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When the church welcomes in new members, we have another opportunity to express
biblical love toward the saints. How can we practically and actively show loving care
toward our fellow members in the local church? What are some practical pieces of
advice by way of implementation? I’ll present five pieces of counsel.
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Print it & pray thru it. — When you receive the email with the updated
membership directory listing all the names of the current members, you have a
wonderful opportunity. I would encourage you to print off multiple copies of the
names of the members. When you print the list, you can put one copy in your
Bible or by your desk for your morning Bible reading & prayer time. Perhaps you
could put the other copy by your desk at work or in your car as you commute.
God calls us to pray for the saints, all the saints. We are to show genuine love
toward each other by thanking God for one another and interceding for all the
saints. Perhaps you take 3-5 names each day and bring each before the Throne
of Grace. Maybe you devote a particular day or two each week in your morning
prayer time and pray through a larger number of members. But the point remains
the same: intentionally pray for the fellow members in the church body. Consider
having deliberate times of prayer in your family worship time where each member
in your family prays through people in the Church. This is a great way to teach
the children to pray for the church family.
Hospitality with intentionality. — Another idea might include hospitality
toward God’s people. Perhaps you could prayerfully consider opening your home
periodically to a family, or perhaps even a couple of families prayerfully joined
together for this time. When you invite them over, share a meal, have family
worship, a time of prayer, and seek to get to know each other in a deeper way.

3.

4.

5.

When the folks leave, make it your aim to know them better and have one
specific way you can pray for them (and then follow up!).
Write letters to edify. — Something nearly lost in our media-driven age is
the art and blessing of hand-written letters. There is something so encouraging
and comforting to receive a hand-written letter in the mail and know that your
fellow members are praying for you. You hear what’s on their heart. You are
exhorted to greater love for Christ and driven to greater holiness through their
stimulating reminders. Consider writing two letters a week to folks. See how this
will encourage you and encourage them in the pursuit of Christlikeness. Be
thoughtful in what you say, in Scriptures you include, in affirmations and
reminders of Christ’s great love, and in carefully-crafted exhortations toward
greater holiness. See how this will encourage the people of God! Young children
can do this as well as the oldest and most seasoned saints. The sick and homebound can do this. Try it and see how the Lord adds His blessing to this
endeavor.
Pray for kids’ salvation. — You may also want to print out the listing of the
childrens’ names so that you can commit to praying for them — regularly,
specifically, individually and proactively. We know that our children are under the
Word of God corporately when we meet and also domestically when the fathers
and mothers teach the kids divine Truth, but we also understand that unless God
supernaturally regenerates their hearts, they cannot hear nor understand nor
apply these things. We need to beg God to save the children of our church. Let’s
be like the Prophet Samuel when he said: Far be it from me that I should sin
against the Lord by ceasing to pray for you. Pray earnestly! Pray specifically!
Pray believingly! Pray that God would save our kids and use them powerfully for
the advance of the gospel locally and globally.
Seek to greet all the saints. — When Paul wrote to the Thessalonians, he
said: greet all the brethren. Likewise, the author of Hebrews said: Greet all of
your leaders and all the saints. To greet the saints includes a genuine, heartfelt
welcome of Christian love when we see each other for the meetings of the
Church. Obviously, you cannot get to every single person every Sunday to greet
them. So make it your aim to greet a few people specifically, genuinely and
intentionally each Sunday. And then the next time you gather with the church,
seek to find a few new folks. The following meeting, you can reach out to a
handful of different folks. But the goal is to speak a word of edification, of
encouragement, a warm handshake, a genuine expression of Christian care and
stimulation to love and good deeds!

As you seek to consider these practical pieces of advice, may the Lord encourage you
as you creatively and intentionally love one another in the Church family.

