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Duties of Christian Husbands

DUTIES OF CHRISTIAN HUSBANDS
Whether a man was married fifty years ago or whether a man has just returned home from the
honeymoon and is heading back to his job, every man can agree on just one fact: husbanding is
tough. It’s hard work. Men are not without hope, however, Nor are men left in the dark to grope
and figure out what to do in the covenant bond of marriage. God has arranged and designed His
written Word, the Bible, to be the inerrant, true, understandable, and sufficient guide to help men
trek through the marriage journey well for the glory of Christ and for the good of his home.
This is a handbook. This document contains brief articles for husbands that gives biblical truths
with simple applications to encourage men of God to fulfill their God-given duties as husbands.
God commissions every husband (without exception) to love his own wife just as Jesus loved
His Church. Of course, only a Christian can do this. So this booklet is designed for Christians.
It’s designed for men. It’s designed for husbands. It’s a handbook for husbands to provide
reminders of the unspeakable blessing God has granted to care for one of His precious daughters
in marriage.

1. Leading
Lead! How do you lead? Every husband is a leader. The question is not whether the man is a
leader or not; rather, the question is, what kind of leader is he really? God calls the husband to
lead his wife well and to do so with utmost integrity, faithfulness, care, and gentleness. And
wonderfully, God has not left men without an example in this call to lead.
Christ Jesus leads His own people just as a shepherd leads his own sheep. Christ died for His
own and cares for them and leads them to pastures. Christ goes before His people and paves the
way for them. He never calls them to do something that He Himself has not done. He would
never demand a believer to do something that He is afraid to do. A leader leads by example. And
yet, a leader leads with integrity. What does this mean?
To lead well demands that one be truthful throughly and faithful perseveringly. A leader does not
lie or stretch the truth. Nor does a leader give up when times are tough. Moreover, a leader does
not just count tally marks and call something a ‘success’ and give up entirely. Rather, a leader is
one who is faithful. He puts his heart and his mind to something and he works hard at it and
perseveres at it and continues without losing heart. To lead well requires humility, a servant’s
heart, a willingness to be last, setting an example, and caring specifically for those allotted to his
care. Christ modeled this for all of those for whom the Father gave Him. And this is precisely
what the husband must do as he leads his own wife in the home.
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To lead in the home context of the marriage means that the husband must lead his wife humbly.
He must be willing to sacrifice his own desires for hers. He must lead his wife sacrificially. He
must give of himself relentlessly and tirelessly to bless her, nourish her, care for her, and provide
for her. He must lead his wife lovingly. He must lead with a Christlike and gentle spirit and never
(ever!) with a dominating, heavy-handed, angry and harsh mentality. He must lead his wife
protectively. The husband is to protect her as His own cherished possession that he would treat as
if she were rarer than the most expensive vase that he purchased in a far away land; because, she
is, indeed, rarer than any other precious find! He must lead his wife biblically. The duty falls to
the husband to make sure his wife is growing spiritually and in his walk with Christ. He must
ensure she has time with God each day and in prayer. He must serve her to be with the ladies of
the church and to get time away to meditate on Christ and Scripture. He must lead his wife
faithfully. He has the wonderful opportunity to embody the faithfulness of Christ as he lives with
integrity, faithfulness to her, exclusivity to their marriage relationship, and faithfulness to Christ
in his own heart.
To lead means that people follow. A godly husband strives to lead his wife in such a way that he
runs to follow him. Indeed, she cheerfully and happily follows him wherever he leads in life.
Even if she finds herself in a potential situation of uncertainty or fear, she will rest confidently
knowing that her husband follows Christ, fears God, holds Scripture, and has her best interests in
heart. This is the kind of leader that a wife triumphantly follows. Lead her by being last. Lead her
by putting off your devices and sitting with her and enjoying her. Lead her by selflessly pursuing
her even when she doesn’t seem to reciprocate. Lead her by constantly and joyfully pointing her
to Christ even in the dark trials of the night. Lead her by refusing to do what you want to do (or,
always do) for the purpose of doing what you know would bless her and bring her great joy.
Lead her by pursuing her heart, engaging her mind, giving her time, shepherding her soul and
nurturing her tenderly. By God’s grace and with the Spirit’s enablement, as you’re guided by and
full of Scripture, you can lead your precious wife as Christ, your Bridegroom, leads you ever so
tenderly and faithfully.

2. Loving
Love! It might as well just be one of the most misunderstood words today. What is love? Songs
are composed asking the question and countless lyric-poems seek to define what love is. But
when God is not the root and when Christ is not the ultimate example and when the gospel is not
the foundation, then all endeavors to define and explain love prove, in the end, to be fruitless and
empty. True love is a self-sacrificial giving of oneself to another for their good regardless of how
they respond.
Who would do this? Honestly, who in their sane mind would embark in a lifestyle of love that is
foundationally characterized by self-sacrifice and self-giving -- even if nothing comes in return!
Who would do this?
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And where in the world can we go to see this modeled? We must turn to the ultimate one who is
Love, God Himself. The Bible says that God is love (1 John 4:8). Indeed, God has loved His
covenant-people with an ‘everlasting love’ and indeed He draws her with lovingkindness (Jer
31:3). That means that God’s love fails not! That means that God’s love is a drawing, a winning,
a wooing, an inviting love. Indeed, God’s love ravishes His people. It overcomes them! But still,
how can we see this kind of love enfleshed and embodied for us to be gripped in our hearts and
instructed for our lives?
To this we must turn to the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. He enfleshed Himself so that He walked
the earth as true God and as true man. He came to His own people and tabernacled among them
and was full of grace and truth. And this love that He has ultimately was driven by His undying
and unrelenting commitment to His Father. And this unquenchable passion and indomitable drive
led Him to love and die for the ungodly. Who would do this? Indeed, our great God shows his
love by sending Christ to die for us -- ungodly sinners. Moreover, sinners are ungodly, wretched,
foul, filthy, and wholly blasphemous through and through and Christ, out of unspeakable and
unexplainable and uninfluenced initiative, came to those for whom the Father had given Him in
all eternity past, and He purchased them by dying for them. Indeed, love self sacrifices one’s
passions for the well-being of another -- even to death. This is what Christ did.
And the Bible commands husbands: love your wives just as Christ also loved the Church and
gave Himself up for her. So the blueprint for husband-like love is Christ Himself. What did Jesus
do? How did Jesus act? How did He suffer? How did He persevere? How did He prove His
faithfulness? And to this, the Scripture tells husbands: do likewise.
Husbands, then, should love the precious bride that God has given with supreme and Christlike
love. First, it must be a sacrificial love. Love isn’t easy. It’s a choice. It’s the sacrificing one’s
own wishes and desires so that the other can be blessed. Second, it must be a determined love.
Love isn’t a feeling. It’s a choice. It flows from the will. It stems in the heart -- the missioncontrol-center of the man. This eliminates all language such as: “I’ve fallen out of love” or “I just
don’t love her anymore” or “she’s just quite hard to love.” All these are erroneously based on the
supposition that love is a feeling and it comes or goes. Rather, the truth is that love is a choice of
the will. You choose to love and then, always, the emotions and feelings will follow. Third, it
must be a dying love. You must love in such a way that you give of yourself so wholly and fully
and sacrificially and extremely that you’re willing to die for the well-being of another. Christ did
it. And so must husbands. Fourth, it must be a prioritizing love. You, dear husband, must
prioritize your wife before everything. Yes, everything. Work, children, hobbies, yourself, TV,
football, video games. Everything must take back seat to your overwhelming passion and priority
that you have for your wife in your love for and care for her. It’s not enough to just ‘affirm it’
verbally. Does your wife actually know this? If I were to ask her, would she say that you
prioritize her before anything or everyone else in your life?
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Fifth, it must be a soul-sanctifying love. Any man can say he makes money and gives it to the
woman and allows her to buy stuff for herself and call that ‘love’. But remember, true love goes
beyond the physical to the spiritual. A man can make lots of money and give it to the wife but
that’s not love. Love remembers what’s of utmost priority. And that is the heart of the wife. The
husband’s main responsibility is to shepherd and care for and nurture his wife’s soul in
sanctification on this life-journey till Christ receives us to glory. The husband, then, is to be the
soul-sanctifier of his wife as he (yes, the husband!) is the primary ‘pastor-of-the-home.’ He’s the
resident-pastor. He’s the soul-carer. He’s the one who is to feed his wife’s soul, give her time
with God, pray with and for her, lead her in repentance, suffering, joy, gratitude, and in family
worship.
Of course, when husbands fail, he must be quick to repent and seek God’s forgiveness and also
ask for forgiveness (specifically and without justifying it or blame-shifting) from his wife. The
God of love is the God of all grace who lavishes forgiveness upon those who sin -- even many
times a day. Run into His overwhelming love. Receive His perfect grace that covers all your sin
in Christ. And model this humble repentance for your wife. Go to God. Keep short accounts with
God; indeed, let no sin linger and fester and grow and gain strength in your life. O men, you’ll
fail. Yes, we do. But go again to Calvary! Cling with Spirit-graced resolve to Scripture and
Christ! Follow Christ, your glorious Bridegroom, and love your precious wife with the same
fervor, care, tenderness, and selflessness that you have have received by Christ Jesus.

