfai,a ovxei/a – a sharp sword; cf. 1:16; 2:12.
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auvto.j poimanei/ auvtou.j evn r`a,bdw| sidhra/|- from Ps 2:9: `~ce

ii.

(P.n:T. rcEåAy yliÞk.Ki lz<+r>B; jb,veäB. ~[eroT.).
patei/ - he will trample underfoot; he will crush; he will stomp

iii.
on.

th.n lhno.n tou/ oi;nou tou/ qumou/ th/j ovrgh/j tou/ qeou/ tou/
pantokra,toroj – Lit. “the winepress of the fury of the wrath of
God; the Almighty.
2. The picture here is that of “execution of justice that is as
awesome as it is thorough” (Hughes, 204).
3. ANE: Just as one enters the community winepress and begins
to trample on all the grapes in order to extrapolate the juice
from the vat, so also, God will take every single unbeliever
and throw them into the winepress of His Almighty wrath and
trample on them till their blood flows out and stains his White,
pure, clean garments!
a. Don’t let it be your blood that stains the white
garments of the Holy, Pure, and Righteous Savior!
iv. Basileu.j basile,wn kai. ku,rioj kuri,wn- His power and judgment
comes from his Sovereignty.
1. One Commentator remarks: “It does not mean the leavening
of existing governments with Christian principles, the spiritual
conversion of countries and empires, leaving them in
existence, and simply Christianizing them so as to exhibit
something of Christ’s spirit in their administrations; but the
total displacement of all this world’s sovereigns and
governments, the taking of all dominion and authority out of
their hands and putting it in the hands of Christ, as the true
and only King of the world” (Seiss quoted in Guzik).
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1.

SAINTS TRIUMPHANT (14, 17-19)
Notice how this triumph is described—3 key associations:
a. The Victory of the Saints (14)
b. Kai. ta. strateu,mata Îta.Ð evn tw/| ouvranw/| hvkolou,qei auvtw/| evfV i[ppoij leukoi/j
( evndedume,noi bu,ssinon leuko.n kaqaro,nÅ
i. ta. strateu,mata Îta.Ð evn tw/| ouvranw/| - the armies who were in heaven
(with him)—we will be following him as he comes to earth! We will
descend with him!
1. You will descend only if you are a believer and redeemed by
the shed blood of Jesus Christ in your place.
2. see John 14:21, 23-24 for obedience!
ii.
evfV i[ppoij leukoi/j – we will be upon white horses (cf. v.11).
1. Notice: the believers have no weapons for warfare—no shield,
no sword, no arrows, nothing. All that is mentioned is the
garments of the Redeemed:
iii.
evndedume,noi bu,ssinon – we will be clothed in linen:
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1. leuko.n – white = purity
2. kaqaro,n – pure = spotless, blameless, glorified!
c. The Feast of the Saints (17-18)
d. Kai. ei=don e[na a;ggelon e`stw/ta evn tw/| h`li,w| kai. e;kraxen ÎevnÐ fwnh/| mega,lh|
le,gwn pa/sin toi/j ovrne,oij toi/j petome,noij evn mesouranh,mati\ Deu/te
suna,cqhte eivj to. dei/pnon to. me,ga tou/ qeou/ 18 i[na fa,ghte sa,rkaj basile,wn
kai. sa,rkaj cilia,rcwn kai. sa,rkaj ivscurw/n kai. sa,rkaj i[ppwn kai. tw/n
kaqhme,nwn evpV auvtw/n kai. sa,rkaj pa,ntwn evleuqe,rwn te kai. dou,lwn kai.
mikrw/n kai. mega,lwnÅ
i. to. dei/pnon to. me,ga tou/ qeou/- saints will go to the marriage supper of
God = the Millennium; but there is another supper which will take
place!
ii.
toi/j ovrne,oij – But the birds will feast on the flesh of those
who are killed by Jesus Christ at His 2nd coming.
1. The point: “The birds will gather to the great supper of God
to eat the flesh of the slain. They are waiting for the bodies of
those who will be killed in Armageddon” (Gaebelein, 125).
2. Hear Isaiah: Isaiah 66:16 For the LORD will execute
judgment by fire And by His sword on all flesh, And those
slain by the LORD will be many (cf. Ezek 39:17-19).
3. Contrast with Luke 14:15-24.
e. The King of the Saints (19)
f. Kai. ei=don to. qhri,on kai. tou.j basilei/j th/j gh/j kai. ta. strateu,mata auvtw/n
sunhgme,na poih/sai to.n po,lemon meta. tou/ kaqhme,nou evpi. tou/ i[ppou kai. meta.
tou/ strateu,matoj auvtou/Å
i. to. qhri,on – the Antichrist (cf. 13:1-10; 14:9-11).
ii.
tou.j basilei/j th/j gh/j – the Kings of the earth at the time of
nd
the 2 coming (cf. 18:9).
iii.
ta. strateu,mata auvtw/n – their armies; all the many people
who will come with the Antichrist and the kings to wage war against
Jesus Christ in rebellion and hatred.
1. All these will wage war (poih/sai to.n po,lemon) with Jesus
Christ and with his army (note the singular!)

SUPREME VICTORY (20-21)
How is this victory supreme? See 3 Observations:
a. Notice who is seized (20a)
b. kai. evpia,sqh to. qhri,on kai. metV auvtou/ o` yeudoprofh,thj o` poih,saj ta. shmei/
a evnw,pion auvtou/( evn oi-j evpla,nhsen tou.j labo,ntaj to. ca,ragma tou/ qhri,ou
kai. tou.j proskunou/ntaj th/| eivko,ni auvtou/
i. evpia,sqh – he was seized; notice there is no description of a “war”. It
ended quickly!
1. The beast and the false prophet who did signs were seized!
2. Notice how David Guzik helps to understand it: “John says
nothing about a battle. This is an entirely one-sided affair,
more of a simple act of judgment than an actual war. The
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battle of Armageddon is the laughter of God against the
climax of man’s arrogance” (Guzik).
ii.
The false prophet was the one who:
1. Performed many miracles/signs to deceive many to worship
the Antichrist.
2. He forced men and women to receive the mark of the beast
3. He forced men and women to worship the Antichrist and his
image.
c. Notice where they’re thrown (20b)
d. zw/ntej evblh,qhsan oi` du,o eivj th.n li,mnhn tou/ puro.j th/j kaiome,nhj evn qei,w|Å
i. zw/ntej – Notice while they were still living…
ii.
evblh,qhsan oi` du,o – the two of them were cast; 1) the beast (=
Antichrist); 2) The false prophet were both cast—alive—into the
Lake of fire!
iii.
eivj th.n li,mnhn tou/ puro.j th/j kaiome,nhj evn qei,w – Lit. “to the
Lake of fire which is burning with brimstone.
1. Psalm 11:5-7 The LORD tests the righteous and the wicked,
And the one who loves violence His soul hates. 6 Upon the
wicked He will rain snares; Fire and brimstone and burning
wind will be the portion of their cup. 7 For the LORD is
righteous, He loves righteousness; The upright will behold His
face.
2. It is fitting that the Beast (=the Antichrist)
and the False Prophet are the first to enter
this eternal Lake of Fire because of their
most wicked and evil of deeds in attempting
to usurp the Sovereign throne of God.
e. Notice who will join them (21)
f. kai. oi` loipoi. avpekta,nqhsan evn th/| r`omfai,a| tou/ kaqhme,nou evpi. tou/ i[ppou th/|
evxelqou,sh| evk tou/ sto,matoj auvtou/( kai. pa,nta ta. o;rnea evcorta,sqhsan evk tw/n
sarkw/n auvtw/nÅ
i. oi` loipoi. – the “rest”—these are those who were remaining at the
end of the Trib who still had NOT become Christians. All of these.
ii.
avpekta,nqhsan evn th/| r`omfai,a – All of these were killed with
the sword.
1. There will be such a slaughter that the birds will feast
(evcorta,sqhsan) on their flesh!
iii.
This second coming corresponds with Jesus’ description of the
Sheep/Goats judgment in Matthew 25:31-46.

