
The dangerously ill state of the church specifically relating to the preaching of God’s Word today...

Al Mohler rightly assesses the ill state of the contemporary church today...
“The prevailing model of worship in evangelical churches is increasingly defined by music, along with innovations 
such as drama and video presentations. When preaching the word retreats, a host of entertaining innovations will 
take its place...”
Mohler continues:  “Traditional norms of worship are now subordinated to a demand for relevance and creativity. A 
media-driven culture of images has replaced the word-centered culture that gave birth to the Reformation 
churches.”

To PREACH THE WORD presupposes...
➡the centrality of the Word
➡the clarity of the Word
➡the authority of the Word
➡the understandability of the Word
➡the power of the Word
➡the sufficiency of the Word

THESIS — 2 Tim 4:1-5 is THE clear mandate for every minister of the gospel/every pastor. 
Let’s look at this foundational text to understand what we can about PREACHING THE 
WORD.

This text teaches about the foundational necessity to “preach the Word”!

I. THE SOLEMNITY OF THE FOUNDATION TO PREACH THE WORD (1)

II.THE SUPREMACY OF THE FOUNDATION TO PREACH THE WORD! 
(2)

"In this single verse, the apostle defined the primary mandate for God-honoring church ministry, not only for 
Timothy, but for ALL who would come after him. The minister of the gospel is called to preach the Word". (John 
MacArthur)

	
 Preach the Word!  What does this mean?
• We need the right kind of preaching -- expository preaching: 

• To preach [=to herald] - a messenger, an ambassador, a truth-teller, an envoy of the King. one 
who proclaims critical news. In ancient Roman empire, a herald was a town-messenger of news 
from the emperor.
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• Biblically, a preacher is one who heralds Christ & His work with passion & with a binding 
sense of authority. He doesn’t create the message; he conveys the message. He doesn’t make 
the message; he delivers the message.

• To preach expositionally - we mean that we expose the meaning of the text out to the 
hearers. It is preaching in a way that the meaning of the Bible passage is presented entirely and 
exactly as it was intended by God. 
❖Expository Preaching is the PROCLAMATION OF THE TRUTH OF GOD AS MEDIATED THRU THE 

PREACHER

	
 The simple mandate: The Man who is a Minister is on Mission from the Master!

	
 "Preachers must never stop being faithful even when it seems that they're not being fruitful" (HB Charles)

III.THE SPURNING OF THE FOUNDATION TO PREACH THE WORD! 
(3-4)

Preachers MUST resist the temptation to be shaped by the cultural whims/mandates/desires of a godless society. 
Carnal ears will always want to be charmed and not confronted, captivated but not challenged. Those who stand in 
Christ's pulpit with Christ's Word before Christ's people must never CAVE INTO SUCH demands. (Steve Lawson)

✓the certainty - the time will come

✓the rejection -- they will not endure…

✓the replacement -- they will accumulate for themselves...itching ears...

✓the severity - turn away from the TRUTH

IV.THE STEADFASTNESS OF THE FOUNDATION TO PREACH THE 
WORD! (5)

What does this mean for us at CFBC?
1.Demand & expect that the faithful, expository preaching of the Word of God always take central place & priority at CFBC.
2.Pray for your preachers and teachers   (a teaching pastor, shepherd-elders, CARE group leaders, catechism teachers, high 
school Bible study, nursery teachers, etc.)
3.Understand what God demands of a faithful church regardless of what thrives in culture around us.
4.Hunger for the preached Word by preparing well, praying hard & being ready to hear & apply the Word.
5.Interact with the preached Word before, during, and specifically, afterwards so the Word works deep in your soul.
6.Pray for God to bring a revival of expository preaching to our land (there's a famine in our day).
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WHY WE PREACH AT CFBC
Geoffrey R. Kirkland

Christ Fellowship Bible Church
Christ Fellowship Bible Church is radically committed to the preaching of the Word of God. 
Here are four foundational reasons why CFBC preaches the Word.