3. Learning (the wife)
Husbands must live with their lives in an understanding way (1 Pet 3:7). The Greek phrase for
“an understanding way” literally could be translated, ‘according to knowledge.’ Every husband
must dwell together with his wife in such a way that he knows her -- very well. That means, quite
practically, that husbands must date (and continue to date!) their wives. The wedding ceremony
doesn’t mean the work of learning one another has ceased. Rather, it only has launched! What
does it look like for husbands to learn their wives?
First, learn her intentionally. This means that the husband must actually try and remember that he
must be deliberate and proactive in reaching her heart and learning more about her. Because,
naturally, this won’t happen automatically. Men can so quickly fall into laziness and apathy
which can be utterly catastrophic for a thriving and holy marriage relationship. Thus, the man
must strive to ask questions, pursue her as much after the wedding as he did to win her before
they were even dating. Second, husbands must learn her emotionally. Women change as different
seasons of life come and go. That’s not a bad thing. It’s just life. Seasons and life and families
change. So husbands have the wonderful privilege of knowing and learning and seeking to learn
how their wives are doing on the inside. This allows the husbands to shepherd and love their
wives well.
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Third, learn her repeatedly. It’s not a one-shot endeavor. Rather, this is an ongoing pursuit. It’s
relentless. It’s undying. It’s a continual desire to ask questions and more questions and dialogue
together and ask good, heart searching questions regularly. Again, this is to remain throughout
the entirety of one’s marriage. Fourth, learn her studiously. Husbands can tend to study theology
more than their wives. Husbands can tend to study their work and hobbies and sports teams more
than their wives. And this ought not to be. Every husband must study his bride. He should be
constantly asking and learning. Constantly inquiring and seeking to know why she thinks and
speaks and does and reacts and lives the way she does. This comes with time. It’s not a quick,
drive-thru, get it done easily and quickly endeavor. This studying of the wife is a life-long
pursuit.
Fifth, learn her cheerfully. God has given the wonderful blessing to husbands to live with their
wives according to knowledge (understandably). Indeed, this makes for a happy and healthy
home life when the man leads well and cheerfully pursues his wife. Few women would say that
they feel adequately pursued and happily embraced by their husbands as much as they would
like. O husbands can learn from this. Take joy in the study of that amazing gift that God has
given you in your wife. Go deep with her. Linger long with her. Embrace her tenderly and gently.
Affirm her verbally and constantly. Take delight in the presence of and dialoguing with your
wife.
Sixth, learn her pursuingly. This is a reminder that marital harmony and deep one-ness and
knowledge doesn’t automatically come when the ring is on the finger or when a certain number
of decades pass by. Strangely and tragically, three or four decades could pass in a marriage
relationship and, in reality, the couple might not know each other one whit. The duty falls to the
man to pursue his wife and live understandably with her. This way he can serve her well and
bring happiness and joy to the gracious treasure that God has given to him. And finally, the
husband is to learn her tenderly. This takes patience and consideration. This means that it takes
time -- yes, T-I-M-E -- with her and lots of conversations and dialogues to understand her. But
keep tenderly pursuing her. Keep gently learning her. Keep intentionally investing in her. Keep
asking her questions.
As a husband learns his wife, he will better equip himself to know her wants, her fears, her
happiness, her anxieties, her struggles, her sins, her enjoyments, and what satisfies her most.
Only in spending much time together, regularly, and making it happen (on the calendar) can this
kind of deep, intimate knowledge occur. It’s not a matter of a husband asking to make it work.
It’s a husband’s duty to move and shuffle and exchange things if necessary so he can have
adequate time with his wife.

4. Repenting
Husbands should be the leading repenters in the home. This does not intimate that he does so
merely to earn a prideful title. Rather, it means that out of every person in the home, the husband
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must be the one who leads the entire household in a proper understanding of God which will lead
him to a proper understanding of self which will then cause him to realize a deeper
understanding of his sin which will then catapult him to a regular lifestyle of repentance. The
husband must lead his wife by repenting first. The husband should lead his family by repenting
honestly, humbly, and quickly.
This requires, however, that the man have a proper understanding of the biblical doctrine of
repentance. Some suggest that repentance means no more than a change of ‘mind.’ Though
repentance certainly includes a changing of the mind, true repentance always includes much
more. To repent is the vomit of a soul over a sin as it is seen in comparison with the blazingly
holy character of God. To repent means that the penitent sinner views his sin rightly. It means
that he hates his sin vehemently. It means that he mortifies his sin violently. It means that he
turns from his sin decisively. It means that he replaces that sin with godliness. It means that he
journeys on toward Christlikeness continually. To repent is synonymous with ‘turning around’ in
the Bible and ‘changing one’s ways.’
The husband following after Christ seeks to model repentance in the home. He sets the example
for the rest of the family to see. He shows how to repent. He shows what godly mourning is like.
He exemplifies what godly sorrow and true repentance really is. How can be demand his wife
and children to do that which he himself does not do? Thus, a biblical husband is a repenting
husband. He rightly believes that repentance is at the very heart of the gospel call to salvation
and that the only proper response to the gospel call is faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and
repentance toward God. Like the call of John the Baptist, the biblical husband bears fruits in
keeping with repentance!
The biblical husband knows also that our flesh and sinful tendencies within us cause us to want
to ignore sin, or refuse to deal decisively and violently with such sins -- even so called
‘respectable sins’ -- and for this reason, he sets himself on course to teach and instruct
repentance in his household. He must not only model it practically in the home but he must
instruct doctrinally so that everyone understands what God says in the Bible about this most
important -- yet often misunderstood -- doctrine. He teaches during family worship. He instructs
before and after church services weekly. He uses practical occasions with his wife (or, children)
to instruct on what true turning really involves. He goes after the heart, not merely the actions.
Because he loves Christ so supremely, he ensures that no sin remains unchecked and unrepented
of in his own heart. Then, he ensures that sin does not go ignored or shoved aside at home. He
keeps short accounts with God as he seeks to confess quickly and repent decisively and exchange
sinful habits for godly habits zealously. He knows that the true repenter is one who continues to
see Christ as glorious and sufficient and as he does this, he sees his own sins and shortcomings.
As this happens, he comes again and again to the cross for mercy and grace (which always is
lavishly available for God’s people) which drives him to heartfelt and worshipful mourning over
his sin and a resolve to follow hard after Christ.
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Still all the while, the man of God who loves his bride seeks to honor Christ by repenting of sin
and living a holy life, all of which is only able to occur through the Spirit’s enabling grace. The
godly husband loves Christ so much that he hates sin intensely. He pursues holiness vigorously
so he repents continuously and regularly. Repentance, rather than being a momentary act at the
initial moment of saving faith, continues to be a lifelong discipline for the Christian who grows
in conformity to the likeness of Jesus Christ. Repentance is a painfully joyful and necessarily
growing opportunity for Christian men to love Christ supremely and put off sin in the context of
their own homes. May God equip and enable all truly converted men to serve Christ and their
wives by repenting diligently.