===========
===========
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THE MILLENNIAL KINGDOM OF CHRIST (Chapter 20)
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•! What would it be like:
o If we lived in a world which was not tainted with sin?
o If we could live life like they did in the 1st century personally, literally,
physically with Jesus?
o If we could hang out and talk with Moses, Elijah, David, Isaiah, Ezekiel,
Daniel, Ezra, Nehemiah?
o If we lived in a world when we could actually rule over people and
territories?
o If we lived in a world when God’s justice finally and fully ruled over all?
•! I just described for you much of what will characterize the Millennium!
•! Pentecost writes: “The Millennium is the time of the fulfillment of Israel’s national
covenanted blessings, during which time God will make a divine display of the
absolute authority of divine government through the rule of the Messiah, when living
men are being subjected to and tested by the authority of the King” (“The Relation,”
335).
• This text: is probably the most hotly and ferociously debated passage
in all the book of Revelation (perhaps even all the NT!).
o 3 main interpretations:
♣" Post-Millennialism—s
♣" A-Millennialism—s

♣" Pre-Millennialism—s

I. Satan will be imprisoned during the millennium. 20:1-3

A. The early church down to the time of Augustine (354-430) held to the teaching of the
earthly millennium.
B. The Lord speaks of this day and of the binding of angels in Isaiah 24:21-23.

C. There are 3 basic views of the millennium:
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1. Amillennial View
a. This view sees the millennium as the present reign of believers with Christ in heaven.
b. As far as the end times, it sees Christ’s Second Coming as the next event, then the
general resurrection and final judgment followed by Christ’s reign over the
new
earth in the eternal state.
2. Premillennial View****
a. This view believes that the Second Coming of Christ will occur, followed by a literal
1,000-year reign of Christ on the earth.
b. These events are then followed by the final resurrection, the last judgment, the new
heavens and earth, and the reign of Christ in the eternal state.
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3. Postmillennial View
a. This view sees our job at the present time as “Christianizing” the world, and then
their will be a time of peace and prosperity (the millennium).
b. After these events, it then sees Christ’s Second Coming, the final resurrection and
judgment, and then the eternal state.

SATAN WILL BE BOUND (1-3)
a. How will he be bound? (1)
b. Kai. ei=don a;ggelon katabai,nonta evk tou/ ouvranou/ e;conta th.n klei/n th/j
avbu,ssou kai. a[lusin mega,lhn evpi. th.n cei/ra auvtou/Å
i. ei=don a;ggelon – remember, John is on Patmos seeing a vision and
here he sees an angel descending from heaven!
ii.
th.n klei/n th/j avbu,ssou – The key of the “Abyss”- a;bussoj from a Greek word meaning “bottomless” or “boundless” i.e. hell
iii.
a[lusin mega,lhn –a great chain in his hand! Figurative—but
he’s going to bind Satan, an angel!
iv.
Obviously this binding is not because they got the biggest and
thickest and strongest chain; rather, this is nothing other than the
power of Almighty God who binds Satan!
1. Certainly, he is not bound now (1 Pet 5:8; 2 Cor 4:4; Eph 2:2),
but he will have NO power whatsoever during this period!
c. How long will he be bound? (2)
d. kai. evkra,thsen to.n dra,konta( o` o;fij o` avrcai/oj( o[j evstin Dia,boloj kai. o`
Satana/j( kai. e;dhsen auvto.n ci,lia e;th
i. evkra,thsen to.n dra,konta – Noticed he seized the dragon—no way of
escape. Satan was overcome by this angel (empowered by God!)
ii.
Note there are 3 modifiers so you know for sure who this
“Dragon” is:
1. o` o;fij o` avrcai/oj – Gen 3
2. Dia,boloj – Job 1 (“accuser” !j'F'h;)
3. o` Satana/j – Matt 4:1
iii.
ci,lia e;th – Satan will be bound by God’s power for 1,000
years—it is literal!
1. In the Bible, numbers must always be taken in their plain,
normal, literal meaning unless context clearly demands
you do otherwise—and here, we must be literal!
e. Why will he be bound? (3)
f. kai. e;balen auvto.n eivj th.n a;busson kai. e;kleisen kai. evsfra,gisen evpa,nw
auvtou/( i[na mh. planh,sh| e;ti ta. e;qnh a;cri telesqh/| ta. ci,lia e;thÅ meta. tau/ta
dei/ luqh/nai auvto.n mikro.n cro,nonÅ
i. e;balen … e;kleisen … evsfra,gisen – he will be cast...shut...sealed
ii.
i[na – so that…
1. mh. planh,sh| e;ti ta. e;qnh – he doesn’t deceive the Gentiels/
nations until the 1,000 years are complete
2. This is what Satan does—he deceives; he accuses; he lies
3. Satan is:
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a. The Accuser – Rev 12:10
b. The Father of Lies – John 8:44
c. The Tempter – 1 Thess 3:5
d. The Prince of the Power of the Air – Eph 2:2
e. The Roaring Lion – 1 Pet 5:8
iii.
He must be bound for 1,000 years and have no influence
over the 1,000 year period—because it is a period of Righteousness
and Joy as Jesus personally, physically, powerfully presides over the
earth as King!
1. “Satan is now dethroned as the god of this age, completely
stripped of his power. And his dethronement means the
complete enthronement of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Gaebelein,
131).
2. Isaiah 24:21-23 1 So it will happen in that day, That the
LORD will punish the host of heaven, on high, And the kings
of the earth, on earth. 22 And they will be gathered together
Like prisoners in the dungeon, And will be confined in prison;
And after many days they will be punished. 23 Then the moon
will be abashed and the sun ashamed, For the LORD of hosts
will reign on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem, And His glory will
be before His elders.