1.Because GOD COMMANDS IT. 
The Bible calls men of God to “preach the Word” (2 Tim 4.2) and to teach and instruct with all 
authority (Titus 2.15). Paul was appointed by God as a preacher and an apostle and a teacher 
(1 Tim 2.7) to proclaim that Christ gave Himself as a ransom. God appointed Paul as a 
preacher (2 Tim 1.11). Thus, in the Word, God demands that all ministers preach the Word. 

2.Because CHRIST MODELED IT.
Jesus stated that his purpose in life was to “preach the Kingdom of God” (Luke 4.43). At the 
outset of his public ministry, Jesus began to “preach and to say repent” (Matt 4.17). Jesus 
traveled to nearby towns to preach (Mark 1.38). As Jesus taught the crowds, people were 
hearing him expound the Word of God (Luke 5.1). Christ modeled a man given to the relentless 
pursuit of preaching and teaching the Word of God. 

3.Because the SPIRIT USES IT.
When Peter preached on the Day of Pentecost, thousands were saved (Acts 2.38-41). When 
Paul preached the Word, the Lord opens the heart of nonbelievers to hear and respond to the 
Word (Acts 16.14). When the Word of God is preached, sinners are pierced to the heart (Acts 
2.38). The preaching of the Word must never be with merely persuasive words and manmade 
mechanisms to persuade but rather it must always be faithful to the text and come in 
demonstration of the Spirit and power (1 Cor 2.4-5). The Spirit of God gives life to those who 
hear the Word and receive it (2 Cor 3:18-4:6).

4.Because IT ALLOWS GOD TO SPEAK TO THE PEOPLE.
The faithful expounding of the Word of God allows God to speak to His people. For believers, 
God uses the Word to sanctify and mature those who belong to Christ (1 Pet 2.1-2). It matures 
believers so they can be trained to know good from evil (Heb 5:13-14). For the unbelievers, the 
preaching of the Word presents the very word of God from the Word through the messenger/
mouthpiece to the hearer so that God may save them. Indeed, all who are appointed to eternal 
life will believe when they hear the Word preached (Acts 13.48). Faith comes by hearing and 
hearing by the word about Christ (Rom 10.17). Thus, true preaching allows God to truly speak!
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WHAT IS BIBLICAL PREACHING?
Geoffrey R. Kirkland

Christ Fellowship Bible Church

Every minister of the gospel is called by God to an all-consuming task -- to preach the Word (2 Tim 4.2). It’s not that churches today need more 
preaching in general; rather, churches need the right kind of preaching. So what is this kind of preaching that God requires? What must the man 
of God devote himself to? God blesses not just preaching but the right kind of preaching. So, in this essay, I will define biblical preaching with four 
essential ingredients.

1. GOD-FOCUSED
Biblical preaching is always God-focused. This means the source of the message is from God, the thrust of the message is about God, the end goal of 
the message is directly focused on God, and the spotlight all throughout the message rests only and always upon God. Contrary to many -- if not most 
-- pulpits and speakers today, the kind of preaching that God requires is one that is God-focused not man-focused. That is to say, the sermon is 
not driven by self-help formulas or entertaining messages that touch on trendy topics or self-improving pep-talks. God’s man must devote himself to 
the in-depth study of God in the Word of God so that He preaches only what the text says so that God is the source, the sum, and the 
spotlight of the entire sermon. All that the man says in the pulpit, as he points to the Word, and speaks for the Lord, is always pointing to God and His  
character, His gospel, His essence, His requirements, His holiness, His sovereignty, His grace, His mercy, and His preeminent glory. The driving goal 
behind this essential ingredient of preaching is this: all people should leave every sermon not thinking: ‘what a great preacher’ but rather ‘what a 
great, glorious God!’