5. Affirming
Just read The Song. Yes, open the book of Song of Solomon and marvel at how Solomon verbally
affirmed his bride. And let this serve as a Spirit-inspired, divinely given model for godly men to
speak affectionately, honestly, and encouragingly to their own wives. It may accurately be said
that there is no example anywhere in all of Scripture of a husband and wife so passionately,
tenderly, and edifyingly affirming one another to the glory of God!
All things must be done for the upbuilding of God’s people. The Apostle Paul states this truth
throughout 1 Corinthians 14. If this applies to the Christian church at large, how much more does
this apply to Christian couples at home! Let all things be done for the edification of the saints.
So, then, dear husbands, affirm your wives for their edification, for their strengthening, for their
encouragement, for their upbuilding. It should be said at this point that the husband has the duty
of edifying his wife simply because he is to lead her and love her selflessly and proactively. He
must not affirm her or verbally adore her for the purpose of getting something (sex, submission,
etc.). The husband must affirm his wife regardless of how she responds. With this said, what are
some practical tips on how to do this?
Affirm your wife specifically. Solomon models throughout the Song of Songs a husband who
specifically affirms and admires his wife. Just read chapter seven, for instance. He goes from the
bottom of his wife to the top of his wife. He speaks specifically of her feet, the curves of her
hips, her naval, her belly, her breasts, her neck, her nose, her head, and her hair. It’s specific. It’s
passionate. It’s thoughtful. It’s absolutely appropriate! This is far from the tendency of men to
simply say nothing to the wife or simply provide some generic: you’re beautiful! The more
specific you can be, the better. It shows thought. It shows care. It shows intentionality. And it
shows creativity. Specifically make it your ambition to notice features, body parts, attitudes,
patterns of growth, and aspirations for holiness and affirm her with intentionality and joy.
Affirm your wife proactively. At the outset of the Song of Solomon, he speaks tenderly and
verbally to his dearest lover even when she battles fear and worry. He initiates and proactively
verbalizes his love and care for her. He tells her that she is the most beautiful among women. He
showers her with overwhelming affirmations of love that she is beautiful, his darling, his lover,
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his dove. She has captivated him. And he does not wait for something to get right for him to then
bless her verbally. Rather, he initiates, he proactively pursues and deliberately creates ways of
affirming her, her body, her heart, and her character. Let all husbands learn from this. He
proactive in leading your wife in verbal admirations. Don’t wait for her to do something before
you then respond with loving words. You initiate it! Proactively affirm your precious bride.
Affirm your wife lovingly. Love, by definition biblically, means to give of oneself sacrificially to
another for their benefit regardless of how they respond. It is always self-giving and othersbenefitting. It is always self-sacrificing and lavishly-abounding. Love is not selfish. It is not
merely taking or receiving, but giving! This means that husbands can verbally affirm their wives
selflessly and sacrificially. A husband may quip: ‘but what if she doesn’t respond and encourage
me back?’ Then, keep lavishly showering her with tender love! Or, ‘but what if she doesn’t
respond with giving me sex?’ Love her expecting nothing in return. Love her deliberately and
intentionally and happily -- just as Christ has loved you! Or, ‘but what if I can’t find anything to
affirm her for or speak well of?’ Then, remember the gospel and how there was nothing for
which Christ could have spoken well of you and yet notice how he initiated such overwhelming
love in the gospel by showering you with grace, with love, with tenderness, with affirmations
and promises! Go and do likewise!
Affirm your wife tenderly. Be tender, O husbands! Speak to her in winsome and warm ways that
she will appreciate. This means you need to know your wife. Learn her. Study her. Know her
heart and her longings. Know what she loves and appreciates. Then speak tenderly and
admirably to her and praise her with husbandlike tenderness and Christlike warmth.
Affirm your wife continuously. A husband may be of the mindset that he told his wife he loved
her on the wedding day and that’s sufficient throughout the marriage. Wrong! Lavishly affirm
her. Constantly admire her. Repeatedly embrace her. All through the Song of Solomon there are
occasions of verbal admiration and acclamation of beauty, of longings, of attractiveness, of
exclusivity, of togetherness. Husband, seek to continuously lavish your God-given bride with
warm and wooing words of tender affection and love. You can’t praise and admire her enough!
Indeed, O husbands, consider how Christ our ultimate Bridegroom speaks to and affirms His
blood-bought bride! Consider how ultimate His promises are! Consider how tender His words
are! Consider how thoughtful His affirmations are. He finds His bride supremely beautiful as she
is robed in His glorious righteousness and washed in His blood. And O how He has spoken
clearly, warmly, tenderly, and lavishly throughout the pages of Scripture! Do likewise, dear
husband with the wife that He has mercifully given to you!

6. Sacrificing
Love costs a lot. It’s easy to get and to receive and to take, but that’s not love! True love is a
sacrificial giving of oneself to another for their good. It’s easy and natural to get things from
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others. But it’s unnatural to sacrifice self for the blessing of another. But that’s precisely what
Christ has done for ungodly sinners. And as Christ, the Bridegroom, as loved His Bride with this
kind of sacrificing love, so husbands are commanded to emulate this love by sacrificially loving
their wives.
“Got it!” men say. But what does it mean to sacrifice? How does it look in the marriage
relationship? The more that husbands understand the kind of sacrificial love that Jesus
demonstrated for His people will model how he must love his wife.
A sacrificing love is a time-consuming love. Think of how Jesus spent time with people. He
maximized moments with people. He spent time with sinners. He sat and talked. He walked and
preached. He stood and heralded. He loved and pleaded with souls. Jesus’ life was a life of timeconsuming sacrifice for sinners. But it’s just that where this becomes so difficult for the 21st
century man. This takes T-I-M-E. And that’s just one thing we don’t have; or rather, one thing
men often aren’t willing to make. True sacrificial love occurs when time is spent together. Jesus
modeled it for sinners. Husbands must emulate this toward their wives.
A sacrificing love is an unhurried and genuine love. Superficial love is easy and fake. But it’s
hypocritical and easy to see through its facade. With only enough time, the truth of this mask will
be uncovered and the real selfishness of love will tragically ooze forth. How amazing is it to
observe the unhurried life of Jesus. He set his face toward Jerusalem and for the cross. And yet
He found Himself interrupted constantly by sinners, providential appointments, sick persons, and
the like. And he loved them genuinely. When God graces our days with interruptions let us not
fight with the heart-filled lust for control of our schedule but let us remain unhurried and genuine
in our thankfulness to God and our genuineness of love for others -- especially our precious
brides.
A sacrificing love is an exclusive love. Jesus gave up His life for His sheep. He didn’t die for
everyone. Nor does He swallow up all people of all religions of all beliefs in his salvation. He
sacrificed Himself exclusively for His people whom the Father fore-loved, predestined, and gave
to Him countless ages ago. Husband, sacrifice for your wife. And sacrifice for her exclusively
and preeminently. Let nothing in your heart or life be remotely comparable to the exclusivity of
your life for your mate. Give up anything and everything for her. Tell her this. Show her this.
Prove it to her. Encourage her with this. Sacrifice self for her! Die to self for her! Only for her!
A sacrificing love is a pursuing love. A simple reading of Song of Solomon, the God-given and
Spirit-inspired love-poem given to believers, will show that godly husbands will pursue their
wives. Of course, this only follows the preeminent example of Christ who pursues His own.
Remember the mission statement of Jesus: the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that
which was lost (Luke 19:10). Jesus is the seeker. He is the initiator. He is the pursuer. He is the
instigator. He is the relentless and tireless one who chases after his wife. As Jesus pursued you, O
husband, so you also should pursue your wife. And this is costly. It’s Christlike. And yet, this is
sacrificing love.
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A sacrificing love is an others-serving love. The Song of Solomon provides a marvelous
definition of marital love: “There I will give you my love” (Song 7:12b). Sacrifice, O husbands,
for your wives as you follow the example in God’s Word. Give! Love gives! God so loved the
world that He gave (John 3:16). Christ loved me and He gave Himself for me (Gal 2:20).
Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved you and gave Himself up for you (Eph
5:25). Make it your driving ambition to serve your mate first and foremost. Have the same
attitude in yourselves which also was in Christ Jesus. Serve others as Christ served you, even if
your bride is unworthy of it! For remember, you were far more unworthy of Christ’s sacrificial
love toward you as you scorned his grace and scoffed His love for so long. Serve your spouse!
A sacrificing love is a self-dying love. Quite simply: as much as possible, do what she wishes to
do. This is not relinquishing your leadership role. Not at all. But rather than always choosing
where to go, where to eat, what to do, how to spend the evening, what to do on Saturday,
deliberately die to self and find joy in doing what she wants to do. Make intentional efforts.
Surprise her. Love her. Cherish her. Make intentional efforts to do things that she would love and
appreciate. Again, when you said: “I DO” you said (in essence), “I DIE TO SELF.” So do it!
A sacrificing love is a gospel-picturing love. All of this must be the case in marriage because the
covenantal bond between a husband and wife is a breathing and visible illustration of the
spiritual union between Christ and His Bride. So the more that you sacrifice for your precious
bride, out of heartfelt love and stemming from joyful worship to Christ, you evidence the happy
and pleasing satisfactions of the gospel as the work of Christ continues to change you and
conform you more into His likeness. After all, He gave all for you. So sacrificially love your
bride in giving all for her. Hold nothing back.