II. Those who will reign with Christ during the Millennium 20:4-6

A. Two groups will reign with Christ: 20:4
1. Those on the thrones are the saints of the Church Age who will reign with Christ as His
bride. (2Tim. 2:11-12)
2. Those who were martyred during the Tribulation will also reign with Christ.
B. The “rest of the dead” refers to unbelievers. 20:5

C. The first resurrection means those tribulation saints who were raised before the
Millennium starts. 20:5

=======
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MILLENNIUM EXCURSES*****
I.

SAINTS WILL REIGN WITH CHRIST (4-6)

Excurses on the Millennium: I want to give you seven ( 7 )
characteristics of the Millennial period:
“The OT contains hundreds of unfulfilled promises of blessing for
Israel, the nations of the earth and even for all creation, which have
never seen…fulfillment” (Gaebelein, 133).
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a. Saints of all ages will be gathered together (Rev 20:4a) (“Reunion”)
i. Saints will be raised from the dead (Rev 20:4)—Abraham, Moses,
Joshua, Samuel, David, Isaiah, Ezekiel, Joel, Amos, Micah, John the
Baptist.
ii.
Believers who died as martyrs during the Tribulation will be
raised (Rev 20:4).
iii.
This is the first resurrection (Rev 20:5)—when the OT saints
and Tribulation saints are raised at the beginning of the Millennial
period.
b. Saints of all ages will reign with Jesus Christ (Rev 20:4b; 6b)
(“Reigning”)
i. They will live and reign with Christ (Rev 20:4b)
1. 1 Corinthians 6:2 Or do you not know that the saints will
judge the world?
ii.
They shall be priests of God and of Christ and reign with
Christ 1,000 years (Rev 20:6b)
1. 2 Timothy 2:12 2 If we endure, we shall also reign with Him;
If we deny Him, He also will deny us;
2. Revelation 5:10 10 "And Thou hast made them to be a
kingdom and priests to our God; and they will reign upon the
earth."
3. Deuteronomy 28:1 "Now it shall be, if you will diligently
obey the LORD your God, being careful to do all His
commandments which I command you today, the LORD your
God will set you high above all the nations of the earth—
speaking to Israel!
4. Matthew 19:28 you also shall sit upon twelve thrones,
judging the twelve tribes of Israel.—speaking to the 12
disciples!
c. Saints of all ages will see God face to face (1 John 3:1-3; Jer 24:7; 31:33;
32:38) (“Recognition”)
i. I will give them a heart to know me (Jer 24:7)
ii.
We will see Jesus “face to face” and be “like Him” (1 John
3:2)
iii.
I will be their God and they will be my people (Jer 31:33;
32:38)
1. Matthew 5:8 "Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see
God.
d. All the OT promises to Israel’s restoration will be fulfilled—literally (Isa
9:6; Ps 2; Zech 14; Isa 11; Isa 2; Luke 1:32-33; ) (“Restoration”)
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i. Government will rest upon His shoulders…He will have a
government of peace... and uphold it with Justice and Righteousness
(Isa 9:6)
ii.
Just as Jesus’ first coming was literally fulfilled, so will his
second coming and reign on earth!
1. Luke 1:32-33
2. Ps 2!
3. Isa 9:6
e. Jesus will reign as Sovereign King ruling over the nations (Ps 2; Jer
31:31ff; Ps 110; 2 Sam 7:13-16) (“Ruler”)
i. Jesus will reign in Zion, the Holy Mountain (Ps 2:6)
ii.
There will still be those who are born during this 1,000 year
time period who will, in their sinful and hard hearts, rebel against
Jesus and His righteous reign (Rev 20:7-10).
f. This is a time of national and personal righteousness (Ps 72:7; Isa
32:15-20; Ezek 39:29; Joel 2:28-32) (“Righteousness”)
i. An abundance of peace will come (Ps 72:7)
ii.
Justice and Righteousness will reside and a great time of peace
(Isa 32:15-20)
iii.
God will no longer hide himself from His people (Ezek 39:29)
iv.
People will be able to escape and find shelter on Mt Zion,
where God dwells (Joel 2:32)
g. This is the foretaste of eternal happiness in the New Heavens/Earth (Rev
20:6; Isa 62:1-7) (“Realization”)
i. Isa62:7 says that Jerusalem will be the praise of the earth (like the
New Jerusalem in the New Earth, Rev 21:10-11).
ii.
Isa 59:19 – all men will fear the Lord—like in heaven, all will
worship the Lord (Rev 22:3-4)
iii.
Rom 11:25-26 – only those who enter the Kingdom will be
saved—just like those who enter the New Heavens and the new earth
(Rev 21:27).

III. Satan will be loosed at the end of the Millennium 20:7-10
A. Gog and Magog refer to the nations of the world in general. (20: 7-8)
B. Remember that all who are born during the Millennium will be born in sin and need to be
saved. Those who are not saved are the ones whom Satan will deceive.