2. SPIRIT-EMPOWERED
Biblical preaching is always Spirit-empowered. Preaching in man’s strength leaves men unchanged, unaffected or, at best, temporarily captivated. But 
the humanly engineered shock fades away quickly without lasting results. But the preaching that is attended by the power of the Spirit, driven by the 
Spirit, empowered by the Spirit, and filled with Spirit-inspired Scripture is what brings change -- true, lasting, heart change. Preaching in the power of 
the Spirit speaks to the kind of preaching that transcends mere human chatting and hip dialoguing. This kind of preaching reaches far beyond the 
human emotions because the Spirit of God takes His Word and faithful biblical proclamation and drives it deep into the hearer’s heart. Only the Spirit 
can convert the heart, convict a sinner of his iniquity, and change the believer more into Christlikeness. To preach in the power of the Spirit is to 
preach with unction. To have the unction of the Spirit in the preaching event speaks of the supernatural attending of the Holy Spirit Himself to the 
message that is from the Word, that is focused on Christ, that is faithfully exegeted, and that comes from the man who walks in holiness. To preach in 
the power of the Spirit comes with much prayer, biblical fidelity, holy zealousness, and a Christ-centered, Word-saturated sermon. Every minister must 
beg God to attend the preaching with power so as to produce God-exalting, heart-transforming results. Let every man of God entreat God for the 
anointing of the Spirit. For this is the only kind of preaching that can produce any kind of real, lasting effect. The weaker than man is, the stronger he 
is because the Spirit uses weak men who are faithful to the Word, who herald the biblical gospel, and who extol Jesus Christ so that the power of the 
preaching and the faith of God’s people would not rest on the wisdom of men but on the power of God. 

3. CHRIST-CENTERED
Biblical preaching is always Christ-centered. To preach a sermon without Christ is to preach an irreligious message void of any supernatural power 
whatsoever. To preach a message with no Christ is to exalt man and his wisdom and to debase Christ and His gospel. To preach a sermon with no 
Christ has no power to save, has no Spirit-saturated anointing, and no hope of converting or sanctifying. If a man were to preach a sermon without 
Christ he must as well stop preaching and never enter the pulpit again since he has squandered and forfeited his right to even be called a minister of 
the gospel of Jesus Christ. But, on the other hand, true, faithful, biblical preaching always centers on Christ just as the planets in a solar system 
revolve around the sun. Christ is the sun, the center, the apex of all biblical preaching. Every text leads to the cross. Christ is must be in every sermon. 
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Every text of Scripture may not present Jesus Christ or speak about His saving work, but every text of Scripture (yes, every verse!) leads on to the 
cross of Jesus Christ and His atoning work. Christ is the sum, the substance, the subject, and the seeker of every sermon! Indeed, every sermon points 
to a glorious Christ because true biblical preaching is comes from the Word of God and the Word of God points to the Living Word who came from God. 
Thus, if God is to bless a man’s preaching, he must preach Christ and Him crucified. Preacher must herald the person of Christ, the offices of Christ, the 
righteousness of Christ, the teachings of Christ, the miracles and works of Christ, the humanity of Christ, the deity of Christ, the demands of Christ, the 
claims of Christ, the Lordship of Christ, the sovereignty of Christ, the death of Christ, the atonement of Christ, the propitiation of Christ, the burial of 
Christ, the resurrection of Christ, the ascension of Christ, the exaltation of Christ, the intercession of Christ, the coming advent of Christ, and the 
coming Kingdom of Christ. Preachers cannot forget that all of heaven sings to the Lamb of God who sits on the throne and heaven’s song is: ‘Worthy is 
the Lamb who was slain’ (Rev 5.9). So then, every sermon, in so far as it is faithful to the Word of God, will preach Christ and Him crucified! If a man 
chooses not to preach Christ, he should step down, sit down, and, in repentance, fall down.