7. Washing
One of the distinct and glorious callings that God gives to all husbands consists in washing them
in the Word of God. God calls all husbands to love their wives just as Christ also loved the
Church. And how did Jesus love His people? By giving Himself up for them so that He might
sanctify them and cleanse them by the washing of water with the Word. Jesus sanctifies His
people by washing believers in the Word of God -- regularly, consistently, honesty, and
necessarily. One of the glorious ways in which Jesus grows His people comes when believers
bathe in Scripture and grow in the grace and knowledge of Him in the truths of the Bible.
Husbands are to emulate the example of Jesus toward their own wives. Just as Jesus washes
believers in the Word of God, as the ultimate Leader and Husband, so husbands must wash their
wives in the Word as a faithful leader in the home.
God calls husbands to wash their wives with the Word. Busyness is everywhere. It describes and
probably defines you. Your iPhone calendar is probably jam packed with events, activities, and
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appointments. Yet the man of God must not be too busy for the washing of his wife in the Word
of God. This can come in many ways. It may be with family worship as he speaks truth into her
life. It may be as the husband and wife together read Scripture and discuss it regularly. It may be
around the table as the things of God are read and discussed consistently. But in whatever
specific way it occurs, the husband is to take the lead by washing his wife in the Word. That
means that -- in the context of the home and the family -- the husband is responsible for the
spiritual growth of his wife. He has been given the wondrous privilege of making sure she is with
God regularly in the Word.
God calls husbands to wash their wives with frequency. How does Jesus wash you, O Christian?
You meet with him regularly in the Word! You long to spend sweet time with him each day in the
Scriptures poring over texts and truths and reminders of God’s grace revealed in Christ! You
grow as you consistently and frequently bathe, meditate upon, and heed the truths of Scripture.
So husbands, learn to do likewise in washing your precious wife with the Word frequently. Brief
yet consistent times in the Word of God are better than inconsistent and lengthy, hour-long
overloads of Scripture. Keep it consistent and frequent as you lead in the home in washing your
wife in the Word.
God calls husbands to wash their wives as a means of sanctification. Leading your wife in the
truth of Scripture is one of the God-given gifts to all husbands to see them grow in holiness. Like
a little water day by day that causes a plant to grow steadily and healthily, so it is with the growth
of a child of God. Like the intake of food regularly and consistently that produces health and
growth so it is with the intake of God’s truth to produce growth in grace and conformity to
Christ. You, husband, are one of the tools used of God to enhance the sanctification of your wife
as you bring her to the means of grace with frequency.
God calls husbands to wash their wives with an eye toward future glorification. Always
remember that marriage points to something bigger and more lasting. Your covenantal bond for
life with your spouse points you to the everlasting bond that you have with Christ, your ultimate
Bridegroom. You live for eternity. You remember your home is heaven. You take encouragement
that your citizenship is there. Remember that as you read Scripture with your wife, as you pray
with her, as you teach her, as you study the Bible together, you are on a journey -- together! -- to
heaven. And as believers, you are kept by the power of God and growing by His marvelous
grace. So keep the big picture in mind. Remember that glorification is sure to come for all of
God’s children. But till then, you have the unspeakable privilege and honor of taking care of one
of God’s daughters and being the resident-pastor in the home. So shepherd her soul well till she
stands face to face with the Chief Shepherd who purchased her with His own blood.

8. Praying
There just might be some news that would toweringly soar far above any other news you could
receive today. That news is that you have, at this present instant, a Great High Priest who
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intercedes for you before God’s heavenly throne. At this moment, wherever you are and
whatever you’ve done, and however you may feel, if you’re a believer in Jesus Christ, you have
a Surety in heaven who pleads His own merits before God the Father on your behalf. Jesus, right
now, prays for you. In fact, He does not stop praying for you. He loves you and brings you
incessantly before the Father’s throne in prayer. Dear Christian, this is what your bridegroom
does for you!
So husband, strive to emulate this by praying for your wife. Just as your Savior brings you before
the Father, so you should bring your wife before the Father frequently. Just as your Savior
intercedes for you out of fervent love, so you can intercede on behalf of your bride before the
Father with a heart overflowing in love.
Husband, do you pray for your wife? Not just a few words here or there. But do you really pour
out your soul to God in desperate pleadings, fervent cries, and intercessory petitions on behalf of
your most treasured possession on earth, your bride? If God were to affirmatively answer all of
your prayers right now, at this instant, how much would really change in your marriage, or in
your wife’s life?
Pray with frequency for your wife. Seek the Lord early for your bride. Prayerfully lead her to the
throne before she even brings herself to the throne of grace. Beg God for strength to equip her to
stand strong in almighty grace and to ward off the devil’s wily schemes. Seek the Lord that she
may grow in grace, in wisdom, in love, in patience, in holy zeal, and in evangelistic
opportunities.
If you have small children in the home, do you pray specifically that your wife will be
empowered by the Spirit to speak gospel-truth to the hearts, minds, and lives of your little ones -however young or old they may be? Perhaps your wife is nursing a newborn. Pray that, like
Eunice, she may impart the sacred Scriptures even to those infant-minds so that they would hear
divine truth even from the youngest of days.
Your wife may also be at home with young children during the day -- maybe toddlers, or early
elementary school age. Intercede on her behalf for God’s strength to enable her to respond with
grace when they sin. Pray that she would have overwhelming love and selfless resolve to
discipline them when they sin, bring them to the cross in speaking the gospel, and to instruct
them in the wondrous ways of God, work of God, character of God, and awe of God. Pray for
her to be reliant upon God in her heart-attitude, in her words, and in her responses to various
situations.
Maybe you have teenagers of any and all sorts. Maybe they are believers. Maybe they’re not.
Maybe they are in relationships. Perhaps they’re not. Maybe you have one. Maybe you have four
teenagers. Plead with Christ to give wisdom to your wife as she cultivates their hearts with
divine truth and seeks to bring God’s wisdom to bear from the word of God in conversations that
they have together.
| page 13 |

Duties of Christian Husbands

Pray, O husband! Nothing in all the world can compare with the power of prayer. Bring all the
military regimes, artillery, and nuclear arsenals from the entire globe and the weakest saint,
praying to God, is mightier than them all! The devil trembles when the weakest believer comes
before the almighty Throne in prayer. The fervent prayers of a righteous man are powerful and
accomplish much! Pray, O husband!
Not sure where to pray or how to start? Not sure how to specifically bring her before God’s
throne? Begin with Psalm 1 and begin praying through the Bible (i.e., the Psalms) and use God’s
language (in the psalms) to frame and provide variety to your prayers for your wife. Then, you
may choose to spend time praying through Psalm 119 for your wife. Read a verse. Then pray it
back to God on behalf of your wife. Or you may choose Paul’s prayers (Colossians 1, Philippians
1, Ephesians 1 & 3, Philemon 1, 1 Corinthians 1) and take the Spirit-given language and allow it
to fuel your petitions to God for your wife.
And don’t forget to thank God for the undeserved gift He gave you in your wife. Even with all
her flaws -- however many they may be, you don’t deserve her. Even if she is a nonbeliever, still
thank God for the companion He gave you in her. If she doesn’t fulfill you sexually as you’d
like, praise and worship and bless God for her and for her unspeakable beauties and ask God for
His grace in that particular area of your marriage. If she is a big sinner, remember that you’re a
bigger one still. And yet -- neither of you are beyond the saving grace of God and the restoring
mercies of the Savior! Refuse to complain! Storm the mercy seat and come boldly! Come with
confidence! Come for your bride! Come with your bride in prayer. Pray for her and pray with
her. And may God transform your marriage as you emulate Christ, your Bridegroom, who right
now, at this moment, is still praying for you before the Father’s throne.

9. Listening
Call to me and I will answer you (Jer 33:3). These words God spoke to His covenant people. God
always has an open and an unhurried ear when His people call out to Him! No man has ever
lived who was more busy with more people to heal, more sermons to preach, more men to
disciple, more cities to visit, and more prayers to pray than Christ the Savior. And yet He found
Himself so frequently interrupted by men and women — often outcasts! — who were pleading
for healing or saving grace. Never was he too busy for people. Never did he shove people away
even though masses and the religious elite around him sought to do so. He listened to the weak,
the needy, the helpless, and the desperate. And dear husband, saved by the blood of Christ,
you’re called to love your wife even as you’ve received love from Christ Himself. And one way
that Christ loves His bride is by listening to her when she prays. So, you too, husbands, are to
listen to your wives.
Here are six specific points of focus for husbands as to how they can listen to their wives well.
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Listen intently. First, husbands should listen intently to their wives. Listen to remember. Listen to
recollect. Listen with a genuine desire to know her. Don’t just look at her with your eyes and
have your ears open while your mind is scanning through the upcoming football game that night.
Fight to genuinely listen. Fight to listen to know the heart of your wife as her lips reveal what’s
on the inside of her. To really know your wife well and to lead her well, you must listen intently.
Listen humbly. Even if your wife may have a reproof for you as a husband or if she may be
pointing out a sin in your life. Listen without defending yourself. Listen without shifting the
blame to something or someone else. Listen without changing the topic impulsively. Listen
without shoving the issue aside with the simple quip: “I promise I’ll get to that later and do
something about it!” Be humble and listen to what God may be teaching you through the loving
and wondrous instrument of your wife.
Listen interestedly. Tuning out never works. All women know when a man is really listening -or not. Genuinely take an interest in your bride. That may mean you turn the TV off while she
sits and talks with you. Maybe you put the kids to bed and have a date night on the couch as you
serve her with her favorite drink and snack as you snuggle and ask her questions because you’re
interested in her heart, her day, her fears, and her joys. Date her. Take an interest in her. Seek to
know your wife. Good husbands genuinely find interest in their wives by asking questions and
then sitting and listening while she talks. Listen with interest to the greatest gift given to you in
this life -- your wife!
Listen without providing all the answers immediately. Sometimes men can have the answers to
nearly every problem that comes our way. We have the Bible verse or the practical knowledge to
fix something. But though the answer may be in your mind at the moment, there is a right time to
speak truth. Like apples of gold in settings of silver, so is a word spoken in right circumstances
(Prov 25:11). You don’t have to be the Mr Fix-It guy all the time. You don’t even have to provide
your solution to everything. Just listen. Just sit and glean. Just sit and learn your wife. Take the
time -- yes, the T-I-M-E -- to sit and allow your wife to speak her heart to you.
Listen tenderly. You won your wife with charm, tenderness, and gentleness. Don’t lose it in the
duration of the marriage. Don’t allow the decades of marriage cloud your commitment to shower
her with love, affection, nurturing-care, and gentle touches. Listen tenderly as your wife answers
your deep, heart-searching, genuinely-interested questions. Maybe you may need to snuggle her
close, hold her hand, embrace her in your arms, allow her to cry on your chest. But make the
time for this. Tenderly listen. Go deep with your bride and listen with love and with gentleness.
Listen worshipfully. God even says: “whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do all to the
glory of God (Col 3:17). Even communicating and listening to your wife can be worship! It’s
true. The Savior of sinner listens! The good Shepherd hears when His sheep find themselves in
need! So you lead also by listening. And you hear when the little flock at home is in need. Listen
well and listen worshipfully. Imitate Christ and point your wife to her ultimate Bridegroom by
reminding her of Christ’s promises and His unchanging character.
| page 15 |