IV. The Great White Throne Judgment & the Second
Death 20: 11-15
A. The One on the great white throne is Jesus. (John 5:22, 27)
B. The judgment of works in 20:12-13 is not for salvation, but for their degree of
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punishment. (Luke 12:46-48)
C. The distinction between Hades and Hell: (20:14-15)
1. For the unbeliever, Hades is the holding tank (prison) where they await the judgment of
the Great White Throne.
2. Hell (Gehenna is the Greek word) is the final prison for unbelievers. It is also called the
lake of fire and the second death.
Geoff’s Sermon:
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--Everyone’s sin will be paid for! No one will enter heaven sinful
in any way. No one will enter hell whose sins are atoned for. No
sin will ever be overlooked;
---->>>Sins will either be:
-Punished in Hell or Pardoned in Christ
-Justly Punished or Justified Completely
-Eternally Accusing or Eternally Atoned For
This is the last event in space/time before the end of human history dawns...
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I. THE SOVEREIGN JUDGE (11a)
a. The Throne (11a)
b. Kai. ei=don qro,non me,gan leuko.n
i. me,gan – speaks to its power
1. This judgment has absolute power; nothing can override or
overrule the Judge’s verdict here!
2. There has never or will there ever be any judgment with this
kind of severity or this kind of magnitude!
ii.
leuko.n – speaks to its purity
1. God will judge with absolute perfection; flawless
righteousness and supreme justice.
2. It is white symbolizing the holy, just, righteous perfection of
God! God never overlooks an offense! He never turns his
back to one of your sins! He will judge with absolute,
unadulterated, pure perfection!
iii.
qro,non – speaks to its purpose
1. The purpose here is for God to finally cast the sentence of
doom upon all unbelievers since the beginning of human
history and cast them into the eternal Lake of Fire.
2. The purpose is for God to judge all who have rejected him
throughout human history—from Cain, to Satan, to Hitler, to
Bin Laden, to the Antichrist, to your unsaved neighbor and
friend at school.
c. The Judge (11a)
d. to.n kaqh,menon evpV auvto,n
i. The one sitting is Jesus Christ:
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1. John 5:22 "For not even the Father judges anyone, but He
has given all judgment to the Son,
2. Acts 10:42 "And He ordered us to preach to the people, and
solemnly to testify that this is the One who has been appointed
by God as Judge of the living and the dead.
ii.
Notice there is only one person on this throne; He shares his
sovereignty and dominion with no one!
1. Psalm 103:19 The LORD has established His throne in the
heavens; And His sovereignty rules over all.
e. It is here that Jesus Christ will judge as an angry and ferocious Lion! He is
no Lamb. He is no Gentle Son or Humble Servant; NO! He is the Lion of the
Tribe of Judah who will capture, conquer, crush, and consume every foe!
f. I want you to know that Jesus Christ is the Sovereign Judge who will punish
every lost sinner who has ever lived. No sinner—who has offended the
perfect holiness of God—will escape unharmed.
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II. THE SCENE DESCRIBED (11b-12a)
a. Nowhere to Escape (11b)
b. ou- avpo. tou/ prosw,pou e;fugen h` gh/ kai. o` ouvrano.j kai. to,poj ouvc eu`re,qh
auvtoi/jÅ
i. ou- avpo. tou/ prosw,pou – From whose presence—refers to the presence
of Jesus Christ!
ii.
e;fugen h` gh/ kai. o` ouvrano.j – earth and heaven fled away!
The point: No where to flee to; no refuge available—every
unbeliever must and will be judged!
iii.
Matthew 24:35 "Heaven and earth will pass away, but My
words shall not pass away.
iv.
2 Peter 3:10 10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief,
in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will
be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be
burned up.
v. to,poj ouvc eu`re,qh auvtoi/jÅ – There was no place for the wicked to
hide. They will only wish they could hide from the presence of the
All-Knowledgeable (Omniscient) God!
c. Nobody is Overlooked (12a)
d. kai. ei=don tou.j nekrou,j( tou.j mega,louj kai. tou.j mikrou,j( e`stw/taj evnw,pion
tou/ qro,nouÅ
i. tou.j nekrou,j – The Dead—every single unbeliever who has ever lived
(tou.j mega,louj kai. tou.j mikrou,j)
1. The Great: Napoleon, Alexander the Great, Pilate, Herod the
Great, Adolf Hitler, Osama Bin Laden, etc.
2. The Small: your elementary school teacher, your next door
neighbor—those whose lives amount to very little on the
grand scheme of things.
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ii.
cf. v.13 - e;dwken h` qa,lassa tou.j nekrou.j - the idea was that if
someone died at sea, the body would never be recovered; never be
seen again—But not here! God has the power to raise the dead.
1. Those that lay at the bottom of the sea will give the people up
to this judgment.
iii.Subdivide into 5 groups who will be here at this
Judgment:
1. The God-Hating Sinner (1 Cor 6:9-10; Rev 22:15)
2. The Self-Righteous (Matt 5:48)
3. The Religious Cult-Members (John 14:6; Acts 4:12; 1 Tim
2:4)
4. The Procrastinator (Prov 27:1; 2 Cor 7:1-2)
5. The Lost Church-Members (Matt 7:22 [vv.22-28])
iv. e`stw/taj evnw,pion tou/ qro,nou- these individuals will stand before the
throne and have nowhere to run or hide!
v. In this terrifying, horrific, scary, last scene of human history and
time, God sets the scene bringing forth all the dead unbelievers to
stand and be judged before Him!

BR

III. THE SEVERE JUDGMENT (12b-13)
a. Exhibit A – Judgment According to Deeds (12b)
b. Revelation 20:12 kai. bibli,a hvnoi,cqhsan … kai. evkri,qhsan oi` nekroi. evk
tw/n gegramme,nwn evn toi/j bibli,oij kata. ta. e;rga auvtw/nÅ
i. bibli,a hvnoi,cqhsan – The Books will be opened; these are God’s
perfect, omniscient and detailed records of every single person’s life!
1. God has been keeping perfect records of every aspect of
YOUR life since your first heartbeat and breath—every word
you’ve spoken, every deed you’ve accomplished, every evil
thought, sinful intention, prideful disposition will be written in
these books!
a. Proverbs 16:2 All the ways of a man are clean in his
own sight, But the LORD weighs the motives.
ii.
kata. ta. e;rga auvtw/nÅ – every person is judged according to
their works and how his works measure up with the perfect holiness
and righteousness of God!
1. Ecclesiastes 12:14 For God will bring every act to judgment,
everything which is hidden, whether it is good or evil
2. Matthew 12:36 "And I say to you, that every careless word
that men shall speak, they shall render account for it in the day
of judgment.
3. Luke 8:17 "For nothing is hidden that shall not become
evident, nor anything secret that shall not be known and come
to light.
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4. Luke 12:3 whatever you have said in the dark shall be heard
in the light, and what you have whispered in the inner rooms
shall be proclaimed upon the housetops.
5. Hebrews 4:13 And there is no creature hidden from His sight,
but all things are open and laid bare to the eyes of Him with
whom we have to do.
iii.
Note: Steve Lawson says: Every sin will be punished and
pardoned in Christ or will be punished in hell throughout all the ages
to come – but every sin will receive a just recompense.
iv.
God’s justice demands payment for every sin for every
unbeliever! (Lawson).
c. Exhibit B – Judgment According to God’s Sovereignty (12b)
d. kai. a;llo bibli,on hvnoi,cqh( o[ evstin th/j zwh/j (v.15- ei; tij ouvc eu`re,qh evn th/|
bi,blw| th/j zwh/j gegramme,noj()
i. a;llo bibli,on – another book (singular) was opened; it is the Book of
Life.
1. This book is God’s role-book which contains every single
believer’s name from all human history—from Abraham, to
Moses, to David, to Paul, to John Calvin, to you—if you are a
believer!
ii.
Note: Names are never added as people come to faith, but
they were inscribed on this book before the foundation of the world
(Eph 1:4-5; Rev 13:8).
1. 2 Timothy 1:9 who has saved us, and called us with a holy
calling, not according to our works, but according to His own
purpose and grace which was granted us in Christ Jesus from
all eternity,
iii.
Remember this truth: Salvation is by grace and judgment is
by works!
iv.
If you are saved, you are saved by God’s grace through the
free gift of salvation in Jesus Christ; but if you reject him, you are
judged by your works and you will always be found GUILTY!
v. Daniel 5:27 You have been weighed on the scales and found
wanting.
e. Don’t let this severe punishment take you captive. If you attempt to appear
before God, the Judge’s, throne based on your good works, his severe and
perfect judgment will find you severely lacking in perfection and you’ll be
found guilty and sentenced to hell without a drop of mercy or grace!