4. WORD-BASED
Biblical preaching is always Word-based. If a sermon is to exalt God, be empowered by the Spirit, and center on Christ, then biblical preaching must 
adhere to the Word of God. The Scriptures drive the sermon, they are the source of the sermon, they are the substance of the sermon, they support the 
sermon, they serve to illustrate key points, and they imprint the gospel onto the hearts of the hearers. The Bible drives the preacher and everything 
that he says. He does not craft his sermon and then open his Bible to find some supporting verses that enhance his message. The Bible drives the 
preacher. The Bible captivates the preacher. The Bible presents Jesus Christ. The Bible is the living and active Truth of God that pierces men to their 
very heart of hearts. Preaching devoid of the Word is not biblical preaching, it’s man-centered lectures. To receive the blessing of God in preaching, a 
minister of the gospel must have one hand pointing to the text of Scripture and another hand pointing to the audience so that the audience is directed 
to the text of Scripture repeatedly throughout every sermon. The herald preaches the Word because He believes that the Bible is inerrant and that it is 
infallible. He understands that it is inspired and authoritative. He knows that the Bible is living and it is active. He trusts that the Bible can convict 
even the hardest of obstinate sinners and melt even the stoniest of hearts. It is the Bible that exposes men’s sins and brings their faults to their 
conscience so they are stricken, guilty, and understand that they stand condemned before the Law of God. Because the Word has all power, the 
preacher always has his open Bible while preaching! Never does he forget his Bible or close his Bible or make light of the Bible. Rather, he honors the 
Word, he points to the Word, he constantly refers to the Word, he preaches the Word, and he centers everything that he says on the written, sufficient, 
clear Word of God.
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WHY I PREACH THE WORD
Geoffrey R. Kirkland

Christ Fellowship Bible Church
1. obedience.
I preach the Word because God commands me to do so. In obedience to my Savior, I herald His truth from His Word to listening ears. Why must I 
preach the Word? Because God calls His prophets to take His words and speak them to His people (Jer 23:29). God has given us His Word and all men 
everywhere must hear His truth. Christ tells me to “preach the Word” and to be ready “in season and out of season” (2 Tim 4:1-5). I preach because 
God commands me to do it. I preach to be obedient to my Master.

2. trust.
I preach the Word because I trust it will accomplish supernatural results. The preaching act is the most powerful force that the universe has ever 
known. Faithful preaching is the word of the living God going forth through His mouthpiece to hearers. Nothing in all existence carries as much power 
and authority than does the heralding of God’s truth from His Book. So, I preach because I trust it will accomplish great things. I trust that God will 
work through the preaching event. I believe God that He will use His word to pierce, convict, convert, and change souls. I trust God and therefore I 
preach.

3. power.
I preach the Word because I want spiritual power to permeate the place of worship. If a gathered group of people have anything in the world and 
everything in the world but the preaching of the Word of God (which must be attended with much, fervent prayer) then it is a man-centered, man-
empowered show that will accomplish temporary, earthly results that will benefit souls whatsoever. I preach the Word because God speaks through His 
Word. Therefore, almighty power from God the Creator thunders forth as I, His herald and messenger, open my mouth with His words and faithfully 
impart His truth from the written text. The Word goes forth in demonstration of the Spirit and of power! So, then, I gladly preach!

4. conversions.
I preach the Word because I want conversions! I preach to convert! I preach to change souls. I preach to snatch hellbound souls from the flames and 
persuade them to abandon their sin, their wickedness and their selfishness and to pursue Christ, His glory, and His love! Of course, I cannot do any of 
these things. Only God can! The Father draws! The Son gives life to all whom He wills, and the Spirit quickens dead souls to new life. But I preach 
God’s Word from His Book for His glory so that His elect may be drawn to the matchless Savior by grace! If I gave up preaching, then I would forfeit 
God’s primary method for the converting of souls. God gladly uses the heralding of His Word in the saving of sinners. Thus, I preach to convert!

5. transformation.
I preach the Word because I earnestly desire that God’s people be transformed more into the likeness of Jesus Christ. I passionately want Christians to 
grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ. I long for saints to practice their position; that is, to work out their salvation with fear and trembling. 
I preach to transform. God has given me the ultimate privilege of proclaiming the glories of Him who calls vile sinners out of darkness and into His 
marvelous light so that those who embrace Christ as Savior and Lord will love Him more dearly, serve Him more fully, honor Him more heartfully, 
seek Him more earnestly, enjoy Him more satisfyingly, and proclaim Him more urgently! I preach the Word because preaching is the means by which 
God sanctifies His people. God’s sheep hear His voice and follow Him. I preach so God’s people are transformed into the likeness of Christ from glory 
to glory. I preach to change! I preach so believers may be made like Christ.