Duties of Christian Husbands

10. Planning
Husbands must lead their wives by taking the initiative in making plans and seeing that the
family is well cared for spiritually and materially. A mark of leadership is planning for the future
and taking appropriate action in beginning to execute those plans accordingly. Consider Jesus.
Even while on the cross, he made plans for His mother to be cared for at the hands of John, the
beloved disciple (John 19:26-27). Learning from the example of Jesus, men today must also plan
for the future and act wisely and obediently to Scripture.
Plan for the spiritual nurturing of the home. Husbands are to take the initiative in making sure
that the spiritual needs of their wives are being met and cultivated. Husbands are the primary
pastors of their wives. Though they attend a church and serve in a local assembly faithfully, the
husband is the primary shepherd of the wife. What a high calling. So, husband, make a plan to
read the Word with your wife. Don’t have one? Then begin now. Tonight. This day. Read a
paragraph and perhaps consider starting with Ephesians. Read Ephesians 1:1-14 and talk through
it. Pray together through it. Encourage each other. Nurture and feed her soul.
Plan for the local church commitment of the family. As the leader of the home, you as the
husband are to lead in ensuring that the family makes it to church each Sunday and throughout
the week. Rather than having entertainments and sports and children’s activities be the center of
the calendar, the New Testament provides a model that the local assembly and gathering of the
believers should take priority in the typical week of the Christian. So, husband, ensure that you
shepherd your family by allowing them to meet with God’s people, sing corporately, hear the
preaching of the Word, receive the ordinances, and work the preached Word deep through
application and conversation throughout the following week.
Plan for the biblical instruction of the children. You as the husband must also instruct your
children (if you have them in the home). Start with family worship. Read a small portion of the
Bible together with everyone gathered. Then sing a few hymns and reflect on the solid theology.
Then pray together. It doesn’t have to be super profound nor does it have to be long and tedious.
Keep it short, exciting, and Word-centered. Over time, God will use it to work profoundly in
your family.
Plan for the marital connecting with your wife. Yes, make the time. Plan for it. Mark it on your
calendar. Even hit the ‘reminder’ tab if you need it. Connect with her. You dated her before. So
date her still. Find a night and you initiate it and you make it happen and you organize babysitting
if necessary (find a single lady from your church & see if she’d be willing to serve!). Connect
with your bride. Ask her good questions. Not just ‘daily checklist of events’ but go deep into
each other’s hearts. Connect. Rekindle love. Enjoy intimacy. Pray. Hold hands. Kiss. You, O
husband, are to lead in this.
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A few thoughts on how you can plan to lead for the future. Communicate with your wife so that
you are together on the same page regarding plans for the near term and the long term. And make
sure that you not only are harmonious on the final end-goal but even the reasons why you want
to do and achieve certain tasks. Second, plan to execute these plans. Maybe it means you take a
step back from your hobbies. Maybe it means the kids don’t each play three sports each year.
Maybe it means you get rid of cable and satellite. Third, rejoice that you have a partner and a
companion in life -- given by God -- to come alongside of you as you plan and lead the family in
God-honoring, Word-centered, and Christ-pursuing way. Finally, do all that you do saturated
with integrity. Never compromise your faithfulness or your integrity. Do all you do in a
trustworthy, truthful, Christlike way. If a a plan doesn’t work, that’s ok. Confess it. Own it. Speak
the truth. And work together on another plan that may be better and more workable. If you get
tired or frustrated, keep pressing on for the glory of Christ, receiving strength from the infinite
well of God’s might, and praying together with your wife. And see how God will work and bless
your plans as you seek to honor Him and glorify Christ in the ways that you serve to lead your
family in the future.

11. Reconciling
Believers sin. All Christians grow in increasing hatred toward sin their sin but nevertheless, as
long as children of God live in this world, they will wage war with ongoing sin. How true this is
of the most intimate of all human relationships -- the marriage. Undoubtedly you will sin against
your wife and your wife will sin against you. When this happens, what is the husband to do?
How can he take Christlike leadership in these moments to reconcile with God and with his wife
in a way that would honor his Savior?
In what follows, here are some reminders to help husbands reconcile with their wives in a Godly
way when sin has occurred.
First, repent toward God and be reconciled to Him. Sin is always first and ultimately against
God. Even if you have hurt someone else in the offense, go to God first and confess your since,
receive His grace, and move on in His love. Come to God as the One always ready to forgive and
always full of mercy toward His own.
Second, repent to your wife and be reconciled to her. After you’ve come to God, next go to your
wife if you’ve sinned against her. And when you come to her, don’t apologize -- for that is a
concept that is unbiblical when an offense has been made. When you’ve sinned, instead of
saying: “I’m sorry” -- that is, apologizing -- use biblical terminology such as: “I’ve sinned
against God and you. Will you forgive me for…” That way you’re confessing your sin and
owning it. You’re also asking the offended person if they will forgive you as you’ve requested it.
Be humble. Swallow your pride. Be gentle. And be patient in coming to your bride and come
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clean with her. Call your sin what it is. Don’t hide it, ignore it, brush it aside, or change the topic.
Repent of it, seek her forgiveness, and be reconciled.
Third, initiate the reconciliation after an offense has been committed. How easy it is for men to
want to ignore the hard conversations. No one likes to be uncomfortable or have the ‘hard talks.’
But when an offense has been committed and you have sinned (or she has sinned against you),
one mark of godly leadership is to initiate the reconciliation process even if you’re the one in the
right and have not committed the offense. As a leader, God has given you the wonderful
responsibility of leading, shepherding, and making sure there are no ongoing and lingering sins
that go unconfessed and unrepented of. Initiate with love. Initiate with tenderness and with
prayerfulness.
Fourth, remember the great sin of refusing to forgive and the paramount danger of avoiding
reconciliation. Always remember that God commands all of His children to forgive any sin when
a person comes and asks for forgiveness. In other words, there is no reason why a believer should
ever not immediately and lavishly forgive sin. All of this is to model the great and paramount
forgiveness that children of God have in Christ. God has forgiven believers in Christ so lavishly.
No sin could ever exceed one sin against God. If God has forgiven the greatest offenses, how
much more should His children who are forgiven by Him forgive one another smaller offenses.
To forgive is one of the most God-like things a person can do. To refuse to forgive is one of the
most unGod-like things a sinner could do. When sin has occurred -- even great, harsh, painful,
and disappointing sins -- just remember how much sin Christ the glorious Redeemer has forgiven
you of and then go and forgive others in the same way that you’ve received His forgiveness.
Fifth, reconcile to your wife and move on with grace, love, tenderness, and refuse to re-open old
wounds and sins. Whoever has committed the sin in the relationship, let love cover even the
multitude of sins as you and your wife together move forward in grace, love, patience,
gentleness. You and your wife need to be careful that you have realistic expectations. Don’t
expect your spouse to be perfect, for no one is perfect. But be gentle and gracious as you grow
together in grace and pursue Christ and holiness together. So, husband, reconcile to your wife
(whatever offense has been made and whatever pain has come), work together with Christlike
love, God-like patience, and tenderness as a couple. Don’t give up. Don’t move on. Don’t
divorce. Don’t quit. Refuse to re-open and bring up old wounds, old sins, and old offenses from
the past. Keeping a record of wrongs and verbalizing them can be disastrous for marriages. So
when you forgive, refuse to bring it up again to yourself, to your spouse, and even to others.