IV. THE SENTENCE DETERMINED (14-15)
a. The Final Destination For The Wicked (Lake of Fire) (14-15)
b. kai. o` qa,natoj kai. o` a[|dhj evblh,qhsan eivj th.n li,mnhn tou/ puro,jÅ ou-toj o`
qa,natoj o` deu,tero,j evstin( h` li,mnh tou/ puro,jÅ 15 kai. ei; tij ouvc eu`re,qh evn
th/| bi,blw| th/j zwh/j gegramme,noj( evblh,qh eivj th.n li,mnhn tou/ puro,jÅ
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i. o` qa,natoj kai. o` a[|dhj evblh,qhsan eivj th.n li,mnhn tou/ puro,j- this
means that all those who were in death (from beginning of the world)
who have died are risen and before the throne. Death and Hades are
then thrown/cast (Note passive: evblh,qhsan) into the Lake of Fire.
1. Death= physical death
2. Hades = Hell (this is where all unbelievers presently go at the
moment of death until this great white throne Judgment!).
ii.
ou-toj o` qa,natoj o` deu,tero,j evstin(- The Second Death; the
first death is a person’s physical death; the second death is his eternal
sentence to the everlasting pains of the Lake of Fire.

S

1.! The most common way of referring to the
eternal state of the wicked is the picture
of “FIRE”:
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2. Matt 5:22 – fiery hell
3. Matt 13:50 – furnace of fire
4. Matt 9:48 – fire is not quenched
5. Mark 9:49 – salted with fire
6. Heb 10:27 – fury of a fire consuming adversaries
7. Jude 7 – punishment of eternal fire
8. Matt 18:9 – fiery hell
9. Rev 19:20 – lake of fire that burns w/ brimstone
10. Matt 3:12 – smoke of a great furnace and unquenchable fire
11. Rev 20:10 – lake of fire and brimstone
iii.
Remember, hell is NOT separation from God; the unbeliever
could only wish he were separated from God (Rev 14:9-11)
iv. ei; tij ouvc eu`re,qh evn th/| bi,blw| th/j zwh/j gegramme,noj – Are you
written in the Book of Life?
1. Gaebelein says: “To be written in the ‘Book of Life’ means to
have life in Christ. Not our works, not our character, not our
religiousness, not our tears, our prayers and our service can
put our names in the ‘Book of Life.’ Grace alone can do it!
And Grace does it as we believe on the Lord Jesus Christ! Is
Your name written there? (149).
2. Hughes notes: “There are no absentees and there are no
exemptions; nor is there any place for self-justification; every
mouth is stopped as the whole world is held accountable to
God (Rom 3:10-20) (219).
v. This is an eternal decree; there is no rest; no relief from torment; no
hope for future restoration; no grace, mercy, forgiveness, listening
ear, patience, or hope! But only a painful, conscious, ‘all-too-real’
fact that the eternal fire will be your destiny and God’s sentence
upon you if your name is not found written in this Book of Life.
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1. Acknowledge that God hates sin—your sin!
2. Acknowledge that You are a sinner—violated God’s Law!
3. Acknowledge that You are in need of a perfect Savior from your sin—Jesus
Christ
4. Acknowledge that You will live in obedience and holiness to bring God the
greatest glory!

O
O
KE

S

CONCLConcluding Illustration
•! R.C. Sproul accurately stated: “modern man is betting his eternal destiny that there
is no eternal judgment.”
•! Steve Lawson writes: “There will be no rebuttal offered, no defense rendered, no
sympathetic judge, no drop of mercy, no grace, no advocate to defend the sinner, no
mistrial of justice—but only perfect judgment.”

THE ETERNAL STATE (Chapter 21-22)
A discourse on heaven...
Heaven:

o Todd Bolen said it this way, “Christianity would not be Christianity without
its belief in heaven. Did you know that if salvation did not include the
promise of heaven, that it would be a weak salvation indeed? This world is
not our goal; the next is. If there was no heaven, we might be saved from the
condemnation of sin, and we might be saved from the power of sin, but we
would never be saved from the presence of sin. If there was no heaven, we
would never be perfectly righteous. If there was no heaven, we would not be
pilgrims and strangers in this land. If there was no heaven, we would have
no hope.”
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I. The new heaven and new earth

21:1

II. The New Jerusalem and its description

21:2-27

A. The New Jerusalem coming down out of heaven

21:2-8

1. Notice the close fellowship that believers will experience with the Lord. 21:3
2. There will be no more sadness, no more tears to be cried. 21:4
3. The overcomer is referring to believers in Christ. (1John 5:4-5) 21:7
4. Those who are not overcomers are listed in 21:8
a. Cowardly (fearful) – afraid to confess Christ
b. Unbelieving – unwilling to trust in Christ
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c. Abominable – involved in disgusting immorality
d. Murderers – involved in savage, unjust killing
e. Sexually immoral (whoremongers) – practicing fornication and other sexual sins
f. Sorcerers – involved in communicating with evil spirits
g. Idolaters – insulting God by worshipping images
h. All liars – involved in deceiving others