6. called.
I preach the Word because I’ve been called by God to preach. Nothing in all the world could even compare with the unspeakable privilege and 
undaunted burden of heralding the unfathomable Christ in this world. No amount of money could ever compel me to quit preaching. No job offer, 
physical abuse, or violent threats could ever cause me to cease heralding Christ because He has called me to preach. And since God has called me to 
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preach, I’ll preach till he tells me to stop preaching. And this He will not do since He tells me to preach to all creation till all have heard and to speak 
and keep speaking and to speak in season and out. So then, God has called me and I have been seized and caught and gripped and compelled to 
obey my Savior to preach Him. Like Paul, God has not called me for any ministry but to preach the Word not in cleverness of speech so that the cross 
of Christ would not be made void. I heartily, happily and wholly give myself to the relentless study of Scripture, to the incessant proclamation of the 
gospel, to the urgent pleading with souls, and to the prayerful dependence upon God’s Spirit in and through the preaching-event. So, I preach because 
I must. I’m a called man!

7. foundation.
I preach the Word because the foundation for all of life, godliness, thinking, and conduct must come from the Word of God. Thus, believers cannot be 
sanctified without the Word of God. The lost cannot find Christ apart from the hearing of the gospel. The foundation of everything is the gospel of 
grace and the glory of Christ and the crosswork of this Redeemer. As the hymnwriter accurately penned it: “How firm a foundation ye saints of the 
Lord is laid for your faith in His excellent Word!” Indeed, I preach the Word because the Scriptures constitute the foundation of my life -- and of every 
believer’s life. One cannot overcome the world, the flesh, the devil, yes, even one’s own sinful and fleshly desires without the sure foundation of God’s 
Word. So I preach to provide a solid foundation for God’s people so that they will think rightly about life, live intently for God, and focus triumphantly 
on heaven! The foundation for all of godliness is God’s precious and sure promises. And these, He has given in Holy Scripture! Thus, the burden rests 
on me to preach the Word for this is the Rock!

8. passion.
I preach the Word because God has burned in my soul a passion to know Him, to understand His Word, and to impart the saving and transforming 
gospel of Jesus Christ. I have an indomitable passion to study the Word and an insatiable hunger to know God and plunge into the bankless oceans of 
Scripture. This drives me to passionate preparation, passionate prayer, and passionate preaching. O that God would grant me to preach with even 
greater passion! May it never be that men of God rise with God’s Word in hand and preach without passion. If the Word of God and the God of the 
Word has not grabbed the heart and soul of the herald why would the hearers want to receive and embrace this message? I must preach the Word 
because I believe that Christ was a preacher with passion! John the Baptist was a man full of passion. Whitefield preached passionately as tears 
streamed down his face as he heralded in the open fields. Jeremiah wept as he preached passionately God’s truth to faithless Judah. With a passion 
for His glory and a hunger to convey the importance of the moment, I preach with passion!

9. Instruction.
I preach the Word of God for the instruction of God’s people not only in theological truths but also in the method by which God’s people should read, 
study, and interpret the Bible. That is to say, the way that I study, prepare, bring truths together, and preach the text of Scripture is a form of 
instruction to the hearers so that they will emulate how to rightly divine the Word of truth. So then, the Word instructs the mind with divine things as it 
faithfully goes forth but it also instructs the mind in how God’s people can read, study, observe, interpret, and apply God’s Word rightly so as to 
understand the authorial intent of the text and the proper application to one’s life today. I preach the Word to instruct.

10. eternity.
I preach the Word of God because I believe in heaven and hell. I know that all those to whom I preach will live on eternally in the blessed joys of 
heaven or in the just torments of hellfire. Eternity hangs in the balances as I herald. Sermons make men holier in their walk with Christ or hardened 
in their stubborn unbelief. God has revealed His eternal truth in an eternal Book about His eternal Son who made a sufficient atonement once for all 
time. This message captivates me and it consumes me. And I pray that as I ascend to the pulpit to herald I would always preach for eternity knowing 
that it may be my last sermon I ever preach and it very well may be the last sermon that some may ever hear. It may be the only chance that some 
have to hear the gospel and to hear the call to repent and trust in Christ for eternal life! So I preach for souls to be snatched from the eternal pangs of 
death and to be won, by God’s grace, to the eternal life in God’s Son. I preach knowing that the message that I declare, in so far as it faithfully comes 
from the text of Scripture, can powerfully convert lifeless souls! With that, I gladly preach not just for a temporary result, or to bring in more 
numbers, or to generate more money. No! I preach to win souls who will gather round heaven’s throne and worship the Lamb who was slain for 
sinners!
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Preaching.
Geoffrey R. Kirkland