12. Pursuing (wife)
As a husband, one important element of the marriage that often needs to be impressed repeatedly
is the wonderful duty to pursue one’s wife. To shepherd is to pursue the flock. If one is lost, the
shepherd leaves the herd and seeks diligently till he finds the wayward and wandering sheep. A
good shepherd goes after and lovingly chases after his flock. So the family shepherd should also
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pursue his flock. He should not wait for his wife to pursue him in response. He should not wait
for her to respond favorably to his impulses. He should not wait for her to initiate time together.
No! A godly husband must take the lead to pursue his wife.
Here are a few thoughts specifically related to the husband’s pursuit of his wife.
First, pursue her heart. The most important feature of your wife is her heart -- what drives her,
why she does what she does, how she thinks, what she longs for, what she fears and enjoys.
Pursue her heart and know her deeply, intimately, and constantly. Don’t say that you pursued her
when you dated and now that you have her as your wife that the pursuit has ceased! Continue to
pursue her heart even now. Get to know her. Keep dating her. Pursue the deep, inward, unseen
workings of her life and motives so that you can know her better, love her better, pray for her
better, and minister to her needs better.
Second, pursue her growth. Make it your endeavor, by God’s grace and with His enabling help,
to pursue her growth spiritually. Make sure that she has time with the Lord each day. Pursue her
in following up with her times with God by asking her good questions and then discuss what she
read and shepherd her along with encouragement and prayer. Pursue her heart to be warmly in
love with Christ, her ultimate Bridegroom. Pursue opportunities to read the Word together with
her and to pray together and to minister in your local church together.
Third, pursue her friendship. The book of Song of Solomon ends with the two lovers as
“friends”. They just ‘enjoy being with each other.’ Do you? Many couples may be ‘married’
legally but have no friendship-relationship emotionally. Work hard at cultivating a close
friendship with your precious bride. Be her friend. Be a faithful friend. Be one who listens. Be
one who is always there for her. Be one who is her great champion and cheerleader. Be her
encourager and support.
Fourth, pursue her companionship. Marriage was given by God to solve the loneliness problem
for man. It’s not good for man to be alone, God said. And for that reason, God created a helpmate
for him. The wife is the completer of the husband. So, husband, pursue your companion. Do
things together. Pursue what she likes. Do what she enjoys. Cultivate a growing love and
appreciation for the hobbies, interests, and desires that she has. Be not only her legal spouse but
her foremost companion. Pursue her patiently, persistently, passionately, and genuinely.
Fifth, pursue her sexually. Pursue your bride emotionally and affectionately. Seek to always
please her and bring her fulfillment. As in all matters of life and marriage, love always seeks the
benefit and well-being of the other. So never seek to use your wife or manipulate a situation to
get what you want sexually. Seek always to serve her and please her and satisfy her desires.
Remember that the pursuit of your wife sexually doesn’t begin in the bed. It begins long before
this with romantic words, gentle touches, affectionate caresses, and heartfelt affirmations. Love
her heart and touch her heart before you seek to touch her body. But nevertheless, pursue her still
even in this way!
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Sixth, pursue her continually. Be constant in your pursuit of her. Women want to be pursued. Be
patient and be constant in your pursuit of her. Allow for no intruders. Be regular and passionate
in your pursuit of her heart, her affections, and her emotions. Make it a point to pursue her by
asking good questions, making times together for dates, and initiating opportunities for
fellowship, companionship, intimacy, and relaxation. Serve her by pursuing her and doing things
that she finds pleasure in doing. Learn her. Ask good questions. And as time goes on, and as you
both change, may the marriage remain steady and secure as you pursue her and continually
protect the marriage by prioritizing her over everything else, humanly speaking, in this world.

13. Studying (God)
Did you know one way to lead your wife and fulfill your godly role of husband in the home is to
grow in your knowledge and study of God? The more you grow with God, the more you’ll grow
as a husband. The deeper you go in your understanding of Christ, the deeper you’ll love and
cherish your wife. The longer you gaze upon the many-facets of the saving gospel, the more
you’ll be gripped by its truths and be tireless and selfless in your love for your bride. Dear
husband, study your God!
Strive to emulate King David when he affirmed that there was one thing that he desired from the
Lord and that is what he would seek after -- to dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of his
life and to inquire in His Temple. Study your God. Consume yourself with God. Fill your mind
and heart with God and Scripture. To study God requires a number of essentials.
To study God, you need to be disciplined. You need to make and prioritize the time to learn God,
know His Word, and pray to God in response to His revelation to you in Scripture. Discipline
yourself to rise early and meet with God before the busy day begins.
To study God, you need to be biblical. Let God’s Word soak in your soul. Let it reside in your
heart. Let it permeate your mind. Be biblical and allow God and His Word to frame your
understanding, guide your thoughts, shape your thinking, and alter your conduct. God’s Word
must be the ultimate authority in your life and the driving pursuit of all that you are, think, say,
and do.
To study God, you need to be worshipful. Remember the study of God is not a chore, it’s a life.
It’s not a task, it’s a calling. It’s not a mark on the checklist, it’s the consuming passion of the
Christian. A child of God does not merely want to know about God. The pursuit of the believer is
to know God Himself in all of his infinite facets and deep attributes.
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To study God, you need to be persistent. There will be those days when you don’t feel like
reading the Word, spending time with God, and serving His people. Those days will inevitably
come. But remember that even when you don’t feel like eating or drinking or working, you do it
anyway because you know it’s working for your good. So it is with God’s Word. Even when the
dry days and the hard seasons come (and they will!), keep persistent in the reading and studying
of God and His Word. Let the truth of God keep filling you till you’re warmly filled with joy and
deeply reminded of Christ’s gospel in your soul. Don’t let the seasons of dryness keep you from
God. Rather, let those occasions drive you to God.
To study God, you need to be mindful. Godliness in the home begins with godliness in the heart.
No husband begins the marriage by simply starting to be a super-man husband. Rather, godly
husbanding always begins with godly living. And godly living always begins with Godly
thinking. And Godly thinking always begins with biblical reading and meditation. So be mindful
of the ultimate goal of growing closer to Christ as a man before you try to be the best husband
for your wife. These are not altogether separate, however, since the closer you grow to Christ
(your great Bridegroom) you will find yourself loving your wife in a Christlike way in the home
because He impacts you so that you can love your bride in the home.

14. Instructing
The Apostle Paul has given a remarkable truth in 1 Corinthians 14 in the section dealing with the
Corinthian abuse of the spiritual gifts, and in this section, the apostolic-sign gift of speaking in
tongues. Paul says in 1 Corinthians 14:35 that if women desire to learn anything, let them ask
their own husbands at home. This verse is a profound truth that marriages would do well to
emulate, by God’s grace and with the Spirit’s enabling power, for the edification of both the
husband and the wife in the context of the body of Christ.
The husband, by God’s design, is given the blessed privilege of being the in-home-pastor of the
family. He is the primary teacher. He’s the instructor of the Word. Of course, a Christian family
will be serving in and involved in a sound local church cared for by Godly leaders. But before
the wife is to go to them with her questions, the Apostle Paul instructs women to ask their own
husbands at home.
Here are some brief pastoral counsels for instructing your wife in the context of your home.
First, instruct her FORMALLY. This can take place as you two as a couple (and, including your
children) have family worship regularly in the home. This is when you open the Bible and work
through the Word systematically (a book in the Bible, a theme, a theological concept, the
character of God, etc.) or it can take place even when you and your wife come together and read
the Word just the two of you before you go to sleep or in the mornings before you head off to
work. These are occasions where you plan to be together reading the Word, discussing it, and
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anticipating how God will use His powerful truth to impact your and your spouse’s hearts and
lives.
Second, instruct her INFORMALLY. This could be understood in the context of informal
conversations. As you’re going through your day together, speak of these things. Talk about what
you’re reading. As you’re in the kitchen, ask her what God taught her in her time in God’s Word.
Share with her what God is revealing to you as you study His Word. In the course of
conversations -- even at meals -- utilize any and all opportunities to speak biblical truth and
instruct the bride that God has given to you.
Third, instruct her PROVIDENTIALLY. These are the events you can’t really plan for. These are
the gracious life-happenings of God. When you get in a car accident, or when someone dies, or
when a loved-one moves away, or when a societal calamity occurs. Use such occasions to
instruct her mind and her heart with the heart-gripping truth of Scripture.
Fourth, instruct her PATIENTLY. As you instruct, be patient. This is one of the commands that
permeates the pastoral epistles for church leaders who care for the flock at large. Preach the
Word and instruct with all patience. Patience must pervade the marriage relationship. As you
teach and as you instruct and as you counsel and as you pray together, patiently work with her
through these matters just as God in Christ has been so patient with you.
Fifth, instruct her BIBLICALLY. Of course, let your instruction of your wife be replete with
Scriptural truths. Don’t give worldly wisdom. Let your counsel to her and instruction to her be
grounded solidly in the sufficient Word. This means that you need to be a student of the Word
and know what it says before you can instruct your wife. You can’t give away what you yourself
don’t possess. And even as you grow gradually in your knowledge of Christ and of Scripture,
keep at it. Keep studying. And keep instructing your wife. And then anticipate how God will use
that for the sanctification of both you and your wife as you live together, serve one another, and
glorify Christ in your marriage.
Sixth, instruct her FAITHFULLY. Walk with her as you instruct her in biblical truth. Perhaps a
trial has suddenly captured your household and great hardship and sorrow has seized your wife’s
soul. Instruct her in the Word and faithfully walk with her through the trial. Instruct her verbally
and walk with her continually. Don’t just spout commands and ‘to-dos’ but show her how to
think and respond and act by leading by example.