THE NEW HEAVEN AND THE NEW EARTH (21:1-9)
a. The New Creation (1-2)
i. Absolutely new-creation heaven and earth and not just remodel.
ii.
There will be a literal city – the new, holy city of Jerusalem
1. This city will be h`toimasme,nhn w`j nu,mfhn kekosmhme,nhn tw/|
avndri. auvth/jÅ
2. what splendor this new city will have! It will be prepared as a
bride is adorned for her husband!!
a.# Perfect#beauty,#perfect#taste,#and#perfect#joy#will#be#
heaven’s#honeymoon#(EM#Bounds,#27).
iii.
Notice that the city is coming down out of the heaven of God
1. this is the capital city – this is not all (or the extent) of heaven
2. If this is hard for you to think about and imagine—just think
of how hard it would have been for John to put this sight into
human words to try to describe that which is indescribable.
3. Think of: 1 Corinthians 2:9 "No eye has seen, no ear has
heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those
who love him"-b. The Presence of God (3-4)
i. The h` skhnh. is with men and he skhnw,sei with them.
Just think of stepping on shore
And finding it heaven
Of clasping a hand
And finding it God’s
Of breathing new air
And finding it celestial
Of waking up in glory
And finding it home (Lutzer, 42).
ii.
The fact that God is present is the absolute and trustworthy
proof that there will be no more tears, death, sorrow, pain, etc.
1. you will be amazed at not only what/who will be there but also
what will be absent from heaven (v.4b)
2. the first order of things have passed away—much of what
characterizes life now will NOT be in heaven!
3. Philiips says: “There will be no more funerals, no more
graves, no more hospitals, no more broken homes, no more
broken hearts. What a day of rejoicing that will be!” (249).
iii.
No more pain:
1.# COME#with#me#as#we#walk)down)the)hallway)of)a)hospital:#
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a.# a#young#mother#dying#of#cancer;#
b.# a#man#is#gasping#for#breath,#trying#to#overcome#the#
terror#of#a#heart#aKack.#
c.# In#the#next#room#an#abused#child#has#just#been#
admiKed#with#burns#inﬂicted#by#an#angry#father;#
d.# for#those#and#countless#other#emergencies#scienPsts#
have#prepared#painkillers#to#help#people#make#it#
through#lifeQQone#day#at#a#Pme.#
e.# But#in#heaven,#PAIN,#which#is#the#result#of#SIN,#is#
banished#forever!#(Lutzer,#39).
c. The Authenticity of the Account (5-6)
i. Notice it is he who o` kaqh,menoj evpi. tw/| qro,nw|\ ivdou. kaina. poiw/
pa,nta
1. This is the King who sits on the throne – this is the King –
whatever he says goes!
ii.
John writes because the Lamb says o[ti ou-toi oi` lo,goi pistoi.
kai. avlhqinoi, eivsinÅ
1. Have you come to the absolute persuasion that Yahweh God is
totally faithful and totally true in all things?
a. If he is anything less than perfectly faithful and
perfectly true then Christianity is a lie!
iii.
Who is this Lamb of God? (6)
1. evgw, ÎeivmiÐ to. a;lfa kai. to. w=(
a. Jesus is the alpha and the omega
b. The first and last letter of the Greek alphabet (a – z)
c. “God’s sovereign control over everything and His
eternal nature guarantee His complete trustworthiness
and the faithfulness and truthfulness of the words He
has spoken. What He starts He is able to
complete” (Thomas, 448).
2. h` avrch. kai. to. te,lojÅ
a. the beginning and the end
3. This is the eternality of Jesus Christ – he has always been, he
always is, and he always shall be existing.
d. The Partakers of the New Earth (7-9)
i. He who o` nikw/n shall klhronomh,sei tau/ta
1. he who overcomes (not in his own strength) but overcomes
through the power and strength and power of the Holy Spirit
(cf. Rev 2:11, 17, 26; 3:5, 12, 21).
2. DL Moody said it this way: “there will be three things which
will surprise us when we get to heaven – one, to find many
whom we did not expect to find there; another, to find some
not there whom we had expected; and three, and perhaps the
greatest wonder – to find ourselves there.” (DL Moody,
Heaven, 29).
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B. The description of the New Jerusalem

S

ii.
But not toi/j de. deiloi/j kai. avpi,stoij kai. evbdelugme,noij kai.
foneu/sin kai. po,rnoij kai. farma,koij kai. eivdwlola,traij kai. pa/sin
toi/j yeude,sin to. me,roj auvtw/n evn th/| li,mnh| th/| kaiome,nh| puri. kai.
qei,w|(
1. the home of these is the lake that burns with fire and
brimstone
iii.
o[ evstin o` qa,natoj o` deu,terojÅ
1. Not only is there death in this life to the grave (first death) but
also this will be the second death (and eternal death where
these people are consciously aware that they will be tormented
by God forever and ever without end).
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1. In 21:9, this may mean that the city is the new home of the Bride.

2. In 21:10-11, some believe that this New Jerusalem will hover over the new earth, since
it does not say that it lands on the earth, either here or in 21:2.
3. Notice that we find Israel and the Church together, and yet still distinct. 21:12-14
4. The city is covering 1400-1500 miles, which extends far beyond the boundaries of
present day Israel. 21:15-16
5. In 21:17, it is simply saying that the angel is giving this information using man's
measurement standards.
6. Next we see a picture of magnificence and unspotted glory. 21:18-21
7. Some things will be missing. 21:22-23

8. This will be a place that will be of greatly honored. 21:24-27

THE NEW JERUSALEM (21:10-27)
a. The Origination of the City (10-11)
i. This city comes down evk tou/ ouvranou/ (Gen. of Location) avpo. tou/
qeou/ (Gen. of Source)
ii.
This is the capital city within the new heavens and the new
earth.
iii.
Note: The extent of heaven is not just the city but this city is
the center and the capitol of the new heavens and the new earth.
1. And this city has the glory of God. It reveals and manifests
God!
2.& Jonathan&Edwards:&There%in%heaven%this%glorious%God%is%
manifested,%and%shines%forth,%in%full%glory,%in%beams%of%love.%
And%there%this%glorious%fountain%forever%ﬂows%forth%in%streams,%
yea,%in%rivers%of%love%and%delight,%and%these%rivers%swell,%as%it%
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were,%to%an%ocean%of%love,%in%which%the%souls%of%the%ransomed%
may%bathe%with%the%sweetest%enjoyment,%and%their%hearts,%as%
it%were,%be%overwhelmed%with%love!#(Heaven,#17)
b. The Measurements of the City (12-17)
i. e;cousa tei/coj me,ga kai. u`yhlo,n e;cousa pulw/naj dw,deka
ii.
12 gates with 12 angels
iii.
The city was laid out as a square (16)
1. 1500 miles total; length=width=height
a. Lit. 12,000 stadia; a stadion was about 607 feet. Thus,
the city walls are about 1,380 miles in each direction.
2. That is about 2.25 million square miles!!
a. Pretty big considering greater London is only 700
square miles and LA is only 500 square miles!
3. the wall was 216 feet tall (17)
4. some think the new city will be a pyramid but I think the best
interpretation (and the normal interpretation) is that of a cube
5. Todd Bolen says: “It will be 1400 miles tall. New Jerusalem
will be a cube. Airplane 5 miles high – 300 times higher.
Implies a different ability for our movement. We can move
vertically as well as horizontally. The law of gravity will not
hold us down. In other words, we can fly!”
6. To illustrate, the picture would be the distance from New York
to Houston, Texas, or ALL of the USA except for the west
coast (Thomas, 467).
c. The Beauty of the City (18-21)