Christ Fellowship Bible Church

The highest calling that God has placed upon mankind is when God takes a regenerated man, empowers Him with the Word of 
God and Spirit-endowed courage, and calls, commissions, and consecrates him to impart God’s truth to people. Preaching 
changes lives! God uses preaching as the ordinary means by which He quickens dead souls to new life. The Spirit uses the man of 
God as he delivers the Word of God in proclaiming the saving gospel of Jesus Christ so that all of God’s elect will hear, repent, and 
trust in Christ.

To preach is to faithfully and powerfully deliver God's message to God's people and to show them how God's truth should change 
the way they live. This writing briefly summarizes biblical preaching. In a word, ‘what is it that God demands that all His ministers 
do?’

1. Preach BIBLICALLY
All preaching must derive out of the Bible. Any message that does not come from the Bible cannot be a sermon. A true sermon is 
one that is sourced in the Bible, comes out of the Bible, is guided by the Bible, works through the larger theme of the Bible and 
glorifies the God of the Bible. Every minister must preach biblically. He must preach with one book always in hand and with a finger 
pointing to the text. He must have as his authority the Word of God. He must preach biblical sermons, not ethical sermonettes. He 
must preach powerful truths that arise from the Bible, not relevant talks that tickle the ears of the unconverted.

2. Preach PRAYERFULLY
One of the most important elements of preaching revolves around the prayerfulness of the preacher. The man of God must bathe 
himself, his message, his heart, his affections, and his congregation in prayer. He must beg for the Spirit’s empowering as he 
opens his mouth to herald. He must spend a considerable amount of time meeting with God in prayer before he meets with people 
to preach. He must spend much time on his knees to be qualified to deliver the message to God’s sheep. Many charlatans have to 
pray before they preach; true ministers of God long to pray before they preach. Many ear-tickling ministers might pray before they 
speak; God’s men must meet with God before they proclaim the Word. Prayer must permeate the preacher’s life, sermon 
preparation, spiritual walk, and family life.

3. Preach REVERENTLY
In preaching, the man of God speaks as God’s mouthpiece. The herald takes the message of the Sovereign and imparts it to His 
subjects. As a faithful ambassador, the preacher (khrux/kerux) takes the message and faithfully delivers it to the appointed 
recipients without alteration, without apology, and with courage. Speaking for the heavenly King requires that the man of God 
revere the thrice-holy God supremely. A preacher who has little reverence for God should never step behind a pulpit. The thought 
of standing with God’s Word in hand and speaking for God should overwhelm the minister every time he considers such a 
terrifying thought! Yet, God has ordained it and He has called for it. So every preacher should be awe-struck, reverential and 
serious as he preaches God’s Word.

4. Preach EXEGETICALLY
God’s men who open their mouths to speak God’s Words must ensure they speak the meaning of the text. The exegetical skills 
needed include knowledge of the original languages, literary devices, and a proper understanding of how the structure of individual 
paragraphs fit into the whole chapter and book. The man should spend much time in the original languages poring over the words, 
conjunctions, prepositions, verbals so as to understand the meaning of the text by what the original author intended by what he 
wrote to the original hearers. The minister must bring the meaning out of the Scripture. This requires time, labor, rigorous effort, 
many notes, plenty of time, and an abundance of prayer.

Geoffrey R. Kirkland                                                                       CFBC                                                                             Sunday, September 25, 2016
2 Timothy 4:1-5 — “The Foundation of the Preaching of the Word of God!”