15. Evangelizing
As a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ and as one who has been sought by God, selected by God,
saved by God, secured by God, and satisfied in God, you have the heart-thrilling duty to speak of
Jesus Christ to the lost. This is every Christian’s responsibility. In fact, if one could boil down the
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mission of every single Christian who is still alive in this world, that mission could be simply
stated as follows: you are alive to proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of
darkness into His marvelous light. You are to be the mouthpiece for the Lord by speaking His
gospel to the lost so that He can draw His own to salvation through the hearing of the gospel.
Maybe you have an unconverted wife. Maybe, O husband, as you read this, your heart sinks in
discouragement because you are married to a woman who has no love for the things of God and
no yearning for this glorious Christ! Maybe you love her and serve her and nurture her and
pursue her and yet you find constant brick walls and opposition. Dear husband, if this is your
story, keep clinging to Christ the Solid Rock and run to the mighty Refuge every day to find
grace, strength, encouragement, and the example to love even those that seem unlovable at times.
But keep proclaiming your Savior. Be like the early Apostles who said: we can’t stop speaking
about the things that we have seen and heard. With love, with patience, with gentleness, with
clarity, with urgency, and with constant prayer, keep speaking of Christ’s gospel and of eternity’s
nearness to the unsaved in your home.
Perhaps you have children that are, right now, unconverted. Maybe you have little children in the
home that have not yet come to Christ. Or, you could have teenagers who find their love more in
the things of this world than they do in the things of Christ. Indeed, you may have adult children
who have long been out of the home who don’t pursue Christ, the family is not being led well in
the ways of Scripture, and (if they do attend a church) they find themselves at a place where
Christ’s gospel is frequently exchanged for entertainment, drama, and seeker friendly ploys.
Keep prayerful. Keep pleading before the heavenly Throne of grace for the souls of your
children. If they’re in the home, keep showing them Christ daily. What they need is not parents
to back off and refuse to speak of Jesus. They need you to love Christ more, model holiness for
them, reflect your gladness in His gospel, and speak of His forgiveness as much as you can.
Never underestimate the power of fervent, undying, importunate praying -- even if the children
have long been out of the home and live far away. God’s providential ways far surpass our
imaginations. If you can’t talk to them every day, then pray for them every day and bring their
case before the Lord of the universe every day.
Lead your wife in evangelizing the lost outside the context of the home. Capitalize on
opportunities with neighbors. As you engage in conversations about the weekend, share how
heart-gripping the sermon was at the church you attend. Speak how much you’ve learned in your
time with God in His Word. Speak of how you’re encouraged by the Church you go to as they
serve and love one another so lavishly and tangibly. Beautify the gospel by sharing Christ
incessantly with others. And, of course, you would do well to keep some gospel tracts with you
for those frequent occasions when you can’t give a full gospel to someone, but you can leave
them with a gospel presentation. These have appropriately been called: “paper missionaries.”
They can go where you often can’t go. Always remember, dear husband, the power is not in you
or in the method of your gospel-delivery. The power is in the message, that is, the gospel. So
never be afraid of speaking the gospel verbally, giving the gospel through a tract, or writing the
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gospel in a letter and sending it to a loved one (or, relative, or coworker, or neighbor, or city
mayor, etc.).
It should be noted here, in conclusion, that evangelism is more than just an emotional and
shameful guilt-trip telling you to “do more!” Someone could be stirred into obedience, perhaps,
for a short time. But if it does not stem from the heart, then the sharing of the gospel will fizzle.
But if you are a man of God who thinks much and ponders deeply the things of God, the
nearness of eternity, the infiniteness of God’s wrath, the agony of the Lake of Fire, and the
consciousness of the eternally damned, and the blessed hope available through faith alone in
Jesus Christ alone, you will be compelled in your heart -- out of sheer love for God and for your
neighbor -- to speak gospel truth to the lost. So, O man of God, rather than heap more
imperatives that you should go share the gospel, it may be more beneficial to encourage you to
ponder the exclusivity of Christ, the peril of the unconverted, and the imminency of death. Let
these truths catapult you into prayerful and worshipful obedience to evangelizing the lost with
the truth of there being one God and one Savior between God and man, namely, the man Christ
Jesus.

16. Worshiping
It could rightly be said that you can no better lead your wife than by worshiping your God! The
higher you soar in worshiping Jesus Christ, the deeper will be your sacrificial love for your wife.
The more that you satisfy your heart with the soul-satisfying, mind-thrilling, and heart-gripping
gospel of salvation from God’s wrath, the more you will view all of life and every relationship
through the grid of ‘worship’. All that you do can be an expression of worship to God -- even
such as mundane activities like eating a meal or drinking a beverage. If your worship is rightly
focused on God, then your marriage will be rightly aligned with Scripture in so far as you fulfill
your responsibility to faithfully read the Word and seek to live out what you read, by God’s
grace.
Consider how the Spirit of God guides Paul in laying out the Epistle to the Ephesians. He wants
His people to know that all of the remarks regarding marriage (in ch 5) must be preceded by
Ephesians 1-4. If one turns first to Ephesians 5 and seeks to live out the duties of godly
relationships, it will result in utter frustration and certain failure. But Ephesians begins with the
work of God in the salvation of man (chs 1-3). And in these most important and foundational
chapters, the Apostle Paul provides the gospel in such a way that God accomplishes absolutely
all that is necessary for the salvation of spiritually dead sinners who are wholly unable to come
to God on their own.
This leads the child of God to worship. It reminds the forgiven sinner of his past state and his
present security in Christ. It catapults him to a life of prayer and gratitude for all that God has
done on his behalf through Christ. It draws him to doxological worship as he shouts with Paul:
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“Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, according to
His power that works within us, to Him be the glory in the Church, and in Christ Jesus, to all
generations” (Eph 3:20-21). It is only then, at the conclusion of chapter 3, that Paul changes his
focus and tone to exhort the believers, saved by God’s sovereign grace and accomplishment, to
walk in such a manner that they practice in conduct what they really are in position. In a word,
Ephesians is all about practicing your position. The position secured and accomplished by God
(Eph 1-3). And the practice now is to be worked out by God’s grace and strength (Eph 4-6).
Thus, salvation precedes sanctification. Doxology goes together with duty.
Observing the format of Ephesians can be helpful for the husband who wants to love his wife but
feels like a failure so often. This man must bear in mind that his heart must be realigned in
worship and refocused on Christ and reinvigorated to serve Christ through remembering the
gospel of grace and the power that already exists within him to serve and obey Christ in
Christian conduct -- especially in family relationships.
So, then, O husband, worship Christ. Draw near to Him in worship as you remember the gospel,
gaze afresh at Christ, marvel at your redemption, ponder the depths of infinite justice that has
been satisfied in Christ’s atonement on your behalf. And find yourself marveling at grace,
empowered by the Spirit, full of Scripture, satisfied in the gospel and the more that you do bathe
in these worshipful realities, you will grow in your duties as a Christian husband. It really isn’t a
magical solution to a hard marriage. But worshiping your God supremely is a catalyst to
shepherding your wife diligently.