“it seems that John is doing his best to describe the indescribable to us. He can only use
images and concepts with which we are familiar and so he uses the highest and the greatest
and the most beautiful, but surely the reality far exceeds the description. Heaven is so
awesome, indescribable that we have never seen or heard anything like it and our wildest
imagination cannot even fathom its wonders.” Quote by Todd Bolen.
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i. The material of the wall was like jasper (costly stones!)
ii.
The city was not only gold but pure gold—like clear glass (18)
iii.
The foundation stones were like beautiful precious stone (19)
1. John seeks to name all the beautiful colors (19-20)
a. The stones roughly parallel the stones in the breastplate
of the High Priest (Exodus 28:17:20).
2. He also seeks to speak on the beauty of the gates as well as the
street of the city being pure gold like transparent glass.
a. crusi,on kaqaro.n
d. The Dwelling of God in the City (22-27)
i. There was no Temple (22)
1. NOW, if you’re living in the ANE this is mind-boggling to
you! There’s no such thing as a city w/o a Temple (all cities
have temples to gods, goddesses, idols, emperors, etc.). It’s
like saying…
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a. Here’s a city with no bank. Or here’s a city with no
shopping mall. Or, here’s a city with no grocery store.
2. The Lord God and the Lamb are the Temple
3. o` ga.r ku,rioj o` qeo.j o` pantokra,twr nao.j auvth/j evstin kai. to.
avrni,onÅ
4. The word here for Temple is “holy place.” Not just the
structure of the Temple. We will be in the absolute presence of
the Holy of Holies.
a. One thing for sure, we will worship in heaven:
Revelation 4:10-11; 5:8-14; 7:9-12; 11:15-17; 19:1-6;
b. The point of having no temple means there will be
“free access to God … it will be immediate access and
it will be without barrier” (Feinberg, 158).
5. There will be no need for anyone to go anywhere to worship
God. Life will be worship and worship will be life (MacArthur,
284).
No sun and no moon for light (23)
1. The glory of the Lord has illumined it; God Himself will
radiate brilliant and bright light! All of the New Heavens and
the New Earth including the New Jerusalem will be bright
from the glory of God!
2. h` ga.r do,xa tou/ qeou/ evfw,tisen auvth,n( kai. o` lu,cnoj auvth/j to.
avrni,onÅ
a.) The)glory)of)God,)brighter)than)a)thousand)suns,)will)
be)our)light)(EM#Bounds,#28).
Never)heat)shall)beat)upon)them,
Thirst)nor)hunger)reach)them)there
He,)whose)life)from)death)hath)won)them,
Bids)them)now)his)glory)share!(DL!Moody).
The light of the Lord will be everywhere (24)
1. It will always be daytime (25)
2. Can you imagine, there will never be any darkness, never any
night.
a. Darkness oftentimes in the Scriptures is equated with
evil, wickedness, sin (1 John 1:5).
b. This is no where to be found in the new earth.
The gates will never be closed (25)
1. kai. oi` pulw/nej auvth/j ouv mh. kleisqw/sin h`me,raj
2. This signifies that there will be activities going on outside the
new city of Jerusalem since the gates are always open (25)
a. MacArthur states: Don’t#think#that#the#CITY#of#the#
New#Jerusalem#must#contain#us#forever.#We#will#have#
an#inﬁnite#universe#to#travel,#and#when#we#do,#we#will#
go#in#and#out#of#the#gates#of#the#New#City#of#
Jerusalem#(Heaven%Bible%Study,#48).

ii.
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iii.

iv.
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3. I don’t believe this new heaven will be boring. I believe there
will be so many activities to do.
v. Because God dwells there nothing unclean will ever enter into
heaven (27)
1. kai. ouv mh. eivse,lqh| eivj auvth.n
a. negative with the aorist – it shall never even begin to
be this way; it is absolutely impossible for anything
unclean to enter!
e. The Inhabitants of the City (27b)
i. oi` gegramme,noi evn tw/| bibli,w| th/j zwh/j tou/ avrni,ouÅ
ii.
These are those who will enter the city through the open gates
for eternity
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9. In 22:1-5, we see that this shall be a place of life, activity, fellowship, and constant
light.