— 8 —



5. Preach EXPOSITIONALLY
When a man preaches expositionally it means that he preaches a message that comes out of the Word of God. Just as it is a 
biblical sermon, it follows the normal pattern of preaching consecutively through entire books of the Bible. God gave whole Bibles 
to make whole people. So preachers should preach entire books of the Bible. This ensures that the herald will preach the full 
counsel of God while omitting nothing. He must preach on every doctrine, every truth, every theme of the gospel, every blessing, 
and every curse. He must take the Word of God and preach it whenever he plants himself behind the pulpit. To preach 
expositionally ensures that the man has prepared his sermon from the Bible, and that he has already done his work in the original 
languages and come to the authorial meaning of the text. Every true minister preaches expositionally.

6. Preach ENGAGINGLY
Preaching is never boring. What a contradictory statement to surmise that God’s message to people could ever bore people! God’s 
truth engages the heart and it instructs the mind and it woos the affections. The man of God who preaches must herald a sermon 
that engages the audience. Every good preacher of God has done this. Indeed, Jesus Himself engaged people as He preached. 
He related the text to the people. He brought them into the sermon. He captivated them and seized their attention as He taught. 
Preachers today must do the same. With the Bible in hand, proclaimers should endeavor to seize the attention of the hearers, 
keep their attention throughout the entirety of the sermon, and drive their will to a decision at the end of the sermon as to how they 
must respond to God’s message that they have just heard. Preachers must engage with the hearers. Preaching is not a lecture or 
a discourse. It’s a heart-engaging, mind-engaging, will-seizing activity that God has ordained.

7. Preach PASSIONATELY
If a man stands to speak God’s Word and preaches without passion, he ought to retire and never step foot into a pulpit ever again. 
If the man of God does not passionately believe his text he ought never to think that his hearers will be persuaded to believe the 
text he sets before them. If the minister does not have a heart set aflame with God’s truth, then the hearers will not be set on fire 
by the message. But if the preacher is on fire with God’s truth, standing with the authority of God who is Himself the consuming 
fire, then his hearers will be set on fire by the embers that proceed out of the truths imparted. Preaching is a man set on fire by 
God’s glory and a man who earnestly desires that all men would know his God, and his text, and his gospel, and his Savior! May it 
never be that a man can speak of these truths heartlessly and impassionately. The preacher should soak himself with the gasoline 
of the Word in the study all week and then as he lights the fire as he preaches in the pulpit, people will come and be changed as 
they see him burn.

8. Preach EVANGELISTICALLY 
How will people hear without a preacher? People will perish everlastingly under the just wrath of God Almighty and the painful 
torments of His anger if they die in unbelief. Every preacher must preach with an eye toward the glorious splendor of heaven and 
with an eye toward the horrifying flames of hell. He must come to preach after he has heard the choral praises of heaven and after 
he has heard the horrifying shrieks of the damned. He must remember that he preaches for eternity. Every sermon is a battle for 
the souls of his hearers. The preacher must desire to convert the wayward, to convict the obstinate, and to confront the impenitent. 
He must evangelize them in every sermon and call them to repentance. Every sermon may not be an evangelistic, gospel 
message, but every sermon — regardless of the text from which he preaches — must include a clear gospel presentation. 
Preacher, win souls! He who wins souls is wise! Don’t be a foolish preacher and refuse to present the gospel. Be a soul-winner 
and preach for conversions.

9. Preach URGENTLY
Eternity hangs in the balances every time the man heralds divine truth. Every person listening has an eternal soul and will live on 
forever. Those who believe in Christ and receive Him as the Son of God will be saved and all who reject Jesus Christ call God a 
liar and will suffer God’s judgment forevermore. Preachers stand up with a zeal to win souls for Christ! He stands as a surgeon 
urgently pleading with his patient to receive the balm that can heal the illness. The preacher functions as a fireman who lifts his 
voice and urgently calls for people in the burning home to exit immediately! He heralds with the same urgency as a lifeguard who 
calls out to those drowning in the deep waters. The preacher of the gospel must preach as a dying man to dying man as if he really  
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believed that someone present may die before hearing a gospel message again. Men of God must believe they have received 
God’s truth that must immediately be preached, it must decisively be received, it must wholly be followed, and it must unreservedly 
be embraced! 