17. Believing (in God)
Abraham grew strong in faith and did not waver in unbelief when it was revealed to him that he
would be the father of a multitude. He believed God and gave glory to God. Even when it
seemed humanly impossible, he grew strong in faith while trusting in God. This is an example
that every Christian husband should endeavor to follow. Dear husband, one duty you have as the
leader and shepherd of the home is to lead by believing in God.
What is belief? It is unswerving confidence. It is wholly leaning upon the truth regardless of the
cost, its appearance, or how others respond. True belief clings to and endures through the hardest
of struggles and oppositions. The author to the Hebrews expressed it as the assurance of things
hoped for and the conviction of things not seen (Heb 11:1). You, O Christian husband, must lead
your family in this way. And by God’s grace and through the Spirit’s mighty enabling, you can
do it.
Believing God in the GOOD TIMES. When things in life are according to plan and family is
healthy, work is prospering, church is unified, and spirits are up, don’t forget to trust in the Lord.
One constant warning the Lord gives to Israel of old is to remember and not forget how God led
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them to Himself and brought them to a good land. So it must be with you, dear leader of the
home, don’t neglect your unshakable confidence in God even during the good and glad and
hopeful times of life. Remember the Lord. Thank the Lord. Give thanks to the Lord.
Believing God in the SUFFERING TIMES. Remember to kiss the hand that smites with the rod.
God does not frown upon His own children. He loves them greatly and passionately. As God
brings trials to His children, by His grace and for their good, thank Him for them. Even as you
suffer, keep on believing in God. Even as Moses endured ill treatment with the people of God
and bore the reproaches of Christ yet he did not give up his faith in the Lord. So you too, O man
of God, must endure through the hard and suffering and trying times by faith. Believe that God is
up to good for the sanctification of your soul and for the magnification of His powerful grace
through you in the seasons (not necessarily brief moments!) of pain and persecution. Live by
faith.
Believing God in the UNCERTAIN TIMES. As Job had to trust in the Lord even when he did not
know what God was doing, so it is incumbent upon every godly husband to hold tightly to and
cling firmly to the promises of God when the darkness of clouds gather overhead and you’re not
quite sure what God is doing at that time. Consider Abraham who had to obey God by going out
to a place that he was to receive for an inheritance, but he went out not even knowing where he
was going! Consider how much faith that took! So you trust the promises of God even when you
can’t see the footsteps of God. You cling to the character of God when you don’t have
explanations from God. Never forget God is to be trusted in for who He is. And he has an
impeccably and everlastingly perfect track record of faithfulness. So believe in Him.
Believing God in the TRANSITION TIMES. In the times of transition and relocation, trust in
God. When the familiar is a past thing and everything appears new, keep believing in God. When
the children grow up and move out of the home, keep believing in God. In all of the transition
periods that life may have by the good providence of God, keep relying upon and resting in the
perfect character of God. Hold tightly to and hope assuredly in the unseen God with dogged
tenacity.
Believing God in the DYING TIMES. And those seasons will come when eternity is about to
dawn for a dear loved one of yours. Perhaps it’s your precious bride. Maybe it’s a small child. It
could even be a newborn baby who has been in ICU for months. Tragically, it could be a
teenager who has been hit by a drunk driver. Maybe it is a grandchild who has cancer. When
those times of death come near and the coldness of death’s sting presses itself against your chest,
remember one thing, God is worthy of praise. Precious in the sight of God are the death of His
godly ones. Not even a sparrow falls from the sky apart from the full knowledge and powerful
direction from God Almighty. So remember to rest in Him. Have assurance brimming in your
mind and heart by rehearsing psalms that drive you time and time again back to the nature of
God, the character of God, the promises of God, the faithfulness of God, and the covenant-love
of God.
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18. Following (God)
A great mark of leadership consists of setting an example for others by following your Savior.
Leadership principles can be instructed and taught in a classroom but so much of leadership also
involves following the example of others. As you, Christian husband, lead your wife and fulfill
your biblical obligations to her as your wife, remember that much of your leadership in the home
is visibly demonstrated by how you follow your God.
Remember how the Apostle Paul told the Corinthian church that he loved: follow me as I follow
Christ. Pastor Paul led the Corinthian congregation by pleading with them to follow his example
in so far as he follows God.
Let this be the constant pursuit and theme of your marriage. A godly wife wants to see her
husband following God. A wise wife wants to observe her husband pursuing the fear of God and
walking in obedience to God. Husband, you can best lead your wife by following your God. Let
his desires become your desires. Let His word be your guide. Let His truth be your compass. Let
his passions become your passions. Follow your God!
Lead your wife by following your God DAILY. It should be plastered upon your heart, as a godly
husband, to follow your God all the days of your life -- by His grace and thru His enabling
power. As God told Joshua, His servant, to not let the book of the Law depart from his mouth but
to meditate on it day and night (Josh 1:8-9). Joshua was to lead God’s chosen people, the nation
of Israel, as he followed his God daily through the constant study and meditation on God’s Law.
Let this be a fitting reminder for you to follow your God daily. Make time to be with God.
Prioritize times to pray to God. Create opportunities to talk with your wife about the things of
Christ and His gospel. One of the greatest examples you can set for your wife consists in the
visible example of a life fully devoted and daily consecrated to God for His use and for His
glory.
Lead your wife by following your God HUMBLY. The greatest characteristic that should mark
every follower of Jesus Christ is humility. Christ was born in a humble way and lived a life of
humility and meekness. Christ led humbly. He did not dominate or lord his authority over those
allotted to His charge, but He led humbly and graciously and by serving. Follow your God
humbly. Admit when you’ve sinned. Own it. Confess it. Don’t ignore or dismiss it. But humbly
come before God and those that you’ve offended and seek their forgiveness specifically,
honestly, and humbly. Follow your God supremely and with great humility. Fight the dragon of
pride with violent vigilance. And remember, pride is the germ that brings forth sin. So keep on
fighting pride. Seek to cultivate humility and endeavor to clothe yourself with humility every
day. In so doing, you will lead your wife well by being a humble, lowly, Christ-emulating man.
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Lead your wife by following your God CONSISTENTLY. The God of Scripture is a faithful
God. He is wholly consistent to Himself in all of His ways. He never deviates from His character
for He cannot do so. He is faithful, trustworthy, reliable, and true. Christ was faithful and
consistent in holiness even to death -- even death on a cross as the sin-bearing Substitute. So you,
too, O man of God, lead your wife well by following your God consistently. Over the long haul,
keep following Christ. Don’t stop or let up or give up or cease following Christ. Don’t let the
days of dark sin and the days of discouraging pride strangle your growth and stunt your
perseverance. Keep pressing on and fighting the good fight. Keep enduring to the end and keep
following God consistently. Remember, the pattern of growth in the Christian life is a
progressive one. No man will attain perfectionism in this life. So even in the discouraging
moments and the occasions where you feel defeated, keep living what you know and keep your
mind engaged with the truth of Scripture and come back to God repeatedly and seek His grace to
help and strengthen you for the consistent growth in the Lord. And in so doing, you will provide
a wonderful example for your wife of a life (albeit an imperfect one!) consecrated to God and
resolved to consistently walking in holiness as you know the truth and follow the Savior.

19. Refocusing
You’re busy. Every husband is busy. Perhaps there’s no comment that so frequently rolls off the
lips of today’s American citizen more than: “I’m busy!” And with this seemingly unstoppable
race of duties and calendar-events, remember this one truth, O husband, you often have a need to
be refocused on Christ, on your soul, on eternity, and on the gospel that saves from God’s wrath.
In a word, you need to place yourself constantly in such a position whereby you refocus off of
this world and back onto the Lord and His Word.
So how do you refocus on Christ as a godly husband to love, lead, and nurture your wife well?
Here are a few pastoral suggestions.
First, refocus your heart in DAILY DIET OF SCRIPTURE. One way you can specifically lead
your wife is to refocus your own soul on God’s unchanging truth while you live in the midst of a
quickly-changing world. Feast upon Scripture. Chew on it. Digest it deep in your soul.
Remember that just as you eat meals each day for the nourishment of your body, how much more
must you diligently sit to feast upon the spiritual food of the Word each day for the nourishment
of your soul.
Second, refocus your heart in PRIORITIZING THE CLOSET. Jesus tells His people to go into
the closet -- that is, into the inner room -- and pray to the Father who is in secret. Dear husband,
prioritize prayer. Do anything and everything needed to protect and preserve your time of
communion with God. Not sure how to pray for your wife and family? Open to Psalm 1 and read
a verse and turn it into a prayer back to God (and specifically use that to aid your prayers for
your wife and family). Then go to Psalm 2, and on through the Psalter. Pray for yourself. Pray for
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your bride. Pray for her growth. Pray for your marriage. If you neglect anything, let it not be
prayer.
Third, refocus your heart in SERVING IN YOUR LOCAL CHURCH. As a godly husband who
leads his wife well, you can refocus your heart and remember the things of eternity as you
diligently serve in your local church with your wife by your side. Talk together about how you
can serve. Consider hospitality, senior living home outreaches, occasions to hit the streets and
hand out tracts and share the gospel, hosting a Bible study, reaching out to the young people and
discipling them. Be creative and be intentional.
Fourth, refocus your heart in LEADING IN FAMILY WORSHIP. Another way for you to refocus
your heart as you lead as a husband is to diligently endeavor, by God’s grace, to gather the entire
family together daily (or, as much of a regular basis as possible) and sing together, read the Word
together, and pray together. It doesn’t have to be long nor does it have to be super elaborate. But
gathering the family and instructing in the Word of God and shepherding your wife provides a
wonderful way for you to serve God by pastoring the flock entrusted to your care in the context
of the home.
Fifth, refocus your heart in SPEAKING OF CHRIST’S SOON-COMING. How can you live
effectively for Christ? By thinking constantly about heaven! It’s impossible for you to be so
heavenly minded that you’re no earthly good. It should rather be stated that the more you anchor
your heart on heavenly truths and future-coming certainties, the more useful you’ll be to Christ,
His Church, and your family -- especially your marriage.
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