THE NEW LIFE (22:1-5)
-this is a re-creation of the Garden of Eden. This is a re-modeled Eden—restored
fellowship and unhindered fellowship with God!
It is true life on a real earth just as we have life on the earth now—only then it is
perfect in all of its glorious beauty and in all of its perfection.
a. The River – Normal Commodities of Everyday Life (1-2)
i. Clear as crystal
1. lampro.n w`j kru,stallon
ii.
Coming from the throne of God
1. somehow it is coming from the very throne of where God
dwells.
iii.
It is in the middle of the street
iv.
The tree of life on both sides of the river
b. The Eternality of Heaven (3-5)
i. There will no longer be any curse (3a)
1. kai. pa/n kata,qema ouvk e;stai e;tiÅ
2. lit. and every cursed thing there shall not be any more
ii.
And everyone will serve God (3b)
1. kai. oi` dou/loi auvtou/ latreu,sousin auvtw/|
2. We are still slaves and we will serve and worship and laud
God in heaven.
a. Of this we can be sure for certain: heaven will not be a
place of inactivity and boredom!
3. This word for serve (latreu,sousin) is the common word for
the Levitical, ceremonial and communal worship; we will
serve, worship and obey God whatever He commands of us!
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I.
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4. We will serve God there but are you serving God here?
a. EM Bounds once said: Heaven&will&give&us&the&fullest&
possession&of&God,&and&heaven&will&give&God&the&
fullest&possession&of&us.&But&heaven&is&only&for&those&
who&are&God’s&possession&here#(75).
iii.
The inhabitants will see God’s face and His name will be on
their foreheads (4)
1. kai. o;yontai to. pro,swpon auvtou/
a. This is perhaps, one of the greatest realities of heaven,
1 John 3:2 2 Beloved, now we are children of God,
and it has not appeared as yet what we shall be. We
know that, when He appears, we shall be like Him,
because we shall see Him just as He is.
b. DL Moody said: God will never hide his face from us
there, and Satan will never show his (Heaven, 57).
c. Spurgeon wrote: “By which I understand two things:
first, that they shall literally and physically, with their
risen bodies, actually look into the face of Jesus; and
secondly, that spiritually their mental faculties shall be
enlarged, so that they shall he enabled to look into the
very heart, and soul, and character of Christ, so as to
understand him, his work, his love, his all in all, as
they never understood him before.” (quoted in Guzik)
2. kai. to. o;noma auvtou/ evpi. tw/n metw,pwn auvtw/nÅ
a. Remember that in that culture, your name was your
identity. If you were Jesus the son of Joseph, Joseph’s
identity and character had an influence on how you
would be accepted. It is a mark of security,
identification and ownership.
b. Therefore, the name of God on the forehead indicates
public acknowledgement of belonging to Him
(Feinberg, 162).
iv.
Listen to how Jonathan Edwards (in the 1700’s) described
Heaven: “Every Christian friend that goes before us from this world
is a ransomed spirit waiting to welcome us in heaven. There will be
the infant of days that we have lost below, through grace to be found
above. There the Christian father, and mother, and wife, and child,
and friend, with whom we shall renew the holy fellowship of the
saints, which was interrupted by death here, but shall be commenced
again in the upper sanctuary, and then shall never end. There we shall
have companionship with the patriarchs and fathers and saints of the
Old and New Testaments, and those of whom the world was not
worthy…And there, above all, we shall enjoy and dwell with God the
Father, whom we have loved with all our hearts on earth; and with
Jesus Christ, our beloved Savior, who has always been to us the chief
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among ten thousands, and altogether lovely; and with the Holy Spirit,
our Sanctifier, and Guide, and Comforter; and shall be filled with all
the fullness of the Godhead forever!” (quoted in Alcorn, 329).
v. There will be no night, no need for the sun
vi.
The Lord God will illumine the new heaven and be the light
vii.
And they (God and believers) shall reign forever and ever (5)
1. kai. basileu,sousin eivj tou.j aivw/naj tw/n aivw,nwnÅ
2. This is eternality right here.
a. Lit. it says “and they shall reign unto the ages of the
ages.”
3. Consider what Jonathan Edwards writes: “Every&saint&in&
heaven&is&as&a&ﬂower&in&the&garden&of&GOd,&and&holy&love&is&
the&fragrance&and&sweet&odor&that&they&all&send&forth,&and&
with&which&they&ﬁll&the&bowers&of&that&paradise&above.&Every&
soul&there&is&as&a&note&in&some&concert&of&delighMul&music,&
that&sweetly&harmonizes&with&every&other&note,&and&all&
together&blend&in&the&most&heavenly&strains&in&praising&God&
and&the&Lamb&forever&(Heaven,#74).

•! If YOU are a believer and heaven is your eternal destiny, then:
o Gives us cause for great rejoicing (Luke 10:20) – rejoice that your names are
written in heaven
♣" Even through trials and hardship—think on heaven!

BR

♣" Jonathan Edwards has good counsel: “Be#content#to#pass#through#
all#diﬃculPes#and#trials#on#the#way#to#heaven.#Though#the#path#is#
before#you,#and#you#may#walk#in#it#if#you#desire,#yet#it#is#a#way#that#is#
ascending,#and#ﬁlled#with#many#diﬃculPes#and#obstacles.#That#
glorious#city#of#light#and#love#is,#as#it#were,#on#the#top#of#a#high#hill#or#
mountain,#and#there#is#no#way#to#it#but#by#upward#and#arduous#and#
tough#steps.#But#though#the#ascent#be#diﬃcult,#and#the#way#full#of#
trials,#sPll#is#it#worth#your#while#to#meet#them#all#for#the#sake#of#
coming#and#dwelling#in#such#a#glorious#city#at#last#(Heaven,#107).
o Produces Christian character (1 Pet 1:3-9)
o Protects us from sin and temptation (1 John 3:3)
o Glorifies God (Heb 11:6-16)

Conclusion of Revelation…
III. This revelation is true and the time is at hand 22:6-11
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As we conclude, I want to give you four proper responses for you
to apply and implement to your own life:
I.
BE READY—HE IS COMING QUICKLY (10-13; 20-21)
II.
BE WASHED—HE DEMANDS RIGHTEOUSNESS (14-16)
a. The unrighteous described (15)
i. e;xw– but outside…
1. ku,nej – dogs—always refer to men of defiled and morally
impure minds
2. fa,rmakoi – sorcerers; those who practice witchcraft and get
involved in any (and all!) false religions!
3. po,rnoi – fornicator, sexually immoral—the broadest term for
sexual impurity in the Greek
a. Where we get Pornography from in English.
4. fonei/j – a murderer; hater; who is characterized by anger and
hostility towards others.
5. eivdwlola,trai – idolaters; one who worships any false god
other than Jesus Christ (self, money, relationships, pleasure,
etc).
6. pa/j filw/n kai. poiw/n yeu/doj – anyone who loves and
practices lying. One who consciously and intentionally lies.
ii.
“It is not that anyone who has ever committed any of these
sins will be excluded from heaven. Rather, it is those who love and
habitually practice any such sin, stubbornly cling to it, and refuse
Christ’s invitation to salvation who will be cast into the Lake of
Fire” (MacArthur, 309).
1. These find their eternal destiny not inside the Heavenly city
of Jerusalem but rather in the depths of the lonely torments
of the Lake of Fire.
III.
BE PARTAKERS—ETERNAL LIFE IS FREE (17)
IV.
BE WARNED—DON’T ADD TO GOD’S WORDS (18-19)
i. Don’t Add Anything! (18)
1. evpiqh/| evpV auvta,( - If anyone adds… like what?
a. Catholics – the Apocrypha
b. Mormons – Book of Mormon
c. Islam – The Koran
d. Jews – All the Oral/Rabbinical laws/traditions
e. Mystics – all your “experiences” and “visions”
f. Anything else that has equal authority to the Word of
God!
2. This is involving God in saying something that he never
intended” (Mounce, 118).
3. If this happens, then God adds to him the plagues written in
this book!
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IV. Jesus offers blessings and warnings
A. Jesus is coming quickly. 22:12-14
B. In 22:15, the dogs may refer to all those listed in 21:8 that are not specifically mentioned
here.
C. In 22:16, as to His deity, Jesus is David's Creator; as to His humanity, He is David's
descendant.
D. There is a beautiful invitation in 22:17

S

E. There is a stern warning in 22:18-19
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1. Since the subjects in this book tie everything together in the rest of Scripture, this
warning condemns any tampering with God's Word.
2. This does not apply to minor differences of interpretation, but it refers to outright
attacks on the inspiration of God's Word.
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F. Revelation closes with a promise and a blessing. (Isn't this the purpose of all revelation, to
offer a promise and a blessing to those who will hear?) 22:20-21
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