10. Preach PERSUASIVELY
Preaching is persuasion. To preach is the divine mandate to take God’s Word and impart it to sinners while endeavoring to 
persuade sinners to see the gravity of their sin and their dire need of a Savior. While fully depending upon the sovereign working of 
the Spirit of God taking the Word and penetrating it deep into the souls of the hearers, the preacher still crafts the message in such 
a way that he wants to affect the will. He wants the will to be won and wooed to Christ. He says with the Apostle Paul that he 
persuades men to believe. He wants to preach such a glorious Christ and a magnificent gospel that sinners must instantly flee to 
this Christ! He wants to herald such an irresistible gospel and a horrible hell that the unrepentant turn from their sins to Christ at 
once! Preaching depends totally on the sovereign working of God for any and all effectiveness but the minister understands that 
his responsibility consists of preaching in such a way so that sinners see the weight of their sin, the crushing blow of God’s coming 
fury, and the sufficient atonement that Christ accomplished at Calvary, and the necessity to repent, believe, count the cost, and 
follow Christ.

11. Preach BOLDLY
It does not matter who sits in the audience when the man of God holds the Word of God, he preaches what God says in the Bible 
without shrinking back from hard texts and appropriate applications. The man of God unashamedly preaches the full purpose of 
God. He boldly calls sinners to repent or they will go to hell. He confidently affirms that the biblical Jesus will crush and conquer all 
of His enemies — not just all blasphemers but those who simply walk by Jesus indifferently or apathetically. He calls the rich and 
the poor to repentance. He calls all men to come to Christ and trust in Him. He could stand before the King, the President, the 
Emperor, or the most powerful human council that could assemble and he will herald the unadulterated gospel with power, clarity, 
passion, and fervor. All preachers must preach with lion-like boldness. Indeed, the righteous are as bold as a lion!

12. Preach AUTHORITATIVELY 
The Apostle tells his protege to preach with all authority. That means that God’s preachers must command and demand a 
response! The source of this authority rests not from the preacher himself. He has no authority whatsoever — regardless of his 
position. The authority entirely comes from God Almighty and His message that He has entrusted to His slaves to preach. The men 
of God who take the gospel of God must preach the Word with all authority. They must call and command. They must instruct and 
apply. They must allow no one to disregard or despise or refute the message. Preachers cannot shy away from the ministerial 
calling to herald with a commanding presence. Again, this authority exists not in himself but solely in the God of the gospel and in 
the gospel of God! Just as an ambassador of old had authority because he delivered the King’s edict, so the man of God has 
commanding authority because he delivers the Sovereign King’s edicts. When Jesus preached, the peoples remarked that he 
taught with authority. May heralds of God learn from the Son of God to teach with authority and command sinners to repent!

13. Preach WORSHIPFULLY 
The minister should lead the entire flock of God as the worship leader. If he worships, the sheep will follow. If his soul is caught up 
to the heaven of heavens in heartfelt praise, then the people will do likewise. As he prepares, he must worship. As he preaches, he 
must worship. After he’s through, he must worship. As he depends on the Spirit to take the Word and implant it deeply into the 
people’s hearts, he must worship. The minister must worship God with joy out of the pulpit and in the pulpit. He is the worship 
leader. To worship is to respond to God’s revelation of who He is and what He has done. If anyone ever has unending reasons to 
worship God, the minister of the gospel certainly does. He has studied all week. He has been alone with God. He has cried out to 
God for his own heart, for the souls of his people, for the benefit of the sermon, and for the unction of the Spirit. He has met with 
God and God has met with him. He has truly communed with God. His God knows him and he knows his God. Let every minister 
of the gospel preach the Word as an act of worship, fully reliant on God’s power to make the Word effective. Let every herald 
preach as a man enamored with the stunning beauty of Christ, the awesome privilege of preaching His Word, and the atoning 
gospel that he has both experienced and that he has been commissioned to herald as God’s ambassador. Man of God, worship!
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